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Up-Coming Presentations  
 

November 24, 2022  
Reconciliation Before Its Time:  
Wilson Duff as Provincial Anthropologist 
Dr. Robin Fisher 
 
As Provincial Anthropologist from 1950 to 1965, Wilson Duff 
worked to bring a First Nations presence and voices into the 
Museum. This presentation will focus on two of Duff’s many 
initiatives: first his partnership with Mungo Martin to rebuild 
Thunderbird Park and the opening of the house called 
Wa’waditla and, second, his work to salvage and restore totem 
poles from First Nations villages on the northern coast.  
 
Robin Fisher has taught BC and First Nations History, 
sometimes in First Nations communities such as Tk’emlúps te 
Secwe̓pemc in Kamloops and Kitasoo in Klemtu. He was also 
involved as an administrator establishing the University of 
Northern British Columbia and Mount Royal University in 
Calgary where he was Vice-President Academic. He returned to 
the coast in 2012 He continues to teach in Vancouver Island 
University’s Elder College. His latest publication is Wilson 
Duff: Coming Back – A Life. (See page 10). Photo below:  Robin 
Fisher at SG̱ang Gwaay. 
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About this Issue 
 
Up-coming Victoria Historical  
Society presentations are featured  
in this issue of the VHS Newsletter.  
See pages 1-4.  
 
The feature article, A Frivolous 
Look at Victoria's Poodle Dog  
Cafe by Jack Bryden, begins on  
page 5. This classic Victoria 
restaurant and its “litter mates”  
could be found up and down the 
Pacific Coast. 
 

 
 
See Bookmark! pages 9-11, for notes 
about recent publications by VHS 
members and presenters. The holiday 
season is a perfect time to support 
our local authors and booksellers.   
 
Notes and News, page 12, recognizes 
the passing of two VHS members, 
Catherine Shale and Ron Fuller.     
 
 
Finally, it’s never too late to donate 
to the scholarship fund, renew your 
VHS membership or consider giving 
a membership as a gift. The form is 
on page 13. Please note there are 
three ways to pay dues. In addition, 
members may indicate ways in which 
they wish to become more involved 
with VHS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 

December 3, 2022 - Holiday Luncheon 
Pets and Animals at Point Ellice House and in Greater 
Victoria in the 19th Century 
 Christeah Dupont  
  
Imagine living in Victoria with your family and pets more 
than one hundred years ago. What kind of animals do you 
have? What are their names? How are your attitudes and 
feelings towards animals different from the people of 
Victoria today? Point Ellice House Museum and Gardens 
explores these questions in their newest feature 
exhibit, The Animals of Point Ellice House. At this 
historic home, located along the water in Victoria’s Rock 
Bay neighbourhood, the O’Reilly family had relationships 
with animals that were directly tied to their social status, 
religion, and lifestyle.  

 

 
 

Photo:  Christeah Dupont 
 
Christeah Dupont oversees the care and maintenance of 
historic Point Ellice House as well as the 12,000+ artifacts 
in the collection. She holds a BA in Classical History and 
Anthropology as well as a Graduate Diploma in Cultural 
Resource Management from the University of Victoria. 
Christeah employs her previous experience as a 
commercial archaeologist and as a conservation intern at 
the RBCM in caring for the large collection. 
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January 26, 2023 
A Brief History of Brewing in British Columbia with a focus on Vancouver Island 
Joe Wiebe 
 
Joe will outline the history of brewing in BC with a particular emphasis on Vancouver Island 
from 1858 through the Prohibition period and the long decades of Lucky Lager that followed 
until the 1980s when the microbrewery movement began.    
 
In 1858, 21-year-old William Steinberger stepped off a steamship from San Francisco in the tiny 
port of Victoria. He was one of 30,000 prospectors bound for the Fraser Canyon Gold Rush. But 
Steinberger, who hailed from Köln, Germany where he had learned the craft of brewing, realized 
he could make money brewing beer for the thirsty crowds in Victoria, a boomtown which would 
see its population jump from 300 to 5,000 as it became the supply hub for prospectors. Before the 
year was out, he established BC’s first brewery, Victoria Brewing. 
 
Joe is a co-founder and Beer Director of Victoria Beer Week and a manager with the BC Ale 
Trail project. He also wrote Craft Beer Revolution: The Insider’s Guide to B.C. Breweries, a 
guidebook to BC’s burgeoning craft beer industry.  Joe has been a freelance writer for 20 years, 
writing hundreds of articles on a wide range of subjects including arts and culture, sports, 
business and travel. Since 2008 he has written about craft beer in a wide variety of publications 
and is the beer columnist for CBC Radio’s All Points West program, and often appears on other 
radio and TV shows as a craft beer expert. 
 
 

 
   
 
Photo above:  Joe Wiebe 
 
Links:  
https://www.thirstywriter.com/ 
 
https://linktr.ee/JoeWiebe 
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February 23, 2023 
Abkhazi Garden: Sanctuary from War 
Dr. Geoffrey Bird  
 
Join Dr. Geoffrey Bird when he presents on his latest film, Abkhazi Garden: Sanctuary from 
War. Geoff leads the War Heritage Research Initiative at Royal Roads University. In this session, 
he will screen his latest film and then provide an overview of his ongoing research and film work 
relating to sites of war memory in Victoria and beyond.  
 
Dr. Bird is a Professor in the School of Communication and Culture at Royal Roads University 
since 2008. In 2015, Geoff initiated the War Heritage Research Initiative and embarked on 
writing, directing, and producing over 30 short public education films. Several films focus on 
sites of war memory in the Greater Victoria and surrounding area, such the Fort Rodd Hill, the 
Jewish Cemetery, William Head (Chinese Labour Corps) and the Memorial Avenue trees. 
 
Geoff grew up in Victoria before leaving for university in Quebec and Ontario. He served as an 
officer in the naval reserve and also had the opportunity to work as a guide at the Vimy Ridge 
Memorial Park. Geoff has been involved in post-secondary education, sustainability and 
community development for some 30 years through government, consulting or as an 
instructor/professor. He has lived and worked in Malaysia and Vietnam. Geoff’s interests include 
local history, leading him to form a successful heritage walking tour company in the 90s/00s. 
 
 
March 23, 2023 
Victoria’s Chinatown: Historical and Cultural Perspectives on Victoria’s Chinatown  
Charlayne Thornton-Joe and John Adams 
  
Victoria’s Chinatown is the oldest in Canada and once was the biggest. Today the population of 
Chinese Canadians in Victoria is 16,000, the highest it has ever been, but only a small number 
live in Chinatown. John Adams, historian and author of Chinese Victoria and Charlayne 
Thornton-Joe, a city councillor for twenty years and now with the Chinese Canadian Museum in 
Fan Tan Alley are partnering to present their perspectives on Chinatown. John will provide the 
historical framework and Charlayne will discuss her own lived experiences as a third-generation 
Chinese Canadian whose family has deep roots in Chinatown. 
  
Charlayne Thornton-Joe was born and raised in Victoria. Her family had long-time business and 
social connections in Chinatown and were part of the migration of Chinese Canadian families 
from Chinatown itself into the inner suburbs and eventually to Gordon Head. After a career in 
community service, she is fulfilling a dream of making a Chinese museum in Victoria a reality. 
  
John Adams was born in Ontario to parents who had only been in the country for eighteen 
months when he first saw the light of day. Arriving in Victoria in 1960 as an eleven-year-old, he 
disguised his status as an interloper by immersing himself in local history. He loves to share his 
newfound information through his writings, talks and walking tours. 
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Feature Article: A Frivolous Look at Victoria's Poodle Dog Cafe 
 

by Jack Bryden 

Past President, Victoria Historical Society 

 
From the late nineteenth century until after the Second World War, Victoria’s Poodle Dog Cafe 
was the place to go. Today there are many in Victoria who remember the Poodle Dog.  Some 
even dined there. 
 
My father often talked about the day in the 1930s when his older brother took him to the Poodle 
Dog. My father’s brother was an athlete and the Poodle Dog sponsored a number of Victoria’s 
sports teams. Local teams competed to win various Poodle Dog trophies. As unique as Victoria’s 
Poodle Dog sounds, it wasn’t the first or even the last Poodle Dog on the west coast of North 
America. There have been Poodle Dog restaurants and bars in Nanaimo, Vancouver and Tacoma, 
all influenced by the most famous and oldest Poodle Dog, located in San Francisco. 
 
San Francisco’s Poodle Dog opened in 1849. At the time San Francisco was a rough town, full of 
speculators and dreamers, all hoping to get rich quick; many of them did. San Francisco’s Poodle 
Dog was where many went to spend their money, usually foolishly. People associated the name 
“Poodle Dog” with French culture and anything French meant fine dining, amongst other things. 
San Francisco’s Poodle Dog was famous for menu items such as “Frog Legs Poulette’. The 
Poodle Dog had five floors with the first for family dining; the second was reserved for meetings 
and banquets. The top three floors were accessible by a side entrance and a private elevator. The 
top three floors contained sumptuous suites which could be reserved for private encounters, if the 
patron had the financial wherewithal to do so.   
 
During the latter half of the nineteenth century, San Francisco was the most influential city on the 
west coast and Victoria had strong connections with it, especially before the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad was completed to the Burrard Inlet in1886. People, mail, news, foodstuffs, alcohol and 
economic incentives often came north from California. San Francisco was connected to the east 
coast by mail, rail and telegraph twenty years before similar east-west connections existed in 
British Columbia.  Vancouver Island was rich in coal but we used little of it ourselves; most of 
this resource was shipped to the booming energy markets of California. Returning ships brought 
back US newspapers from San Francisco, Portland and Olympia. Victoria’s early newspapers 
usually transferred this news directly into Island papers. California was a large, wild exciting 
place to be; many British Columbians travelled to and from there for work and pleasure. San 
Francisco influenced Vancouver Island and Victoria in many ways. Victoria’s Poodle Dog Cafe 
was just one example. 
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Victoria BC’s Poodle Dog Cafe on Yates Street and the restaurant’s menu, on a promotional postcard. 

 
Although Victoria’s Poodle Dog was never as opulent and risqué as the California original, it 
tried to be classy. The Victoria Poodle Dog neon sign highlighted a dog with a bottle of French                                      
Champagne. That proved controversial for staid Victoria.	
	
Unlike San Francisco, Victoria’s Poodle Dog never was associated with hidden suites and secret 
encounters, however Victoria’s Poodle Dog had its own run-in with the law… the all-powerful 
BC liquor commission. In the 1950s the Poodle Dog lost its liquor licence and was told that the 
restaurant wouldn’t regain it until the its sign showing a dog serving alcohol was brought down.   

 

  Clipping left:  Victoria Daily Times May 26, 1954, page 1 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The pettiness of this provincial ruling 

seems to have riled Victoria Daily 
Times columnist Bruce Hutchinson 

who wrote in 1954: “The Government 
of British Columbia does not object to 
the sale of liquor because it is evil, but 

because it makes the customer feel 
good." 
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There have been other Poodle Dogs in BC history. Early Vancouver may have been rougher than 
early San Francisco and its Poodle Dog was a dangerous-looking bar made entirely of scraps of 
wood. Nanaimo’s Poodle Dog struggled to stay open and tried to use blatant racism to attract 
customers. 
 
	

          
 
Bar at the Poodle Dog Hotel, 318 Cordova Street,  
Vancouver, BC, 1898. City of Vancouver Archives.          Nanaimo Daily News, 29 August 1890, page 4 
 
 
 
A Poodle Dog restaurant still exists just north of Tacoma in Washington State and this 
restaurant’s advertising mentions its link to the original Poodle Dog of San Francisco.  
 

 

 
 

The Poodle Dog, Kent, Washington State 
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In 1886 with the completion of the CPR, British Columbia began to shift its geographic focus 
from the south towards the east. But all through the latter half of the nineteenth century, US 
newspapers with news from California and the Puget Sound arrived by sea in Victoria almost 
daily. With marine steamboat service people in the Puget Sound had regular access to Victoria 
newspapers. Regional ideas were shared, adopted or rejected.  All of this helped shape the culture 
of the island we now live on. It may seem frivolous to focus on the west coast Poodle Dogs but 
these bars and restaurants are illustrative of an understudied and overlooked part of the fabric of 
our island.  Although many history fans research our connections with the United Kingdom, the 
British Empire, Ontario and even Quebec, it may be useful for local historians to look just on the 
other side of BC’s southern border in order to understand mutually shared events and ideas that 
came to shape the community that we live in today. 
 

 

 

 
 

From the Poodle Dog, San Francisco 
 

 

Editor:  If any VHS members have memories of the Poodle Dog, please share them with Jack Bryden, 
jbryden2@gmail.com  
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Bookmark! 
Ideas for Holiday Gift-Giving (or Simply Treating Yourself) 

New Publications by VHS Members 

   

 

 

 

 

In his new book, Wayne Norton invites readers to join him 
on a dozen historical journeys through the Elk Valley and 
Crowsnest Pass. Beneath the Coal Dust looks back at the 
red-light district of Fernie, the legacy of historic women’s ice 
hockey, the regional financial crisis caused by the Home 
Bank collapse of 1923, the history of local breweries before 
and after prohibition, and the experience of both Chinese and 
Syrian immigrants in what was a predominantly white settler 
region. The other articles (equally fascinating!) are also 
intended for those interested not necessarily in the broad 
sweep of national history, but rather in the smaller stories 
that are specific to a remote and historically rich area 
Beneath the Coal Dust is published by Caitlin Press and 
should be available at local bookstores. 
	

For most hockey fans hailing from Canada’s westernmost 
province, the sport’s most coveted prize, the Stanley Cup, 
has remained frustratingly elusive for nearly a century. But 
what many people do not know is that the west coast, and in 
particular the city of Victoria, was once a hockey mecca, 
where superstars flourished, Hall of Famers were made, and 
big victories—yes, even the Stanley Cup of 1925—were 
won. 

Capitals, Aristocrats, and Cougars is a deep dive into the 
world of professional hockey in Victoria from 1911 to 1925, 
an era that saw forty-nine men take their turns in one of the 
city’s newly minted teams. It was also an era of 
unprecedented social, economic, and political change, a 
period that spanned the First World War and redefined 
Canada’s national identity. With meticulous research and 
encyclopedic knowledge, author, historian, and consummate 
hockey fan Alan Livingstone MacLeod chronicles the key 
players, coaches, arena builders, and team visionaries who 
contributed to this long-forgotten chapter of hockey history, 
and puts them all in the context of what was going on in the 
world at the time. This in-depth account is sure to delight 
history buffs and hockey fans alike. 
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Recent Books by VHS Presenters  

November 2022 – Robin Fisher  

 

 

 

 

Twenty years in preparation, John Adams’ Chinese Victoria: A 
Long and Difficult Journey contains fascinating stories of people 
from China and their descendants who have lived and worked in 
Victoria from 1858 to the present.  496 pages. Full colour. Over 
800 illustrations and maps.  $80.00 plus $4.00 GST.  Contact: 
John Adams. (250) 384-2895  john@discoverthepast.com 
	
In addition to being available in local bookstores, John is selling 
copies directly. He is happy to reserve (and sign) copies for VHS 
members.  Books may be collected from John Adams directly; 
within Greater Victoria, he will personally deliver the book at no 
extra cost. 
 
John Adams and Charlayne Thornton-Joe will be the VHS 
presenters on March 23, 2023.  
	

Today there is real concern in the museum world, and particularly, 
at the Royal British Columbia Museum, about appropriation and 
decolonization. But these issues, and efforts to confront them, are 
not new. Current efforts to decolonize do not always acknowledge 
those who have gone before. Robin Fisher touches of such issues in 
his latest book, a biography of Wilson Duff titled Wilson Duff: 
Coming Back – A Life. 
	
Robin has published on several other aspects of British Columbia 
history including the Contact and Conflict: Indian-European 
Relations in British Columbia, 1774-1890, which won the award 
for best historical writing in Canada, Duff Pattullo of British 
Columbia and Vancouver's Voyage: Charting the Northwest 
Coast, 1791-1795.  
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October 2022 - Sylvia Olsen 

					
	
 
September 2022 - Jean Barman 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
April	2022	–	Greg	Fraser	
	

				
and contradictions of the man best known 
as Nanaimo’s founder and one of the most 
successful Metis men to rise through the 
ranks of the Hudson’s Bay Company in the 
late 19th century. 
	
	
	

March 2022 - Linda J. Eversole 
 
Linda J. Eversole followed up Stella:  
Unrepentant Madam with the equally-well 
researched Victoria Unbuttoned:  A Red-
Light History of BC’s Capital City. 
 

 
 

February 2022 - Lara Campbell  
 

  
 
December	–	Barry	Gough	
 
Possessing Meares Island: A Historian’s 
Journey into the Past of Clayoquot Sound is 
centred on Meares Island, near Tofino. 
	

  

 

    

	
	

Sylvia Olsen’s latest 
book is Unravelling 
Canada:  A Knitting 
Journey.  Sylvia has 
written two more books 
on knitting and history 
and is the author of 
numerous books for 
young adults.	

Jean	Barman	has	
authored	more	
than	twenty	books	
and	countless	
articles	on	BC	
history.		Her	
presentation	and	
forthcoming	book	
share	the	title	
British	Columbia	
in	the	Balance:		
1846	–	1871.			
	

Joseph William 
McKay: A Metis 
Business Leader 
in Colonial 
British Columbia, 
by Greg Fraser, 
looks at the 
accomplishments  
	

Award-winning author 
Barry Gough connects 
18th century 
Indigenous - colonial 
trade relations to more 
recent historical 
upheavals and 
describes how the Nuu-
chah-nulth Tribal 
Council invoked their 
legal claim to the land 
and defended it from 
clear-cutting.	

A timely book of 
interest to many 
VHS members is 
Lara Campbell’s 
A Great 
Revolutionary 
Wave.  
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Council Members   2020 – 2021  
 
Executive  
President: John Lutz jlutz@uvic.ca  
Vice-President: Jenny Seeman 
jenny.seeman@royalroads.ca  
Treasurer: Ronald Greene 250-812-5104  
Secretary: Kathryn McAllister   
Membership, Publicity & Distribution:  
Frances Aknai faknai@shaw.ca   
 
Members-at-Large  
Jack Bryden (Past-President) 
Jenny Clayton 
Wayne Norton 
Pia Russell 
 
VHS is a non-profit charitable organization 
and may issue tax receipts for donations. 
 
 
Call for VHS Newsletter Submissions 
 
Members are encouraged to submit articles,  
photos and story ideas related to local, 
regional or provincial history to the VHS 
Newsletter.  Authors should credit sources 
and are responsible for obtaining any required 
permission for use of photographs and 
images.  
 
Authors retain copyright of submitted or 
published materials. 
 
The editor, Britta Gundersen-Bryden, may be 
reached at bgbryden@gmail.com  
 
Please note that email addresses and urls (i.e.,  
web site addresses or links) may not work 
directly from the pdf version of the VHS 
Newsletter.   
 
It may be necessary to key in the email 
address or url directly or to do a google 
search for the organization or publication. 
 
	

Notes and News 
 
In Passing ….  
 
Catherine Shale – 1944 - 2022 
 
Cathie Elizabeth Rosa Shale was born in 
Victoria on May 27 1944, the daughter of 
Stanley Shale, a noted pianist with the London 
Royal Academy of Music, and Eelin Munro, a 
nurse. 
 
As a young girl, Cathie moved to England with 
her father and became a boarder at Manor House 
School in England. She returned to Victoria 
when she was seventeen.  Cathie loved history, 
her work with the Richard III Society fascinated 
her and she played an essential role in the 
discovery of Richard III's resting place in 2012.  
 
(taken from Times-Colonist obituary) 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/victoria
-bc/catherine-shale-10930822 
 
 
Ron Fuller – 1933 - 2022         
 
Ron Fuller’s son Russ, asked that the following 
message be shared:    
 
My father Ron Fuller was a long-time VHS 
member.  Dad passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by his three children, their 
partners and two of his grandchildren, 
listening to music he enjoyed, on October 21st 
at Royal Jubilee Hospital.  Dad was a people 
person, who really enjoyed VHS meetings and 
field trips, both for the fascinating history that 
we all learned and for the wonderful 
friendships he made.  He was a great 
husband, father, grandfather, uncle, and 
friend.  We miss him very much and will 
cherish his memory. 
 
Attached please find Ron’s obituary at:  
 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/vi
ctoria-bc/ronald-fuller-10982125 
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Victoria Historical Society	
2022-2023 Annual Membership Application 

New Member_____  or  Renewal____ (If Renewal, is all contact information the same as prior year? Y  N ) 
Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ____________________________________  Province: _________________Postal Code:________ 
Email: ________________________________________ Phone:  ________________________________ 
  Single Membership(s)    ______  x  $30 =  __________ 
  Family Membership(s)    ______  x  $40   = __________ 
  Student Membership(s)    ______  x  $10   =  __________  
  Donation to Scholarship Fund (Receipt for donations $10 and greater will be provided   __________ 
      
  Date of Remittance: _____________________                Total Remittance:  .                  . 
 

Would you be Interested in Participating in the Activities of the Society? 
 

Greeter to welcome visitors and new members:  ______________________________________   
Organizing Meeting Refreshments:                     ______________________________________ 
Book Auction:         ______________________________________ 
Organizing Field Trips:                                        ______________________________________ 
Write History Article or Review for Newsletter:    ______________________________________ 
Other: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Three ways to pay your Membership Dues:  Print and complete this form then: 
 
#1 Place this completed form in an envelope with your cash or cheque, write your name on the outside of 
the envelope and give to the Membership Secretary. 
 
#2 Put this completed form in an envelope with your cheque (do NOT mail cash) and mail it to: 
VICTORIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 50001 
RP0 Fairfield Plaza 
Victoria BC V8S 5L8 
 
#3 Send an electronic transfer for your Membership Dues to: treasurer@victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca  
Send your completed Membership form to: treasurer@victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca  
                               
You will receive confirmation by email of receipt of your membership dues.  A paper receipt and 
membership card will be available at the following month’s meeting for you to pick up. 
 
IMPORTANT:  All new subscriptions for BC History Magazine will be handled directly by 
British Columbia History Federation - website: www.bchistory.ca	 
 


