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Up-Coming Presentations

April 23, 2026

“Play Ball!” — A History of Baseball in Victoria &
Beyond

Tom Hawthorne

Did you know
that five Blue Jays
stars in the 2025
World Series run-
up once played
here in BC? Trey
Yesavage, Mason
Fluharty, Addison
Barger and Davis
Schneider played

Ashcroft baseball team, 1902 for the Vancouver

Canadians, while Nathan Lukes played for the Victoria
Harbour Cats.

Victoria-based Tom Hawthorn is an award-winning
journalist, a most engaging raconteur, and a major league
fan of baseball. He’s written a number of books, the most
recent (2025) being the anecdotal history Play Ball! The
Amazing Stories and Captivating Characters Who Have

Made Baseball a Winning Ticket in Vancouver for Over 100

Years. Hawthorn will speak about baseball history from all
over: in Canada, in BC, and right here in Victoria.

Hawthorn told CityNews: “I’ve spent my adult life with a
partner who thinks baseball is too long by at least six
innings. So, my thought was, how do we write a book for
the non-baseball fan that also satisfies the baseball fan?”
Hawthorn will bring entertaining, something-baseball-for-
everyone approach to this VHS presentation.


http://www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca/
http://www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca/

About This Issue

Upcoming presentations are
highlighted on pages 1 & 3.

Information about the May 7 field
to Congregation Emanu-El is on
page 6. VHS member and our tour
guide, Amber Woods, has
provided some background on the
building (p.7). A photo essay
about the April 8™ field trip to
General Sir Arthur W. Currie
Armoury covers pages 8-9.

Memorial tributes to two
historians who contributed much
to the community appear on pages
10-11.

As noted on the VHS website, the
Victoria Historical Society is
open to anyone “interested in
learning, promoting and
preserving the history of Victoria
and British Columbia.”
Furthermore, each monthly
presentation speaker “take us on a
new and adventurous journey to
see our past through new eyes’”
and the VHS Quarterly publishes
“insightful contributions.” With
the above in mind, this issue
features information about
DRIPA, a topic with its roots in
pre-colonial and colonial eras, a
legacy that connects the past to
the present and the potential to
forge a different future. See pages
4-5.

As always, Thank You to our
eagle-eyed copy editors, members
Ada Robinson and Frances Aknai.
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Greetings from the President

Please enjoy this excellent publication from the
Victoria Historical Society, full of news, reviews, and
in-depth articles.

A couple of things to note for the last months of this
2025-2026 season: April is another of our popular
‘Bring-a-Friend’ nights. As a member, you are
encouraged to bring along a friend, at no charge, to
enjoy the presentation by Tom Hawthorn. Tom is an
excellent storyteller and will be sharing the history of
baseball.

Our Annual General Meeting will take place before
our presentation on May 28. Documentation for the
AGM will be circulated to members in advance of the
meeting so look out for it in your inboxes.

I am pleased to report that the silent auction held in
February was a success and raised $2,300 towards the
scholarship fund. With additional donations to cover
expenses and unsold items sold elsewhere, the event
topped $3,000. My heartfelt thanks to the fundraising
committee for their energy, creativity, and enthusiasm
for putting together such an unusual event.

If you want to get more involved with VHS activities
and committees, please send an email to
victoriahistoricalsocietybc(@gmail.com. Let us know if
you’re curious about fundraising, council, field trips,
providing support at our presentations, or any ideas
you have. We would be happy to hear from you.

Lastly, we have one more field trip coming up very
soon. See details elsewhere in this Quarterly
publication about how to get your tickets for the tour of
Congregation Emanu-El on May 7. VHS members
Amber Woods and Bonnie Campbell will be leading
this outing. Don’t miss out!

Cheers!

Jenny
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Upcoming VHS Presentations

May 28, 2026 (meeting will be preceded by the Annual General Meeting, 7:00 pm — 7:30 pm)
Celebrating Tam Kung Temple’s 150 Year Anniversary
Nora Butz & Gayle Nye

May is Asian Heritage Month. Celebrate by
learning more about the oldest Chinese Temple
in Canada and the people who started it.

The May program presenters will be Nora
Butz and Gayle Nye. Nora is President of Yen
Wo Society and was one of the site hosts for the
VHS historical tour of Chinatown in 2025.
Gayle, Tam Kung Temple Community
Coordinator, is a descendent of the temple’s
original founder.

(Left) Nora Butz, Tam Kung Temple
Government Street, Victoria, BC
Photo: B. Gundersen-Bryden

Another reminder ..... coming up soon.

Chinese Labour Corps Ching Ming Festival
William Head Cemetery
Saturday, May 2, 2026

» During World War [, the British recruited Chinese workers to serve in non-combatant
roles at the Western Front. They became the Chinese Labour Corps (CLC).

» CLC workers were shipped across the Pacific to William Head (outside of Victoria),
then transported across Canada to the Atlantic and onwards to Europe. At the time,
William Head was the site of a quarantine station.

» Some CLC workers died in transit going to, or returning from Europe, and are buried in
William Head Cemetery, now on the grounds of William Head Institution, a
correctional facility.

» Ching Ming is a traditional Chinese celebration where ancestors’ graves are tidied, and
offerings of gratitude and reverence are made. CLC workers buried at William Head
have no family to perform these gestures for identities were eroded and relationships
lost.

» Ching Ming becomes an opportunity to acknowledge CLC ethnicity — the attribute that
resulted in them being recruited in the first place and subsequently treated as coolies.
The festival is a means by which ALL Canadians can come together to recognize
inequities of the past and celebrate our resilience as a people.

> Sign up to be notified when registration opens at: AzimuthBooks@shaw.ca
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DRIPA: Past becomes Present and Present becomes Future
submitted by Jennifer Iredale, on behalf of the VHS Council

On Wednesday February 18, 2026, the West Coast Environmental Law issued a Joint Call to
the provincial government in response to the proposal to amend the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Act (November 26, 2019). Endorsed by people representing hundreds of BC
organizations, including Unions, Lawyers, Churches, Journalists, Universities, Schools,
Environmental and Arts organizations and individuals such as David Suzuki, John Vaillant, and
Robert Bateman, the Joint Call urges BC to recommit to meaningful implementation of the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples Act.

The Council of the Victoria Historical Society has had robust discussions about endorsing this
Joint Call — however we decided to take a path of informing and education. This is the first of
such efforts, hoping to provide you, our membership, with information on this important topic of
relevance to the past and future history of British Columbia. The text of the Joint Call, issued by
West Coast Environmental Law, is on page 5.

Should this Joint Call ring true, then you as an individual can endorse it — just as David Suzuki
did, signing himself, ‘grandfather’. Follow up to learn more and to personally endorse the Joint
Call at: https://www.wcel.org/media-release/joint-call-bc-must-recommit-meaningful-
implementation-un-declaration-rights

(Editor’s note: a small sample of recent perspectives on the discussions surrounding DRIPA.)

Unceded: Understanding British Columbia’s Colonial Past and Why It Matters by George M. Abbott,
forward by The Honourable Steven Point, UBC Press, 2025.

Possessing Meares Island: A Historian's Journey Into the Past of Clayoquot Sound by Barry M. Gough,
Harbour Publishing, 2021.

CBC online: “What the Musqueam rights recognition agreement means and what it doesn’t; The
agreement prompted claims on social media that Canada has ceded Vancouver properties to Musqueam”,
March 14, 2026. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/musqueam-rights-recognition-
agreement-explained-9.7128504

Times-Colonist online: “First Nation leader Robert Phillips says proposed DRIPA changes would gut
legislation”, Wolfgang Depner, Canadian Press, March 31, 2026. https://www.timescolonist.com/bc-news/first-
nation-leader-robert-phillips-says-proposed-dripa-changes-would-gut-legislation-12085795

Times-Colonist online: “Comment: Incompetent governance led to Cowichan decision chaos: The Crown simply
hasn’t bothered to truly finish the project of confederation by responsibly settling the underlying land
questions in the westernmost province”, Karen Restoule April 1, 2026.
https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/comment-incompetent-governance-led-to-cowichan-decision-
chaos-12083133%?utm_source=Email Share&utm medium=Email Share&utm_campaign=Email Share

CBC online: “B.C. Court of Appeal overturns B.C. Supreme Court ruling on Nootka Island title: Court
says lower court judge used 'arbitrary boundary' to determine title in previous ruling”, Darryl Greer,
Canadian Press, April 02, 2026. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/nootka-island-title-
nuchatlaht-court-of-appeal-bc-9.7152337
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Joint Call: BC must recommit to meaningful implementation of the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act

“As the world bears witness to political instability, increasingly severe climate impacts, and growing
economic insecurity, we, the undersigned, call upon Premier David Eby and his BC NDP Government to
fulfill their obligations and commitments to recognizing and implementing the human rights of Indigenous
peoples, as required by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN
Declaration) and BC’s own Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act (Declaration Act)

and Interpretation Act. Amending the Declaration Act or the Interpretation Act in an effort to limit their
effect would set back our collective reconciliation efforts by decades.

“Five years ago, the BC government, under the leadership of Premier John Horgan, championed co-
development of the Declaration Act alongside Indigenous peoples. BC was the first jurisdiction in Canada
to take the necessary step of passing legislation directing the government to implement the UN
Declaration and ensure that all provincial laws, policies, and practices are consistent with the inherent
rights, standards, and principles of the UN Declaration. This was a significant accomplishment to which
many of us stood beside the BC government and celebrated its leadership.

“These efforts advanced Canada’s international standing and set an example for regional and national
governments on how a government can move forward in partnership with Indigenous peoples to address
the ongoing legacies of colonialism and ensure a prosperous future for all.

“The Declaration Act was passed unanimously by all Parties in the BC Legislature and was applauded by a
wide array of civil society organizations, industry leaders, faith-based organizations, environmental
groups, municipalities, and Indigenous and non-Indigenous people alike. Today, we are concerned that,
despite significant resources and effort being committed to the implementation of the Declaration Act,
political will appears to be faltering.

“Meaningful implementation of the UN Declaration and Declaration Act present significant opportunities
to address many of the longstanding challenges our province faces, including addressing the social and
economic marginalization of Indigenous peoples, promoting healthier, sustainable, and vibrant
communities, increasing local decision-making, accountability, and transparency, tackling climate change
and supporting climate resilience, promoting economic growth through certainty and predictable
processes, recognizing the historical and contemporary contributions and cultures of Indigenous peoples
in this province, and ensuring that Indigenous and non-Indigenous people alike hold the same opportunity
to participate, lead, and benefit in the future prosperity of this province.

“We are deeply troubled by the recent rise in anti-Indigenous rhetoric and fearmongering in this province
that has framed the realization of the fundamental human rights of Indigenous peoples as detrimental to
economic growth, security, and the interests of others. We stand united in opposition to these divisive
narratives. We believe that our futures are intertwined and our collective prosperity is inextricably linked.
Questions still remain on what implementation of the UN Declaration and Declaration Act will look like,
but now is not the time to cede ground to those who cynically spread fear and doubt about that vital
work. At this time, rather than taking a step back, we look to Premier Eby and his government to lead and
remain steadfast in upholding its obligations, commitments, values, and principles, and to take the
necessary steps forward in full partnership with Indigenous peoples.

“We, the undersigned, stand with Indigenous peoples in BC and call on Premier Eby and his government to
recommit to meaningful implementation of the UN Declaration and the Declaration Act, and to not amend
the Declaration Act or the Interpretation Act.”
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Congregation Emanu-El National Historic Site — tour and
optional bag lunch
Thursday May 7%, 10 am

Join Amber Woods, Victoria Historical Association member and Jewish history researcher, and
VHS Board Member and Oppenheim descendant Bonnie Campbell for stories about Victoria's
first brick house of worship. Meet at 1461 Blanshard Street, 10 am, Thursday, May 7.

The synagogue at the corner of Blanshard and Pandora is the oldest synagogue in continuous
use in Canada. Although the early Jewish population was about 100 people, they built a house of
worship to accommodate around 300. Hear why two cornerstones were laid at a gala event in
June 1863; how gold seeker and Prussian merchant Louis Oppenheim contributed to the building
of the synagogue and other tales of this magnificent building.

For lunch and socializing following the tour, head to the Atrium at noon to pick up your pre-
paid bagged lunch. Or bring your own.

Tour only: $20.00
Bagged lunch (open face 2 bagel, cream cheese, & lox, Portuguese tart and a Bubbly style soda
(lime or grapefruit): $14.00 (the total for tour and lunch is $34.00).

RSVP by April 30 to: jeniredale@hotmail.com requesting Tour and Bagged Lunch or Tour
only. Pre-payment required by e-transfer to treasurer@victoriahistoricalsociety.ca

(Photos: (left), fagade, Congregation Emanu-El circa 1985 (BC Archives 1-04856)
(right) front entrance at night, Amber Woods)

There are many additonal photos of the architechtural features on the synagogue’s 160
anniversary web page: https://www.160emanuel.ca/photo-gallery
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The Historic Architecture of Congregation Emanu-El
by Amber Woods

Built in 1863, Congregation Emanu-El, located in Victoria, British Columbia is the oldest
synagogue building in continuous use in Canada.

According to Parks Canada, Congregation Emanu-El was designated a National Historic Site on
November 15, 1979 largely because it is a “rare early surviving example of the 19th century
Romanesque Revival style synagogue architecture in Canada” and because it “is of outstanding
value as a rare and well-preserved link to that design tradition, and for its associations with the
history and traditions of Canada’s early Jewish communities.”

European settlement of Victoria began in 1843 when the Hudson’s Bay Company moved its
western headquarters to Victoria from Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River, in what is now
known as Washington State. In 1858 about 30,000 people poured into Victoria fuelling the Fraser
River Gold Rush. Most new arrivals, including the early Jews, came primarily from San
Francisco. By using the business skills they acquired and honed in California, Jewish pioneers
helped to establish Victoria’s mercantile infrastructure.

In 1859 the population of Jewish men was large enough to actively begin forming a Jewish
community. They established a cemetery (1860) and struck an ad hoc building committee to
create the synagogue. However, different interpretations and ways of observing Judaism
prevented a unified vision until 1862. At that point the congregation was officially founded and
the architectural firm of Wright and Saunders was hired.

From the 1860s to the turn of the century it was common for Jews in the diaspora to choose the
Romanesque Revival style for their synagogues. The design features of Romanesque Revival that
were incorporated included;

* Semi-circular arches over the doors and windows.

» A succession of rounded arches supported by columns. The use of rounded and successive
archways is repeated in the interior including for the Holy Ark which houses the Torah
Scrolls.

» Recessed doorways, columns capped by intricate capitals and fancy (corbelled)
brickwork. Congregation Emanu-El was the first brick house of worship in Victoria.

» Rosette windows. Rosette windows were key feature of the architectural style, both to the
Romanesque Revival style and in general for synagogues built in the late 19" century.

(Editor’s note: these architectural features and much more will be featured on the May 7%
tour.)
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Armoury Field Trip: VHS Rose to the Challenge

When VHS member John Azar spoke at the November 2025 meeting, he challenged the VHS
to join him on an in-depth tour of the General Sir Arthur W. Currie Armoury, previously known
as the Bay Street Armoury. The VHS field trip committee took up the challenge and on April 8,
2026 a large group joined John and several volunteers for a tour like no other.

The field trip was opened up to members of the Old Cemetery Society and word spread on
social media. The limit of forty participants was reached quickly (and there were fifteen people
on the waiting list). For many participants, this was their first time in the Armoury.

The building itself is a castle-like edifice designed by architect Major (later Colonel) William
Ridgway Wilson and built by the Parfitt Brothers firm between 1912 and 1915.

The armoury is shared by two regiments: the 5(BC) Field Regiment and the Canadian Scottish
(Princess Mary’s) Regiment. Each regiment has a regimental museum, three messes (Officers’,
Warrant Officers and Sergeants’ and Junior Ranks’), meeting rooms and a band room. The drill
square, gymnasium, dining room and some other facilities are shared.

The banner welcomed tour
participants to the newly renamed
General Sir Arthur W. Currie
Armoury. John Azar (right) and
Roger McGuire (left) Pipe Major of
the Canadian Scottish Regiment
(Princess Mary’s) led the tour
groups.

Several participants said this was
their first time in the building.

The 5(BC) Field Regiment Museum volunteers Craig Cotter (Director), Victor Skaarup
(Archivist) and Philip Sherwin (Historian) showed Council member Bonnie Campbell and other
visitors through their museum and officers’ mess.
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After profiling the activities of the Regimental Pipes and
Drums, Roger McGuire led visitors into the Canadian
Scottish Regimental Museum and adjoining Officers’
Mess where they were greeted by museum director
Randall (Randy) Evans and volunteers Kent Clarke and
John Azar. The museum displays include regimental
memorabilia, medal collections, small arms collections
and a timeless photo collection. (Editor’s Note: the photo
of Wallace leading the pipe band through the streets of
London at the end of WWII is a personal favourite).

When John Azar first suggested the tield trip to VHS members, he dangled the possibility of
being able to visit one of armoury’s two towers. After an excellent lunch in the General Sir
Arthur Currie dining room, tour participants had the opportunity to climb the spiral staircase to
the upper reaches of the south tower, which once had served as offices of the military district
before that function was moved to Vancouver. As Council members Jack Bryden and John Lutz
can attest, what goes up must also come down.

Text by Britta Gundersen-Bryden; photos by John Lutz and Britta Gundersen-Bryden.
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In Memoriam....

Gary Mitchell

Gary Mitchell of Victoria, Past President of British Columbia Historical Federation, passed
away on 9 February 2026 in his 82" year. He was born in Langley Township and raised on a
strawberry farm. He earned a B.A. in History from UBC in 1976 and a Master of Archival
Studies there in 1985. He enjoyed a 30-year career at BC Archives, retiring as Provincial
Archivist and Vice-President Collections and Research of Royal BC Museum.

Gary volunteered with many organizations related to archives, museums, and heraldry. He
received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee and Golden Jubilee Medals. He also was
awarded numerous marks of distinction for distinguished leadership and exemplary public
services. His love of Canada, its heritage and protocols, was profound. He brought conviction and
energy to the founding in 2021 of the highly successful BC Historical Federation Legacy Fund,
established to aid local archives, museums, and historians. Donations in his memory may be
made to BC Historical Federation Legacy Fund.

Submitted by
Barry Gough, Past President, BC Historical Federation
15 February 2026

Michael Halleran

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our friend, Michael Halleran.

Michael passed away in the early hours of February 5, 2026 with his friend Norman by his side.
Michael is survived by his brother Patrick, his sister-in-law Debora, and his cousin MaryAnn
Miller. Michael was a true animal lover, he also leaves behind his dachshund Meier and his cat
Tut. He was predeceased by his parents Henry and Beatrice, his brother Frank, and his sister
Harriett.

Michael was born in 1944 in San Francisco. A lifelong scholar with a deep love of history and
learning, Michael attended the University of Southern California where he graduated in 1966
with a Bachelor of Arts degree.

In 1969 Michael came to Canada, and soon after became a Canadian citizen. Michael then
travelled and worked in Australia in 70-71 before coming back to Canada. He went on to lecture
at Notre Dame University in Nelson and also taught at a private school in Victoria, and continued
his academic pursuits at UBC in 72-73 in the PhD program.

Michael dedicated 25 years of service to the Government of British Columbia, working as an
archivist, librarian, clerk and records manager before retiring from the Land Titles Branch.

In 1988 through diligent archival research found the lost Vancouver Island flag, and brought it
back to light. He walked into The Flag Store on Fort Street and together they produced the flag. It
became quite popular. He was especially proud of "his" flag.

Michael's passion for the history of British Columbia and Victoria continued throughout his
retirement. He was an active member of several organizations, including the Hallmark Society,
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the Historical Society of Victoria, and the Old Cemeteries Society as well as quite a few more.
Many knew him for his Sunday tours at Ross Bay Cemetery. where he shared stories of Victoria's
past-often including a ghost story or two.

Michael would "hold court" from the porch of his heritage home in Fairfield, enjoying good
company and the city and neighbourhood he loved. He was well known in the Fairfield
neighbourhood, often seen walking his beloved dachshunds and stopping to chat with friends and
neighbours, also enjoying a pint with friends at the local pubs.

Michael was a kind and sociable man who was always willing to lend a helping hand. He will be
deeply missed.

Michael will be laid to rest at Ross Bay Cemetery. A celebration of life will be held later this
spring with a date to be announced.

To plant a beautiful memorial tree in memory of Michael, please visit our Tree Store.
From the obituary published on April 12, 2026 in the Times-Colonist.

An article about Michael appeared on the front page of the Times-Colonist, April 16, 2026. As
VHS President Jenny Seeman said, Michael was the society’s long-time “diligent secretary,” as
intimately aware of proper procedure as he was the history of the society. He “knew the history
of Vancouver Island like the back of his hand,” said Seeman. “His knowledge of the people and
places connected to Vancouver Island’s past was both deep and wide and he was always willing
to share that knowledge.”

https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/obituary-historian-known-for-graveyard-tours-brought-lost-
flag-of-vancouver-island-to-life-
12146622%?utm_source=Email_Share&utm medium=Email Share&utm_ campaign=Email Share

Gary Mitchell Tribute to Michael Halleran
Photo: BC Historical Federation Times-Colonist, p. Al
BCHF Buzz February 2026 April 16, 2026
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Council Members 2025 — 2026

Executive

President: Jenny Seeman
jseeman(@thecastle.ca

Vice-President: Moira Dann

Treasurer: Dennis Flewelling
denjanf@shaw.ca

Secretary: Kathryn McAllister
Membership, Publicity & Distribution:
Frances Aknai francesaknai(@gmail.com

Members-at-Large

Jack Bryden

Massimo Calabrese
Bonnie Campbell

George Copley

Jennifer Iredale

John Lutz (Past-President)
Kent McNeil

Julianna Nielson
Charlayne Thornton-Joe

VHS is a non-profit charitable organization
and may issue tax receipts for donations.

VHS Quarterly Submissions

Members may submit articles, photos and
story ideas related to local, regional or
provincial history to the VHS Quarterly.

Authors should credit sources and obtain any
required permission for use of photographs
and images. Authors retain copyright of
submitted or published materials.

The editor, Britta Gundersen-Bryden, may be
reached at bgbryden@gmail.com

(Please note that email addresses and urls
[i.e., web site addresses or links] may not
work directly from the pdf version of the
VHS Quarterly. It may be necessary to key
in the email address or url directly or to do a
google search first.)
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Notes and News

VHS AGM - 7:00 pm, Thursday May
28, 2026. Followed by “Celebrating Tam
Kung Temple’s 150 Year Anniversary”
(see page 2)

April 26, 2026 — 2:00 pm, Charlie White
Theatre, Mary Winspear Centre, Sidney.
“Good Relations: George Abbott and
Adam Olsen in Dialogue”

Information and tickets:
https://artsvictoria.ca/show/912740/view

May 30, 2026

SAVE THE DATE! The annual BC
Historical Federation conference will be
held in Vancouver this year on Saturday,
May 30th! Join us for a day of learning,
connection, and celebration at the scenic
Creekside Community Recreation Centre
as we discuss the importance of telling
layered histories and the tough
conversations involved in this work.
Registration closes on May 15. To register:
https://bchistory.ca/conference

Flag: Colony of Vancouver Island
(see pages 10-11)
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