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4th Thursday of the month
(September – May)
James Bay New Horizons,
234 Menzies Street, Victoria.

Up-Coming Presentations
An exciting series of Victoria Historical Society
presentations has been organized for the coming months.
The presentations will be offered at the monthly meetings,
available to members via Zoom. The Zoom link will be sent
out to the membership in advance. Meetings will allow
time for discussion and questions.
February 25
Japanese Family Removals from Saltspring Island
Presenter: Brian Smallshaw

Currently, virtual meetings are
replacing the in-person
meetings. Meetings will
begin at 7:00 pm, on Zoom.
The link will be sent to
members prior to the meeting.
Website:
www.victoriahistoricalsociety.
bc.ca
Or visit us on Facebook.
Or find Victoria Historical
Society BC at youtube.com

Our presenter has written numerous articles and given many
presentations on the Japanese individuals and families who
lived on Saltspring Island. His recent book is titled As if
They Were the Enemy (2020).

About this Issue

Up-Coming Presentations continued …

Following the medical theme
introduced by John Lutz’s
January presentation, “Death
in the Bottle: threats to
deliberately spread smallpox
in the Pacific Northwest in the
nineteenth century,” this issue
features an article about the
institution known as “The
Little French Hospital.”

March 25

Many VHS members may
know about the roles Dr. John
Helmcken, Bishop Edward
Cridge and the Sisters of St.
Ann played in laying the
foundation of medical care in
the British colony on
Vancouver Island; fewer may
know about Sosthenos Driard,
Jules Rueff and the French
Benevolent Society.
L’Association historique
francophone de Victoria
(AHFV) has given the VHS
permission to use the
following excerpt from
French Presence in
Victoria, B.C. 1843 –
1991. A few edits have been
made, in collaboration with
AHFV.
https://ahfv.org
The medical theme will
continue with the March 25
presentation by Katharine
Rollwagen.
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Teaching Public History with the 1918
Pandemic in Nanaimo
Presenter: Katharine Rollwagen
As a history professor at Vancouver Island
University, Katharine Rollwagen used the
1918 pandemic to help her students
understand a significant world event in a
local context. The students then created an
exhibit for the Nanaimo Museum in order to
share their knowledge and new skills with
the wider community. The presentation will
focus on the process of developing the
historians of tomorrow.
Local newspapers
were sources of
information and
advice during the
1918 pandemic.
The example to
the left is from
Kelowna.

The Spring issue of the Newsletter will
provide more details about the April and
May presentations:
April 22
Victoria’s Chinatown
Presenter: John Adams
May 27
Victoria’s Dairies
Presenter: Ron Greene
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Feature Article: The Little French Hospital
Adapted from:

"La Société Française de Bienfaisance et Secours Mutuels de Victoria - 1860"
From the colony's very beginning, a group of Frenchmen applied the principle of mutual
support for the care of sick people.
Jules Rueff and Sosthemes L. Driard arrived in Victoria in 1858; the former became a
merchant and the latter a hotel owner. Driard, born at Lachapelle, France, emigrated to
California, via New Orleans, in 1850. With J. Rueff and J. Vaillant, he established relief society
to support the sick and the needy. Relying on their experience, on February 24, 1860 Rueff and
Driard set up a similar organization in Victoria - La Societe Francaise de Bienfaisance et Secours
Mutuels de Victoria (also known as the French Benevolent and Mutual Aid Society).
On March 6, 1860, the Colonist reported that the French had created a replica of the relief
society existing in San Francisco; in fact, the statutes of both societies were almost identical. For
example, to become a member, one had to be in good health and make a commitment to pay one
dollar per month. Members were admitted at the hospital without cost; medication and doctors'
services were free. Everyone, regardless of nationality, could be admitted to the hospital. Nonmembers of the society had to pay a hospital fee according to a fixed rate. In keeping with the
society’s rules, a majority of the administrators had to be French and negotiations had to be
conducted in the French language. However, the rules were printed in English.
A house situated on Herald Street between Government and Store Street, which belonged
to Mr. Alfred Waddington, was rented and converted into a twenty-bed hospital. The Victoria
Gazette of June 8, 1860 announced that the hospital was ready to receive patients. On the same
day, the names of the members of the Board were published. The executive included: President:
P. Corbiniere; Vice-President: A. Ledier; Treasurer: T. Perrodin and Secretary: L. A. Henslin.
In addition, the new society named a legal counsellor, J.B. Timmerman, and a physician,
Dr. Nicolet Michel Clerjon. Dr. Clerjon had studied at the "Clinique et Académie médicale de
Paris" and had practiced in China and California. He arrived in Victoria in 1858 and remained
here until his death in February 1864. Doctor J. W. Powell succeeded him. Thanks to good
administration, the society was able to build a new hospital on Humboldt Street in 1865.
Every year the names of the elected directors and the financial report were published.
Victoria’s newspapers were highly complimentary of the hospital and praised the French people's
generosity.
Some local residents believed that the French flag they could
see from the top of Beacon Hill was on the French Consulate; it
was actually atop the hospital.
This building was an ambassador of peace where human
suffering was relieved, thanks to citizens’ generosity.
VHS Newsletter
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In 1870, the Colonist announced that the society had plans to enlarge the buildings; the
society also wanted to beautify the one-acre plot with shrubs, flowers and sidewalks. The projects
would cost several hundred dollars. The members of the society formed a large and unified
community and consequently their fund-raising activities were productive.
In 1872 Mr. Driard retired; the society’s members gave him a golden walking cane to
express their appreciation to the society's founder and their gratitude for his dedication as
president in the last four years.
A Colonist editorial published on January 29, 1873 indicated that the society had more
than two hundred members of every nationality. The hospital, surrounded by beautiful gardens
and situated in one of the best districts of the city, was an ideal location for convalescents. The
assets of the society were valued in the hundreds of dollars.
After providing medical care for many years, the hospital was compelled to close its
doors in 1884; nevertheless society members continued making their monthly contributions and
receiving weekly allowances when they were ill. Their society continued to flourish. On April 22,
1890, all the members of the society were summoned to an extraordinary meeting with the
purpose of electing a committee that would meet Royal Jubilee hospital authorities. The
committees would discuss under what conditions the two hospitals might amalgamate. Should the
conditions be unfavorable, the French Benevolent Society would erect a new building. At that
point, the Society’s assets were estimated to be between $10,000 and $12,000.
The discussions went well. On October 8, 1890 the two entities merged and the Royal
Hospital, which had existed since 1858, became the Provincial Royal Jubilee Hospital. The
members of the Société Française de Bienfaisance et Secours Mutuels were entitled to elect
directors to the new hospital’s board. Society members as of the date of the merger had a lifetime
guarantee of daily services in the clinic and the use of a bed if they needed hospital care. Up
until1937-38 the right to elect directors was at least partially exercised. In 1949, two society
members still benefited from the advantages gained by the merger.
The activities of the French Benevolent Society demonstrate that from the colony's very
beginning Victoria’s Francophones had the desire and energy to unite and survive. They were
never numerous but they left their mark on local history and beyond. The French Benevolent
Society was "avant-garde" and foreshadowed Canada’s present collaborative approach to
medical care.
Bibliography
The French in British Columbia by Willard E Ireland H.B.H.Q. April 1949, page 78-89.
Victoria Colonist: June 8,1860; November 20,1868; July 1, 1870; August 14, 1870; January
29,1873; January 22, 1889; January 21,1890.
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Black History Month:
So Much Still to Learn
The two letters in the column to the left were
published in the Victoria Daily Times on August 31, 1886
(p. 4).
William Tecumseh Sherman may have been in
Victoria for a short visit in August 1886. He appears to have
been on the West Coast to attend events organized by
veterans of the US civil war living in California and
Oregon. The Times published communications between
Sherman and local citizens that the newspaper referred to as
the “Colored Citizens of Victoria".
Sherman and former US president Ulysses S. Grant
were recognized as the military officers most responsible for
defeating the Southern Confederacy. A complex man and a
proponent of total war, Sherman may not have had the same
strong sense of ending racial inequality that Abraham
Lincoln and Grant shared. Nonetheless, his response is
interesting.
The letter of our local residents to Sherman shows
that the US war to end slavery and its repercussions are also
part of Victoria's history.
Here is a challenge to VHS members: we need to
find out more about the lives of the first letter’s signatories:
S. Whitley, Thos. W. Pierre, R. T. Clanton, A. Spotts, N.
Pointer, J. Montero, Geo. White, James Barnswell, Paris
Carter, Wm. H. Wheeler, R. Perpeno, S. Cooness, W. C.
White, J. D. Matthews, C. H. Harris, Wm. Smith, Willis
Bond and “fifty others.”
Editor’s Note: the project to digitize copies of the Victoria
Daily Times and make them available without charge has
just been completed. This opens new avenues for local
research.
http://archive.org/details/victoriadailytimes
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Council Members 2020 – 2021

News & Notes

Executive
President: Jack Bryden 250-590-8594
V. P.: Paul Ferguson 250-415-3985
Treasurer: Ronald Greene 250-598-1835
Secretary: Michael Halleran 250-382-0837
Membership Secretary: Callie Anderson
778-533-8448

History Challenge
The Mill Bay/Malahat Historical Society has
launched a series of entertaining history trivia
video clips titled “I Never Would Have Guessed
That.”
To date there are three episodes, each about five
minutes long. Society member Maureen
Alexander, appropriately garbed in period
costume, poses three questions and gives viewers
ten seconds to respond to each. So far, the first
questions ask “Fact or Fiction?” after Alexander
profiles an unusual item from the society’s
Heritage Museum. The following two questions
are multiple choice. Viewers are invited to send
in a message to indicate how well they have
done.

Members-at-Large
Patricia Roy (Past-President) proy@uvic.ca
Frances Aknai (Publicity & Distribution)
faknai@shaw.ca
Jenny Clayton
John Lutz
Kathryn McAllister
John Whittaker

VHS is a non-profit charitable society and may
issue tax receipts for donations.

Kudos to the Mill Bay/Malahat Historical
Society for adding a bit of fun to these cold
winter months.

Call for VHS Newsletter Submissions
Members are encouraged to submit articles,
photos or story ideas related to local, regional
or provincial history to the VHS Newsletter.
Authors should credit sources and are responsible
for obtaining any required permission for use of
photographs and images. The editor, Britta
Gundersen-Bryden, may be reached at
bgbryden@gmail.com

Please note that email addresses and urls (i.e.,
web site addresses or links) may not work directly
from the pdf version of the VHS Newsletter.
It may be necessary to key in the email address
or url directly or to do a google search for the
organization or publication.
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The fourth episode wil be posted on February 23.
Give it a try and see if you can score a perfect
3/3. https://millbaymalahathistory.com
March 15 Deadline for CNRS
Proposals
There is still time to submit proposals for papers
or presentations to the Canadian Nautical
Research Society/Société Canadienne Pour la
Recherche Nautique annual conference 10-11
June 2021. The virtual conference will
commemorate the 150th anniversary of British
Columbia joining Canada, 25 July 1871.
For details see the VHS Newletter No. 56 or
contact Michael Hadley: pilgrim33@telus.net or
David Collins: birchinall@gmail.com
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