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VHS Meetings
4th Thursday of the month
(September – May) 7:30 pm.
Presentations begin at 8 pm.
James Bay New Horizons, 234
Menzies Street, Victoria.
(Meetings will be in-person, if
permitted, though venues may
set limits on numbers.
Members will be informed of
protocols/changes by e-mail.)
Website:
www.victoriahistoricalsociety.
bc.ca
Or visit us on Facebook.
Or find Victoria Historical
Society BC at youtube.com

Up-Coming Presentations
September 23
Telling Stories on the Whale Coast: Reflections on Public
and Marine Environmental History
Presenter: Dr. Jason Colby
The waters and marine life of the Pacific Coast have long
shaped human history and culture and yet we know so little
about this relationship. What has been lost in marine abundance
over the last two centuries? What does the rising status of
whales (and declining importance of salmon) tell us about our
changing regional economy and culture? How do we balance
scientific insights with indigenous knowledge in practicing
marine environmental history?

Dr. Jason Colby

Dr. Patricia Roy

October 28
What Prompted British Columbians to Join Canada?
Presenter: Dr. Patricia Roy
It was not inevitable that British Columbia would join the
Canadian Confederation in 1871; the colony had other options.
Its residents disagreed on what would be the best but the
decision was not entirely theirs to make. One hundred and fifty
years later Dr. Roy looks back at what made us Canadian.

About this Issue
The Victoria Historical Society
has an exciting program of
presentations lined up for the
coming year. The first four are
highlighted in this issue of the
VHS Newsletter.

November 25
The Transformer and the Creation of the
Songhees World
Cheryl Bryce
Songhees wisdom keeper and story teller Cheryl
Bryce will share Songhees history including stories
about the transformation of the landscape into the
landforms of what we today call Greater Victoria.

Readers have an opportunity to
learn more about the new VHS
President, Paul Ferguson. The
full list of members of the
Council will be found on page 8.
For several years, VHS members
looked forward to summer field
trips. Such trips have not been
possible during this historymaking pandemic but it still is
possible to take personal field
trips in our own neighbourhoods.
This issue includes articles about
Lewis Street and an easilymissed historical marker (below)
just south of Dallas Road, both in
the James Bay neighbourhood.

Cheryl Bryce

December 4 Holiday lunch at the Union Club
How I Came to Possess Meares Island
Presenter: Dr. Barry Gough
In his new book
Possessing Meares
Island: A Historian’s
Journey Into The Past Of
Clayoquot Sound, Dr.
Gough links early
maritime history,
Indigenous land rights,
and modern
environmental advocacy.
Dr. Barry Gough

VHS members appreciated an
opportunity to have their recent
publications featured in the 2020
Winter issue. That opportunity
will be repeated this year;
members are encouraged to think
about sending brief descriptions
of their books to the VHS
Newsletter editor (see p. 8) by
mid-October.
VHS Newsletter

His talk reflects on the “Meares Island case,”
commenced in1985, that started his journey and ends
in 2021 with personal perspectives on the currents of
change that have swept our coastal shores and the
dramatic epoch including a momentous triumph for
Indigenous rights.
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Meet Paul Ferguson, the New VHS President
Paul is a man of many hats. He is a historian, film consultant, photographer, musician
and author. Paul is not one to sit still for any length of time. He is always on the “look out” for
the next picture to take or the next story to dig into. He loves his books, but even more he likes
to be visiting and walking in one of his many favourite places throughout the world.
Paul grew up as the son of a Canadian Army Sergeant and from an early age, Paul was a
traveller and this is a love that has not diminished. He is often described as having “itchy feet”
and there is nothing better for him than to plan a trip and go exploring. Paul has travelled
extensively across Canada and Europe. He enjoys all vistas from the landscapes of France and
Flanders to the ridges of Gallipoli, the Grand Harbour of Valletta, Malta or our local community
garden.
Known as a researcher for many years, Paul has for the past 14 years turned his attention
to film production including writing and content development. He enjoys taking a topic and
placing into words the essence of a story, place and experience. In sharing his work Paul uses
other mediums such as film clips, music, and poetry to enhance his writing. For him, there is
nothing more inviting than to have an idea in his head and then finding the perfect quote or song
to absorb the reader.
Paul is a consummate storyteller who has captivated listeners with his insight into places
around the world as well as places right here at home. Paul’s many hats engage him in a lifestyle
that keeps him very busy and on the “look out” every day.

Thank you to Rosemary
Ferguson for the profile
and photograph of Paul.
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Feature Article: Every Street Has a Story – Or Two
by Britta Gundersen-Bryden
The Victoria Historical Society is known for its
focus on local history, (with a few virtual and real
excursions throughout the region, of course). And what
could be more local than a street in one’s own
neighbourhood?
Lewis Street, in Victoria’s James Bay
neighbourhood, is only one block long but thanks to
recent residents and a City of Victoria My Great
Neighbourhood Grant, historical information about many
of the homes and the first residents is displayed on
attractive oval plaques, mounted where those strolling by
may learn more about these homes, many of which are
more than a century old.
Seventeen plaques were created as part of the
Lewis Street Heritage Project; today four are easy to see
on the west side of the street, from #16 to #38 and nine
on the east side, from #19 to #67.
The east corner of Lewis Street and Dallas Road
is occupied now by a high-rise building; the west side by
a townhouse development. It is necessary to walk a few
steps up Lewis Street from Dallas Road to view the
historic homes and the oval plaques.
The small oval markers are a good starting point
to uncover the history of Lewis Street but there are a
number of other sources of historical information readily
available, too, including:
Victoria fire insurance maps (available through the
University of Victoria archives online), Canadian census
and WWI military records (easily accessed through
various genealogy websites); British Columbia city
directories (made available on-line by the Vancouver
Public Library), the City of Victoria on-line archives and
the Victoria Heritage Foundation’s website.
Lewis Street can be entered from
Dallas Road or from two pathways
that go west, off Menzies Street.
The heritage plaques are easy to spot.
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Then there is our local treasure trove – the Times
Colonist archives, which include the British Colonist,
and its variants, 1858 to 1950.
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The British Colonist tells the story of Lewis Street’s municipal infrastructure. In June
1891, residents asked the city for “grading and sidewalk.” The matter was referred to the Street
committee. By 1902 houses on the street had been connected to the municipal sewer system. In
1912, residents asked for asphalt paving. Today, Lewis Street is paved but still has no sidewalks
and the new sewer system pipes run under Dallas Road, a few steps to the south.
Fire insurance maps help trace the street’s development. The 1885 map for “Lewis Ave”
showed five structures, all on the west side, close to Dallas Road. The 1903 map showed five
structures on the west side, three on the east side and one narrow lane, connecting Lewis Street to
Menzies Street. Interestingly, houses numbered 16, 24, 28, 35 and 39 were on the 1903 map;
however, the Lewis Street Heritage plaques indicates that the first residents lived in some of these
houses several later years. Were the 1903 structures built “on spec” to be sold eventually? Were
some structures replaced by more “modern” homes? By 1913 the fire insurance map showed two
more houses on the street, including #38.
Different private companies produced city directories long before the advent of telephone
books (which themselves are now historic documents). The content and accuracy vary. In some
years, more than one company produced a volume; in other years no directories were produced.
The most useful directories include two lists – one of city residents by surname and their
addresses and sometimes occupation and one of house addresses with the names of the occupants
(not owners). The directories were published more often than the census or fire insurance maps
but the lists do not always match and information must be double-checked against other sources,
such as those given at the beginning of this article. Nonetheless, the directories are very helpful
when trying to tell a street’s story.
There was no City of Victoria directory in 1906 or 1907 but the 1905 Henderson directory
listed Lewis Street residents as “Capt. John M. Macleod, Ackerman, Salt and Couper.” The 1908
directory lists residents as Capt. John Macleod, Joseph Ackerman, Harry Austin and George
Spratt. These names line up well with the Lewis Street Heritage Project names and other
documents.
How much did it cost to live on Lewis Street? Advertisements in the British Colonist
provide clues. Early during WWI, a modern seven room house was advertised for rent at the rate
of $14 a month. Near the end of the war, #19 (six rooms, fully furnished) was advertised for $30
a month. In 1907, a lot “near Dallas Road and close to the car line” was listed for sale at $800
and a six-room, modern house could be purchased for $2,750. By 1912, prices had risen
dramatically; a “substantially built house of six rooms, modern, etc.” was listed for $5,750 – a
hundred dollars more than a “beautiful 7-roomed house” on Foul Bay Road that boasted many
features including a “pantry, separate scullery, large bath and two separate toilets.” It seems
Lewis Street was a desirable place to live.
On June 14, 1900, the fire department was called to a Lewis Street house owned by Mr.
John Piercy, the residence of one Mrs. Spain. The blaze damaged the house (which was insured)
and the furniture (which was not).
In many cases, the first residents were not the longest nor the best-known. William H.
Knight, carpenter and bicycle repairer, is given as the first resident of #39; he lived there from
VHS Newsletter

No. 60

5

1908 to 1911 (though there is a structure at #39 on the 1903 fire insurance map, the city issued a
building permit to W. H. Knight on March 6, 1908 to “erect a dwelling, on Lewis Street to cost
$1000.). According to Victoria Heritage Foundation, the next residents were William and Hanna
Brown, who took up residence at #39 in 1911. In 1915, at the age of 37, William Brown enlisted
in the Canadian army. He survived the war. The Browns occupied the house until 1947. A wellknown local figure, Carole James lived in #39 Lewis Street in the 1980s and 90s.
The story of two Lewis Street residents is intriguing even tragic. The 1901 census
recorded that Isabell (sic) Barlow (age 50) and Joseph Pearson (sic) (age 64) resided at the same
address on Fort Street. She was a widow and landlady; he was a lodger. Over the next ten years,
some city directories listed her but not him or him but not her. Then the spring 1911 census
recorded that Isabella Barlow (widow) and Joseph Peirson (boarder) both lived at #38 Louis (sic)
Street. That autumn they both died, only eleven days apart. Her death, while travelling between
Ashcroft and 100 Mile House, led to a provincial police inquiry; his death in a downtown
Victoria office building was sudden and led to local speculation. Both deaths received much
attention in the local press but only by using multiple resources is it possible to uncover more
about these, and other, Lewis Street residents.

Albert E. Gibbs, a clerk at the BC Coast Steamship
Service, was the first resident at #67, a charming
1924 cottage (photo above). He was one of
several Lewis Street residents associated with
the region’s maritime activities.
Article photos by author.

Sources: Carlson, Linda, “Lewis Street Heritage” James Bay Beacon
https://www.jamesbaybeacon.com/home/2019/8/8/lewis-street-heritage
British Colonist, several issues, including October 1911 coverage of the deaths of Mrs.
Isabella Barlow and Mr. Joseph Pierson.
VHS Newsletter
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1878 – The Year Victoria and Esquimalt
Weren’t Attacked by the Russian Empire
by Jack Bryden
A solid-looking marker on the corner of Dallas Road and Olympia Street states that there
once was a gun battery located on that spot. The guns were to be used to defend Victoria against
approaching Imperial Russian warships. There is no other evidence of the old earthworks and
large guns. The guns were removed in 1892.
During the nineteenth century our little community spent much time worrying about
rumored invasions of one sort or another. Imagined invasions led by various combinations of
Americans, Fenians, Chinese labourers and Russians were the talk of the town. There was some
justification for the rumors. Victorians perceived themselves to be located in a tiny, vulnerable
Pacific outpost of the British Empire. The United States and Imperial Russia did not like Britain
and both powers had a growing military presence in the north Pacific. Local residents watched
for any indication of a Russo-American entente. Russian warships often passed by Victoria to be
welcomed enthusiastically by the dynamic port of San Francisco. In 1878, Victoria was loosely
affiliated on paper with the newly formed Canada, but there were no direct rail or telegraph
connections to eastern Canada. During the 1870’s the Canadian government had let the Canadian
militia decline and both Esquimalt and Victoria harbors were unprotected. There was little
expectation that Canada had the ability to protect the west coast or that Britain would devote
more than a few aging ships of the British navy to defend Esquimalt Harbor. Victorians felt
expendable in the game of global politics. Britain had other priorities, and after the military
power displayed during the US civil war, Britain was not interested in a costly war or even a
show of military force against the United States. Russian expansion was a concern to Britain but
the British navy was focused on containing Russia’s growth elsewhere.
In 1878 Russia and Britain were close to war (again!) and the Seattle press
enthusiastically pointed out that Russian warships visiting the US were located nearer to Victoria
than the British navy. These rumors encouraged Lieut-Col. Charles Frederick Houghton to
organize his local militia and to construct rudimentary gun placements to protect Victoria’s
harbors. A man with questionable military skills, Houghton was best known for leading the local
militia in 1877 to quell a miners’ strike in Wellington and for being charged with assaulting the
editor of the Victoria Daily Standard with a cane.
Russian warships did not attack Victoria in 1878, but it was clear that if they had, the
defenses hastily constructed along Dallas Road and nearer to Esquimalt were completely
inadequate. When visiting the plaque on Dallas Road, try to imagine how remote and poorlyprotected the residents of Victoria must have felt. Russian warships of the time could fire
exploding shells from great distances. It was known that Russian ships were manned by large
numbers of energetic sailors who were well-trained in the art of war. Over the following years,
fears of Russian, Fenian or American invasions faded but the fear of attack remained. In the
twentieth century better defenses were built to defend Victoria from potential attacks from
Germany during the first world war and Japan during the second.
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Council Members 2020 – 2021
Executive
President: Paul Ferguson 250-415-3985
V. P.: John Lutz jlutz@uvic.ca
Treasurer: Ronald Greene 250-812-5104
Secretary: Michael Halleran 250-382-0837
Membership, Publicity & Distribution:
Frances Aknai faknai@shaw.ca
Members-at-Large
Jack Bryden (Past-President)
Jenny Clayton
Kathryn McAllister
Jenny Seeman
VHS is a non-profit charitable organization
and may
issue tax receipts for donations.
Call for VHS Newsletter Submissions
Members are encouraged to submit articles,
photos and story ideas related to local,
regional
or provincial history to the VHS Newsletter.
Authors should credit sources and are
responsible for obtaining any required
permission for use of photographs and
images.
Authors retain copyright of submitted or
published materials.
The editor, Britta Gundersen-Bryden, may be
reached at bgbryden@gmail.com
Please note that email addresses and urls (i.e.,
web site addresses or links) may not work
directly from the pdf version of the VHS
Newsletter.
It may be necessary to key in the email
address or url directly or to do a google
search for the organization or publication.
VHS Newsletter
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Notes and News
Meetings
Since September 2020, the Victoria
Historical Society has held its monthly
meetings via Zoom. Two AGMs have also
been held via Zoom. Council worked hard
to organize a solid program over the past
year and our speakers (many of whom are
VHS members) rose to the challenge and
gave our members many interesting
presentations.
Council is working closely with our usual
venue, James Bay New Horizons, and it is
anticipated that in-person meetings will
begin again in September. Members will be
informed as soon as possible in September
to confirm details regarding the up-coming
meetings.
It is anticipated that the December holiday
lunch meeting will be held at the Union
Club. Details to follow.
Annual Membership Renewals
Annual membership fees are now due. The
membership form is on page 9. Please note
the change related the subscriptions to BC
History Magazine.
Many members opt to pay their fees in
person at the September meeting. Please fill
out the form in advance to make the
payment process easier for all. Better yet –
mail in the form and a cheque. Please do
NOT mail cash.
All inquiries regarding membership
should be sent to Frances Aknai at
faknai@shaw.ca
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Victoria Historical Society
2021-2022 Annual Membership Application
New Member_____ or Renewal_____(If Renewal, is all contact information the same as prior year? Y N )
Name(s)______________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________ Province___________________ Postal Code_______
Email_________________________________________ Phone_________________________________
Single Membership(s)

______ x $20 =

Family Membership(s)

______ x $25

=

__________

Student Membership(s)

______ x $10

=

__________

Donation to Scholarship Fund

__________

__________

(Receipt for donations $10 and greater will be provided)

Date of Remittance______________________

Total Remittance

Please complete this form prior to attending
the meeting. Then deliver it with your payment
to the Membership Secretary.

or

.

.

Mail to: (Please do not mail cash)
VICTORIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 50001
RPO Fairfield Plaza
Victoria, B.C. V8S 5L8

IMPORTANT: All new subscriptions for BC History Magazine will be handled directly by
British Columbia History Federation through the BCHF website at www.bchistory.ca

Please pick up your membership card and payment receipt at the meeting.
------------------------------------------------------------------------Message from BCHF regarding BC History magazine subscriptions
The British Columbia History Federation has decided move away from processing discounted magazine
subscriptions through its member societies.
Our phase-out of the multi-subscription program will begin on September 1, 2021. After that date, all renewals will
be handled through the BCHF website www.bchistory.ca or through direct contact with BCHF membership chair by
email to callie@bchistory.ca or — as always — by mail.
How will this work? When your renewal comes due, you will receive an email from the BCHF indicating ways to
pay for your $25 subscription via credit card or by cheque.
All existing subscriptions will continue to their natural renewal date, and all discounted subscription renewals paid to
societies over the summer will be honoured. We anticipate that the transition will be complete by September 1 2022
as a full annual cycle of renewals passes through the system.
We are proud of BC History magazine, and we are confident that we will be able to serve subscribers better by being
in direct contact with them.
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