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Up-Coming Presentations  
 

March 23, 2023 

Victoria’s Chinatown: Historical and Cultural Perspectives 

on Victoria’s Chinatown  

Charlayne Thornton-Joe and John Adams 

  

   Victoria’s Chinatown is the oldest in Canada and once was the 

biggest. Today the population of Chinese Canadians in Victoria 

is 16,000, the highest it has ever been, but only a small number 

live in Chinatown. John Adams, historian and author of Chinese 

Victoria, and Charlayne Thornton-Joe, a city councillor for 

twenty years and now with the Chinese Canadian Museum in 

Fan Tan Alley, are partnering to present their perspectives on 

Chinatown. John will provide the historical framework and 

Charlayne will discuss her own lived experiences as a third-

generation Chinese Canadian whose family has deep roots in 

Chinatown. 

 

 
 

Charlayne Thornton-Joe and John Adams in Victoria’s Fan Tan Alley 
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About this Issue 

 

See pages 1 – 3 for a preview of up-

coming presentations. 

 

Two articles focus on leisure 

activities that come with spring and 

summer.  

 

First, the feature article by Nick 

Russell looks at “motelling” in the 

golden age of the automobile. 

Postcards from Nick’s extensive 

collection bring that period back to 

life, pp. 5 – 13. 

 

Second, Lorne Carnes and Peter 

Cresswell have provided a brief look 

at a century of one of Victoria’s 

time-honoured sports: lawn-bowling, 

pp. 14-15.  

 

Several readers responded to the last 

issue’s feature article by Jack Bryden 

about Victoria's Poodle Dog  

Café, p. 4.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Notes and News, page 16, includes 

information on a new publication by 

Dalys Barney, supported by the 

Nanaimo Historical Society and the 

local Nanaimo archives.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

April 27, 2023 

Union Zindabadi! South Asian Canadian Labour 

History in British Columbia 

Donna Sacuta and Henry John 

 

   The South Asian Canadian population in B.C. has a long 

and complex relationship with the labour movement. From 

early exclusionary practices to a recognition that racism is 

a tool of the boss to divide workers, the tenacity and 

strength of this community has always been forward 

looking. As a result, the labour movement has benefitted 

from strong South Asian leaders, activists and members. 

From the Portland Cement strike in 1906 to the lumber 

camps and beyond, South Asian labour has played a 

significant role in the history of Vancouver Island. Donna 

Sacuta, Executive Director of the BC Labour Heritage 

Centre, will be joined by Henry John, Archivist at the 

International Woodworkers of America (IWA) Archive in 

Lake Cowichan to discuss this ground-breaking work. 

 

 
 

Union Zindabad! by Donna Sacuta (above), Bailey Garden and Dr. 

Anushay Malik, University of Fraser Valley South Asian Studies 

Institute, 2022. Cover photo credit: Kaatza Station Museum & 

Archives, N01603, IWA Local 1-80, Wilmer Gold Photo Collection, 

©United Steelworkers Local 1-1937. 

 

 
 

Henry John 
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Up-coming presentations, continued. 

 

May 25, 2023 

Past Wrongs, Future Choices: Japanese History in Canada 

Dr. Jordan Stanger-Ross and Dr. Michael Abe 

 

What do we owe each other in times of crisis? The University of Victoria has served as the hub of 

two major partnerships – Landscapes of Injustice (2014-22) and now Past Wrongs, Future 

Choices (2022-29) – focussed on the mistreatment of people of Japanese heritage (Nikkei) during 

the 1940s. Canada was not alone in causing needless harm to Nikkei civilians. Allied countries 

across the Pacific conflated race and citizenship, interning, incarcerating, and expelling innocent 

civilians. Democratic societies fell into the abyss of racism at home, even as they fought fascism 

abroad. In this talk you’ll learn about efforts to address this history in Canada, as well as 

Canadian leadership of an international team asking how we might learn from the past to build 

more just futures. 

 

 
 

Michael Abe at the University of Victoria, Photo by Jon Woods 

 

 
 

Jordan Stanger-Ross and his latest book, Landscapes of Injustice: a New Perspective on the Internment and 

Dispossession of Japanese-Canadians (McGill-Queens University Press, 2020)  
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Article on the Poodle Dog Café Caught Readers’ Interest 

 
An up-island reader pointed out that the Poodle Dog Café identified as being in Kent, 

Washington was actually in Fife; he remembered passing it on trips south with his family. A 

reader from LaConner, Washington sent a photo (below) of the Nevada Bar which is now the 

Forum Art Gallery on La Conner’s First Street. 

 

 
 

Several VHS members commented on the article as well. Sherri Robinson brought some of her 

own Poodle Dog Café memorabilia to show the author at the VHS holiday luncheon and the letter 

below was received soon after publication. 
 
Hello Jack, 
 
I remember going to the Poodle Dog with my parents in the 40’s. If memory serves me right the 
tables had white linen cloths and the men waiters wore white linen aprons over their black trousers. I 
also seem to remember having Boston style (white) clam chowder. It was the place to go for a nice 
meal in those days. I recall it being fairly dark inside, perhaps a lot of dark wood and panelling. 
 
Could you tell me if I am right or wrong in seeming to remember that the Poodle Dog, either before or 
after it’s 700 block Yates Street site, was once located on Government Street? 
 
There are so many scanty memories from my childhood, for instance, the wooden sidewalks on 
upper Johnson Street, and the old firehall on the northeast corner of Yates and Camosun.  My 
grandparents lived on the corner of Johnson and Camosun and there was a grocery store just 
around the corner a ways down on Yates, I thought it was a Wellburns? Both my grandmother and 
grandfather on my father’s side were born in Victoria. Their ancestors arrived on the island in 1852 
and 1854. 
 
Enjoyed your article very much, as we do all articles written for the VHS. 
 
Dolores Stevens 



VHS Newsletter No. 65 5 

Feature Article 

 

Motel Postcards: 

Holding up a Mirror to the Auto Age 
 

By Nick Russell 
 

   Not surprisingly, the rise and fall of the motel matches North America’s love affair with the 

automobile. Simultaneously, cheap printing and postage boosted postcards, hence documenting 

the boom of both cars and motels. In Victoria, this coincided with a  surge in tourism. 

   Before World War I, taking the family on a road-trip was barely conceivable. The roads were 

terrible, and cars were expensive and unreliable. And fiercely uncomfortable. After the war, 

people needed to heal and to escape. Roads and vehicles were much improved. Route 66, from 

Chicago to California, opened in 1927 and a rough version of the Fraser Canyon Highway 

opened in 1926. And Henry Ford was eager to oblige, with motors for the millions.
1
 

 

 
 

1906: Victoria’s first car owners rallied through Beacon Hill Park. 

 

   For holidaymakers coming to Victoria, the Gorge became the go-to spot. The area had been 

popular with campers for decades: Dennis Minaker documents summer villages of tents, 

particularly on the south bank of the waterfront, started by locals.
2
 They were reached by boat, 

bus, or streetcar. 

   Intrepid Victoria drivers had already been checking out resources elsewhere. The Colonist 

interviewed one “automobilist,” A.H. Maynard, in summer 1922, who praised automobile camps 

                                                        
1 Ford sold 15-million Model T’s between 1908 and 1927. (Ford website.) 
2 Dennis Minaker, The Gorge of Summers Past., pp.29-30.    
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at Seattle and Portland.
3
 In August, the paper described visitors raving about their experience at 

an “auto camping park” on Gorge Road.  

   “Of recent days there have been as many as eighteen cars visiting the auto camp in one day. 

They come from as far east as Chicago, and Prairie cars are noted among them.” (Colonist, 22 

August 1922.) That winter, the site was expanded specifically to be ready for the spring run of the 

Bellingham and Anacortes ferries. (Colonist, 3 April 1923) 

   That fall, the Colonist reported another good season for the tourist camp: The camp opened on 

16 May, and by the time it closed it had hosted 1450 cars with 4860 visitors. (7 Sept. 1923, p.7) 

 

No Smart Phones! 

   And having arrived, the visitors needed to send a picture to friends to celebrate.  Cameras were 

crude, bulky and expensive to operate. (Remember film?) So, buying postcards as souvenirs was 

much easier – and cheaper: 1¢ postage in 1913; 2¢ in 1942, 4¢ in 1967.  

   The very earliest surviving Victoria camp holiday postcards show an open field with tents and 

classic `20s cars. A hand-printed label on one says “Tourist Camp, Victoria.” No address, but it’s 

probably the Victoria Auto Camp, at 99 Gorge Road West
4
 which first appears in the city Street 

Directory in 1924. It seems to have been developed the previous year, based on an existing 

tenting site. 

 

 

 
 

Victoria Tourist Auto Camp, at 99 Gorge Road W., c.1929. (undated SFU postcard MSC130-5226). 

 

   On the Mainland, by 1924 the Vancouver Street Directory listed 11 “Tourist Camps,” six on 

Kingsway, which of course became motel-central for decades. Victoria locals took the cue when 

travelers were able to easily get their vehicles onto the Island.  

                                                        
3 Colonist, 16 July 1922. This is almost certainly Albert Hatherley Maynard, son of the Victoria photographers, Richard & 
Hannah Maynard.  
4 Harriet Rd is the cut-off for Gorge Rd: Numbering starts there at “0,” going both East (back into Victoria), or West (in 
Saanich), leading to the Old Island Highway.  
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Ferries Became the Pinch-point 

   Cars could be brought to the Island by barge, and CP Rail ferries had carried a few vehicles 

across the Gulf of Georgia since 1901. But the Motor Princess, built in 1923 for the CP Railway 

ferry service to carry 45 cars, may have been the first vessel purpose-built for cars between 

Victoria and the U.S. (Sidney to Bellingham).  The Princess Kathleen and Princess Marguerite 

started on the triangle run (Vancouver, Seattle, Victoria) in 1927, each carrying 30 automobiles. 

And the Princess Victoria was converted in 1929 to take a massive 60 cars, Victoria to Seattle.
 5

 

   The drive-on/drive-off concept was a huge success. And eventually the downtown terminals 

became so congested that the whole process was moved to Swartz Bay.
6
  

   Eventually, the ferry line-ups became overwhelming. And people tended to mock the ferry 

food, though some of us looked forward to the “Sunshine Breakfast.” 

 

 

  
 

Card celebrating ferry line-ups.     Early ferries took cars as cargo. No drive-on/drive-off.  

 

           Below:  MV Tsawwassen, 1962.  

 
 

  
                                                        
5 But the Colonist reported in 1922 actually spotting a car in town with a Hawaiian licence plate! In 1958 Premier W.A.C.  
Bennett took over Black Ball Ferries and created the B.C. Ferries Corp. Then he began what he modestly described as “the 
greatest highway building program  . . .  in the entire Western world.” 
6 Amor de Cosmos had proposed a ferry terminal at Swartz Bay in 1889 but it took a while.   
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   However, growth of auto-tourism in Victoria was slow. Not until 1929 did the Victoria City 

Directory include a heading for “Tourist Camps.” There were just two listed, that year –the 

original camp, at 99 Gorge Road W., and a newcomer, Maynard’s Bungalow Court Camp, at 765 

Hillside. Avenue
7
.  The following year, two more were added: Macmillan’s Auto Camp and 

Service Station, at 601 Gorge Road, and Pigott’s Bungalow Auto Camp, at 595 Gorge Road.
8
 

Three more were added by 1931, but by that time there were 18 auto camps listed in Vancouver.  

   Evolving terminology indicates the maturing facilities. The generic word “Motel,” coined in 

California in 1925, didn’t gain traction in BC until the 1940s. For several years, the only listings 

were for “Auto Camps.” The first in Victoria directories was the “City Park Auto Camp” at 

Gorge Road & Tillicum Road in 1926.  

 

Early Postcards Elusive 

Postcards showing early motels (auto-camps, bungalow courts, etc.) are much commoner after 

WWII, by which time the prime sites were thriving: The 1963 Victoria Yellow Pages, for 

instance, lists a total of 43. They ranged from motels called The Islander (at 35 Gorge Rd E), the 

Redwood (131 Gorge Road E: gone), and the Pacific Isle (626 Gorge Road E., which survives 

today as rentals)—to the Home Bungalow Auto Camp, the Washington Motor Court, and the 

Gorge Auto Camp. Unfortunately, many of the cards in my collection don’t contain messages or 

dates, but seem to have been kept as souvenirs. One woman writes glowingly to her daughter in 

Centralia, Wash., and ends, “Keep this card for me.” Another writer describes the San Sebastian 

Auto Court as “just like a nice apt.” Some just bear a pencilled date, presumably as a reminder –

 or proof they were there.  

 

The Gorge: The Go-to Spot 

   Evidently from this point on, The Gorge was the place catering to the motoring crowd, a natural 

outgrowth from its popularity for summer camping. Dennis Minaker describes a day-camp at 

Curtis Point from 1919-1927. “The site also housed the Tourist Auto Camp, managed by the 

Victoria and Island Publicity Bureau,” he says. (p.29) So the local camp site morphed into a 

tourist camp site with a small store and communal kitchen.  

But who built the first little cluster of cottages, to supplant the seasonal tents? As The 

Gorge/Island Highway spine crosses several town boundaries, it’s difficult to assess when 

structures were erected. There’s a building permit for Red’s Motel and Grocery (595 Gorge Road 

E.) dated 1929. Macmillan’s Auto Camp was permitted in 1930. A building permit exists for the 

Home Bungalow Auto Camp at 565 Gorge Road E, in 1946. And the San Sebastian in 1941. 

Others are more opaque. 

   Few of the early motels/bungalow courts have survived unchanged, as developers hungrily 

eyed the properties – often two or three acres. But there is the Robin Hood, at 136 Gorge Road E.  

   Some, like the Windsor Motor Court, have been simply replaced with apartment blocks. A few 

have been renovated and become, in effect, hotels, such as the Thunderbird Motel (Douglas 

Street & Superior Street now the Helms Inn).  

 

    

                                                        
7 The proprietor was Lilian Maynard, granddaughter of the photographing Maynards, while her father Albert was 
manager. 
8 Picture postcards of these pioneer camps are highly elusive, if any! 
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Robin Hood Motel – then and now 

 

 

 
   
 

Thunderbird (then) = Helms Inn (now)  
    

Motels were still being added in the 1960s, such as the Crest (455 Belleville Street, since 

replaced by the Grand Pacific Hotel); the Bel-Isle (427 Belleville Street, heavily remodeled into 

the current Days Inn); the Admiral Court & Motel (257 Belleville Street @ Pendray Street; now 

the Admiral Inn). 

 

   
 

 
 

Bel-Isle (then) = Days Inn (now) 
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   Meanwhile, other facilities have mutated into long-term rentals: the Motel View Royal appears 

to be largely intact, at Island Highway and Helmcken Road. And the Cambridge at 345 Island 

Highway. Both evidently are now residential rental buildings. 

 

Competition for the Gorge Motels 

Why was the Gorge such a popular location for motels?  

 Availability of large lots, as the villas built in the 1880s & `90s had aged and were 

seen as white elephants
9
; 

 Proximity to downtown, for restaurants and amusements; 

 Attractive views of the water and access for swimming and boating; 

 Connecting to the Old Island Highway, with easy access up-Island. 

 

   The result was that, at various times, Gorge Road E & W was home to an astonishing 14 motels 

(and camps and courts), while the Island Highway was the address of another 16. So, some 30 

choices in a few kilometres. Of course, there were other popular locations, such as Belleville 

Street and upper Douglas Street (Crystal Court, Admiral Inn; the Colony, Ingraham, Tally Ho, 

and the Red Lion). and there were a few inland on the James Bay peninsula (i.e., the Shamrock 

Court, beside South Park School, replaced about a decade ago by townhouses). 

   Thus, at the height of motel popularity, the motoring visitor had some 50 places to choose from 

in the Victoria area. The trend was so overwhelming that in the 1960s the Empress swallowed its 

dignity and billed itself as “the Empress Hotel Motor Lodge” in the Yellow Pages.  

   Holiday postcards reflect how, as people prospered and the whole concept of motor holidays 

burgeoned, so ancillary services grew. Victoria sprouted a mass of restaurants: It was easy to 

motor from camp on the Gorge down to the Poodle Dog Café. Some of the motels gradually grew 

their own eating places. Holidaymakers camping in a field probably hoped only for a firepit, and 

the rest was up to them. But as they prospered, some evidently chose sophisticated facilities that 

boasted a restaurant, a grocery store and perhaps a pool.   

   Pools may well have been an added attraction as swimming in the Gorge became less 

salubrious, with major pollution (and traffic), especially from log booms. The swimming and 

diving competitions faded with World War I, and never resumed. But many postcards survive 

showing events on The Gorge before the Great War. 

 

Attractions Multiplied 

   Other postcards show attractions that would have appealed to automobilists, such as the 

Japanese tea gardens (1907-42), Ye Olde Curiosity Store & Museum, the topiary at the Pendray 

house on Belleville (c.1900-1940s?), the Crystal Garden saltwater pool (1925-64), Beacon Hill 

Park (1882 - ), Butchart Gardens (1909 - ), Benvenuto Road (paved in 1929), Thunderbird Park 

(1941- ), the Provincial Museum (in the Parliament Buildings, 1886-1968), and–for the 

intrepid—the Malahat (cleared and graveled in 1911).  

 

                                                        
9 The first building boom on the Gorge led to a dozen or more mega-homes, especially on waterfront acreage, 
with names like “Ashnola,,” “Fernleigh,””Kelston Wood,” “Glenwood,” “The Gables,” and Premier McBride’s 
own ”Glenelg.” Only “The Dingle” has survived.—but it shared its 10 acres with  “The Redwood” motel for 
some years. For more, see This Old House, vol 3. The demos and sub-divisions continued after WWII, but then 
the new builds were hotels and apartment complexes. 
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 Japanese Tea Garden 
 

 Provincial Museum 

 

       The Malahat 
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Surprising Survivors 
    A few motels, of course, have held to their original role, such as the Mayfair (650 Speed 

Avenue, clinging on amidst high-rises), and the wonderful Surf, on Dallas Road. 

 

 The Mayfair Motel, now. 

 

  The Surf Motel, now. 

        
   Barely visible from the street is the Metro Inn, formerly the Daffodil Inn, at 580 Garbally Road. 

Another remarkable survivor stands at 626 Gorge Road E. (opposite Centennial Church) which 

began in 1968 as the Pacific Isle Motel, became a Travelers Inn, and may yet become subsidized 

housing. 
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Pacific Isle Motel 

 

   But in the end, many are gone: The Shamrock, the Discovery, the Cheltenham, the Islander, the 

Crown & Anchor, the Donegal, the Macmillan, the Casa Linda, the Greenwood, the Crystal 

Court, the Coachman, the Towner Park, the San Sebastian, to name a few. 

   Today’s Yellow Pages – if you can find them – tell a very different story; there is just a handful 

of listings, mostly up-Island or in the Gulf Islands, or full-on hotels (Accent Inn, Admiral Inn, 

Travelodge). For some reason Spinnakers and Hotel Zed include themselves. But there’s the Surf, 

on Dallas Road, and the Scotsman on the Gorge: Of 43 listed in the 1963 Yellow Pages, it is 

down to two survivors from the halcyon days.  

   Only postcards tell the story of when automobilists went motelling. 

 

 

 

Nick Russell, historian, journalist and journalism teacher, wrote Victoria Then & Now: 
Postcards from the Past.  
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A Century on the Lawns 
THE CANADIAN PACIFIC LAWN BOWLING & CROQUET CLUB 1923 – 2023 

 

By Lorne Carnes and Peter Cresswell 

 

   The Canadian Pacific Lawn Bowling & Croquet Club celebrates its centennial this year, 

although initial steps were taken more than one hundred years ago. 

   On August 5, 1905, the Victoria Daily Times unveiled concept plans for a 'Proposed Palace of 

Amusement', promoted by the Tourist Association as an attractive complement to the palatial 

new CPR Empress Hotel being erected across Douglas Street. 

   By March of 1907, City Council was turning their attention to what was formally James Bay 

"but which is now filled with rubbish" and "seems probable it will be turned into a small park or 

recreational ground". 

   In April, 1921, employees of the CPR Empress Hotel, E & N Railway and BC Coast Service 

passed by-laws establishing a new CPR Social and Athletic Club, to include various sports and 

dance groups. In May, 1922, CPR built two cinder tennis courts and a four-rink bowling green 

across from their wharf offices at Menzies and Belleville Streets. The CPR Lawn Bowling Club 

hosted their first games in July, 1923. 

   Crystal Gardens opened on June 26, 1925 and, five years later, seed was sown for a new 

bowling green beside the building. The bowling club moved in 1930 to the Crystal Garden green 

and operated from a club room in the building but in 1962 were asked to vacate the room. At this 

time, the Club dropped requirements for members to be connected to CPR. A new clubhouse, 

designed by John DiCastri, was opened by Mayor Peter Pollen in 1981. 

   In January 2008, the City of Victoria pulled the Club land lease, giving it until September 20th 

to vacate. A Cridge Park Rescue Group was formed and on January 8th, 2008, Councillor Pam 

Madoff made a motion to Council "That Cridge Park and the CPR Bowling Green be removed 

from consideration for development", which passed. 

   In July 2008, the sport of croquet was introduced to the Club and by 2019 the club’s name was 

changed to incorporate the additional sport.  

   With a vibrant and growing membership offering year-round community sports programs to 

residents of an emerging high density downtown neighbourhood, the Canadian Pacific Lawn 

Bowling & Croquet Club is planning numerous activities for the summer and beyond. 

 

(Editor’s Note: Recently I noticed a sign over the front door of the Canadian Pacific Lawn 

Bowling & Croquet Club, indicating that club had been operating for a full century. Thank you to 

the authors, both members of the club, for agreeing to submit this article on the history of the 

club. More information about the club and its plans to celebrate the centenary may be found at 

https://www.downtownlawnbowling.ca)   
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Goup shot of the very first Club members, taken in 1923. They are standing at the end of rinks, along Menzies Street, 

just above the tennis court fronting on Belleville Street. Note the Empress Hotel roof in background. Photo provided 

by Lorne Carnes. 

 
 

Club membership of 1934 gathered on the new Crystal Court Green, the club’s present home, located behind the 

Crystal Garden building. Photo provided by Lorne Carnes. 
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Council Members   2020 – 2021  
 

Executive  
President: John Lutz jlutz@uvic.ca  

Vice-President: Jenny Seeman 

jenny.seeman@royalroads.ca  

Treasurer: Ronald Greene 250-812-5104  

Secretary: Kathryn McAllister   

Membership, Publicity & Distribution:  

Frances Aknai faknai@shaw.ca   

 

Members-at-Large  
Jack Bryden (Past-President) 

Jenny Clayton 

Wayne Norton 

Pia Russell 

 

VHS is a non-profit charitable organization 

and may issue tax receipts for donations. 

 

 

VHS Newsletter Submissions 

 

Members are encouraged to submit articles,  

photos and story ideas related to local, 

regional or provincial history to the VHS 

Newsletter.  Authors should credit sources 

and are responsible for obtaining any required 

permission for use of photographs and 

images.  

 

Authors retain copyright of submitted or 

published materials. 

 

The editor, Britta Gundersen-Bryden, may be 

reached at bgbryden@gmail.com  

 

Please note that email addresses and urls (i.e.,  

web site addresses or links) may not work 

directly from the pdf version of the VHS 
Newsletter.   

 

It may be necessary to key in the email 

address or url directly or to do a google 

search for the organization or publication. 

 

 

Notes and News 
 

VHS AGM – May 25, 2023   

 

The annual general meeting of the Victoria 

Historical Society will be held on May 25, 

2023, prior to the regular meeting. Members 

will receive more information prior to the 

meeting.  

 
Nanaimo Historical Society and Archives 

Support New Publication  
 

Dalys Barney of the Nanaimo Historical Society 

recently published Message on a Bottle: 

Nanaimo's Soda History, a booklet that will 

appeal to bottle collectors and those interested in 

Vancouver Island history. 

 

Starting as early as the 1870s, Nanaimo 

entrepreneurs were bottling and selling soda in 

the city. A small luxury that could be enjoyed by 

the young and old alike, bottled soda was 

especially welcomed at well-known Nanaimo 

summer events like the miners’ picnic. While 

independent local soda businesses have faded 

away with time and industry consolidation, what 

we’re left with today are the bottles, some of 

which feature iconic Nanaimo images like a 

crossed miner's pick and shovel or the Bastion.      

 

Not a pricing guide, but an attempt to tell the 

history of the city's soda industry, the booklet 

focuses on single-serving glass soda bottles and 

Nanaimo manufacturers like William Rumming, 

John Mitchell, and Louis Lawrence. 

 

This project was supported by a Leynard Legacy 

Grant from the Nanaimo Historical Society and 

funding from the Nanaimo Archives.  Dalys 

Barney works as a library technician at 

Vancouver Island University. She is a member 

of the Nanaimo Historical Society and blogs 

at vanislehistoryexplorer.ca,  
  
Price: $10 if collected in the Nanaimo-

Ladysmith area,or $12 if mailed. Contact the 

author at vihistoryexplorer@gmail.com 
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