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“Your splendid success brought new life to us all.” 

The struggles and triumphs of artist Sophie 

Pemberton (1869-1959) ~ Kathryn Bridge

Victoria-born and raised, Sophie Pemberton was the 

middle daughter, her father’s favourite, and a 

determined personality.  Despite episodes of 

debilitating illnesses and family tragedies, she 

pursued serious artistic endeavours with the goal of 

becoming a professional artist, a career not easily 

accomplished by a woman at that this time. in history.  

This talk will focus on Sophie, her family circle and 

her friendships.

Kathryn Bridge retired from the Royal British 

Columbia Museum in 2017 where she had worked 

variously as an archivist, curator and manager.  She 

holds an adjunct appointment in the History 

Department, UVic. Her current research focuses on 

several historical women artists in BC.

25 April 2019

Heritage: Descendants of United Empire Loyalists 

in Early Victoria ~ Yvonne Van Ruskenveld

As Victoria grew from its fort days, settlers arrived 

from across British North America. Among them were 

some who proudly traced their ancestry to the United 

Empire Loyalists who, as a reward for their loyalty to 

the British Crown during the American Revolution, 

received land in what is now eastern Canada.  Many of 

their descendants made a mark on Victoria. 

 Yvonne Van Ruskenveld has been fascinated by local 

history since she arrived in Victoria in 1990.  A long-

time member of the Old Cemeteries Society, she has 

presented tours on a wide range of topics, including 

women’s history, gold rushes, symbolism, and epitaphs. 

She is also a member of the Victoria Historical Society 

and the Western Front Association – Pacific Coast 

Branch.
 
23 May 2019

Who Wins?: The Battle for California’s Energy 

Market between Vancouver Island and Puget 

Sound Coal Mines, 1880-1914 ~ Jack Bryden
 
How did Vancouver Island energize California?  

Between 1880 and 1914, the rapidly growing state of 

California relied on imported coal to power everything 

from locomotives and warships to stoves and heaters 

in private homes.  Yet, despite tariff barriers and 

competition from Washington State, Vancouver Island 

coal producers became the major suppliers of coal to 

the Golden State.
 
Jack Bryden, a former employee of the BC Ministry of 

Environment, is a past-president of the BC Water and 

Waste Association and the current President of the 

Victoria Historical Society.  Jack and wife Britta 

presently divide their time between residences in 

Victoria and Quebec City where Jack is on the Board 

of the 195 year old Literary and Historical Society of 

Quebec.

III

THE LANGHAM COURT THEATRE

eptember 2018 marked the opening of our 90th Sseason.  The Langham Court Theatre Society is 
the oldest community theatre in Western Canada, 
which, of course, includes being the oldest theatre 
group in Victoria.
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It was founded in the fall of 1929 as the Mimes and 

Masquers’ Guild and opened at the Crystal Gardens 

with an evening of one-act plays staged in the lower 

ballroom of the old Crystal Gardens opposite the 

Empress Hotel.   In the early years, only two or three 

shows were presented each season, each for a single 

performance.  In 1933 the Mimes and Masquers’ 

became the Victoria Little Theatre Association and 

they roamed the city playing wherever and whenever 

they could.  At one point, the company was reduced to 

performing in a leaky garage where audiences shared 

leg room with buckets theatrically placed to catch the 

drips.  Despite the lack of home and rehearsal space, 

the group grew and flourished.

The two original buildings that make up the present 

theatre date from the 1890s and were the carriage 

house and barn for The Laurels, the former home of 

Victoria realtor and businessman, Robert Ward, who 

had recently returned to England. The mansion, still 

standing next door is now an apartment building.  In 

1903 the Collegiate Boys’ School, oldest such school in 

British Columbia, relocated to The Laurels.  The 

carriage house and barn were transformed into 

classrooms and later an auditorium/gymnasium.  St. 

George’s Girls’ School took over in 1912; Miss Suttie, 

the headmistress, had a well-rounded teaching 

program which included the game of cricket.  After 

the school closed in 1928 owing to insufficient 

enrolment, the main school building (The Laurels) 

became a lodging house, and the other buildings fell 

into disuse.

For a number of years following, the carriage house 

became a rental hall for service clubs and societies.  In 

1938 the Victoria Little Theatre Association got a 

home, a converted school gym just off Rockland 

Avenue and began renovating it.  The renovations 

turned it into a theatre in 1940 and the Victoria Little 

Theatre Association bought the building.  The first 

full-length production following alterations to the 

building was in 1940.  It was a comedy called “Freddy 

Steps Out” and ran for three nights.  Since it was 

wartime, proceeds from the first night’s performance 

went to the Canadian Red Cross Society.
                                                                

The Victoria Little Theatre group continued to grow, 

but divided in the late forties.  One half stayed at 

Langham Court as Victoria Little Theatre 

Association.  The other half formed a new group, The 

Victoria Players’ Guild, and returned to the nomadic 

lifestyle of the thirties. The Victoria Little Theatre 

Association had the building and the Victoria Players’ 

Guild had the talent.   In 1950 the two halves reunited 

with the new name, The Victoria Theatre Guild and 

Dramatic School.  This remained the society’s name 

until 2018.   With differences put aside, the opening 

production of “I Remember Mama” (directed by 

Audrey St. Denys Johnson) was a great success. 
In 1950, the carriage house and the barn were joined 

together and the new building was renamed Langham 

Court Theatre.  You can still see parts of the original 

outsides of the two buildings where they were joined in 

a corridor leading downstairs. 

The group entered “The Heiress” in the 1951 BC 

Regional Drama Festival and Helen Smith, who played 

the leading part in the play, received the Best Actress 

award.  The dominant force in the Little Theatre at 

that time was Audrey St. Denys Johnson, the well-

known local drama and music critic.

At some time over the years, the Langham Court 

Theatre appears to have attracted a resident ghost, 

known only as the ‘costume lady’.  Evidence of this is 

shown in the unexplained scattering of costumes.  

Others claim that she is a stable-hand, or, some say a 

student from the girls’ school, but most agree that it is 

Original Carriage House

Original Stable/Barn

Stagehouse
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a female spirit.  Some Guild members claim to have 

seen or sensed her spirit or experienced unusual 

occurrences.

The mortgage was paid off by the Society’s 25th 

anniversary in 1954.  This Season began with a 

Garden Party in August 1953 and ended with another 

Garden Party in June 1954.  Also in 1954, the Jerry 

Gosley Smile Show began an annual summer event 

that lasted until 1970.
 
Since then, the Guild has gone from strength to 

strength, although when the Fire Marshall imposed 

costly upgrades on the building in 1968, it was put up 

for sale for $25,000.  Fortunately, no buyer was found. 

A program of renovation was instituted at the end of 

July, and the Theatre was reopened in mid-October 

with the production of “Oh Dad, Poor Dad, Mama’s 

Hung You in the Closet, and I’m Feelin’ So Sad.”

The 1970s were marked by a number of major 

projects, and a continuing improvement of the 

facilities at Langham Court – as well as ongoing 

refurbishing and repairs.  The pace of major 

improvements quickened in the 1980s.  Suffice it to 

say, a great deal of work has gone in to the buildings 

over the last 90 years to develop the theatre into its 

current state.  This includes the addition of a stage 

house, sloped floor and theatre seating in the 

auditorium, dressing rooms, washrooms, property 

storage, lighting and scenery storage, control booth, 

costume loft, rehearsal room, scenery and costume 

workshops, a lobby and lounge/bar area.  The red-

painted, much altered and enlarged theatre building 

with its white trim is an interesting juxtaposition of 

styles and shapes, yet fully in keeping with the use for 

which it is intended.

Langham Court Theatre Society, its new name as of 

November 2018, now produces six shows each season, 

each of which runs for sixteen performances.  Our 

Season starts in early Fall and runs until the end of 

June in the following year.  An audience survey was 

done in June 2012.  It showed that Langham Court 

Theatre audiences prefer to see comedies, followed by 

musicals, then mysteries or dramas, with “edgy” plays 

a long way behind. Comedies, mysteries and dramas 

have a long track record of success with our audiences.  

Since 1929, Langham Court Theatre has provided 

opportunities for approximately 50,000 volunteers. We 

have staged nearly 4,500 performances of over 500 

plays using upwards of 5,000 actors. Approximately 

half a million patrons have been greeted by 

innumerable volunteer ushers, bartenders and front of 

house. 

Although most members get involved at Langham 

Court Theatre for enjoyment, many people have gone 

on from here to successful theatrical careers.  

Celebrated local artists Duncan Regehr (the Zorro 

series), Sheila McCarthy (Little House on the Prairie), 

Roarke Critchlow (Days of Our Lies) and Sara 

Topham and Amanda Lisman who have acted at the 

Stratford Festival and on Broadway for several seasons 

are just a few.  Amanda has appeared in the TV series 

Suits, and yes, that was her in a recent Colgate 

commercial.  Many actors and technicians have gone 

into the professional world because of the firm 

foundation they have built at Langham Court.

Langham Court Theatre has always acknowledged its 

members who made outstanding contributions of time 

and talent to the organization.  The tradition began 

with the Victoria Little Theatre Association awarding 

four Life Memberships in 1947.  Quita Nichol, wife of 

the Honourable Walter Cameron Nichol, Lieutenant 

Governor of British Columbia was Life Member 

number 1.  Ann-Lee Ross and Ian Ross (owners of  

The Butchart Gardens) were made Life Members in 

1949.  Percy George (Victoria mayor and Guild 

president) was made a Life member in 1959.  Tommy 

Mayne (teacher, volunteer, town crier, actor, Guild 

president) was made a Life member in 1975 and 

passed away this year, just months short of his 100 

birthday.  Audrey St. Denys Johnson (mentioned 

earlier as a drama and music critic, director, Guild 

president) was made a life member in 1989.  To date, 

there have been 98 Life Memberships awarded – three 

at Langham Court’s most recent Annual General 

Meeting in November 2018 – Diana Keating, Wendy 
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Merk and Drew Waveryn, a familiar name to VHS 

members..

Langham Court Theatre has a wonderful Archive.  It 

began very early when the first information was saved 

– in the theatre there is a framed photograph of “The 

Pigeon” staged in 1930.  The program collection 

begins in 1933 with “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”  By 1938 the 

source documents for “Quinney’s” include a 

photograph, program and ticket stub.  Gerald 

Hummel (Life Member 1949) maintained an archival 

photographic record of productions at Langham Court 

from 1942 to 1949.  He mounted and framed the 

photos for display in the theatre at his own expense.  

In addition, he carefully identified and labelled the 

actors and the plays.  The tradition of making a 

posterboard (mounted program and photographs for 

public display) for each play seems to have started 

with “The Enchanted” (staged November 18 – 26) in 

1960.  However posterboards for the 60s are few and 

far between.  By the 70’s, posterboards are more likely 

than not.  But from the 80s on, each show has a 

posterboard.  John Gilliland used the Archive to create 

numerous reports and (saying no one should wait 25 

years) created the format which we now used to create 

new life members.  In 2011 the posterboards changed 

from the traditional black and white photographs to 

colour.  The Archive also has play files with programs 

and photographs (and some negatives) that can be 

used to create posterboards for plays.  

Information from the Archive has been compiled into 

books.  The “In Memoriam” book honours the Life 

Members who have passed away with photographs and 

an acknowledgment of their service to Langham.  

Celebrating Langham’s 85th Anniversary; “Playbills to 

Programs,” is a look at 85 special/odd/interesting 

programs.  The “90th Season Birthday Celebration” 

book was given to the Lieutenant Governor at 

Government House on February 8, 2019 at Langham’s 

birthday party.  This book is a comprehensive look at 

all the plays Langham has done in its 90 years and a 

copy will be kept at the theatre. 

The mission statement of the Archive is to make 

Langham’s history interesting and available.  To 

achieve this mission statement, the books stay on a 

purpose-built shelf in the Lounge and the 

posterboards are displayed in the hallways.  Last, but 

not least, the Archive also has a database of all the 

names of all the people who worked on play 

productions as shown in the programs, going back to 

1933.  At the present time there are approximately 

25,000 entries.  Each entry details include:  last name, 

first name, play title, volunteer activity, year and 

month.  It is a very valuable tool.

Langham Court Theatre has many volunteers.  As 

previously mentioned, approximately half a million 

patrons have been greeted by innumerable volunteer 

ushers, bartenders and front of house.  The volunteer 

list doesn’t end here. Also included are directors, 

producers, stage management, designers, set builders 

and painters, operators, dressers, art show 

coordination, bookkeeper, gardeners, costume loft 

volunteers, properties and furniture rental 

management, the archive management, Readers’ 

Theatre, production chair(s), bookkeepers, 

administrative support, the ghost, and very 

importantly an elected Board of Directors consisting 

of President, Past President, Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, 4 Members at Large. 

In addition to the volunteers, Langham Court Theatre 

also has some paid workers.  A General Manager, Box 

Office Manager,  Front of House Manager, 

Custodian/Facilities Manager, Technical Director and 

Costume Loft Manager, responsible for the highly 

successful Giant Annual Sale.  We also have a Head 

Scenic carpenter, responsible for coordinating the set 

building efforts of the volunteers.  For several years 

David Lowes has been our photographer – he makes 

us all look good.  While we are proud to have the 

honour of being the oldest theatre group in Victoria 

we don’t plan to rest on our laurels – we intend go on 

producing first class community theatre as well as 

providing an ideal training ground for aspiring actors, 

directors and designers.  Thanks to our loyal audience, 

we are confident that Langham Court Theatre will 

still be “live at Langham” 90 years from now.
Marilyn Kuss

Marilyn Kuss is the volunteer archivist for Langham 

Court Theatre.

I

In 1890 there was published the Biographical Dictionary 

of Well-Known British Columbians with a Historical Sketch. 

Many streets in Victoria are named after these 

worthies noted therein, and here, and in any 

newsletters that may follow, is a sample culled from 

this publication. It is as well to note that many such 

publications were underwritten by selling 

subscriptions, and relied on voluntary contributions 

from the selected persons. They were not necessarily 

subjected to rigid editorial oversight.
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The idiosyncratic punctuation of the original has been 
maintained, but for readability paragraphing has been 
added, there being none in the original.

Interestingly, in this volume Mr. Moss merits more ink 

than that accorded to Sir James Douglas. 

MORRIS MOSS

Morris Moss, was born in London, England, May 
31st, 1842, and educated at University college, 

Gower street, London. He arrived in Victoria in April, 
1862, coming by way of Panama. During the early 
Caribou excitement he became infected with the fever 
and started for Williams creek by way of Bentinck 
Arm route, being one of the first to go over that road. 
After surmounting many difficulties he got through 
safely.

He returned to Victoria, purchased a large stock of 
goods and started again for the mines. At the forks of 
the Quenelles he was overtaken by the great snow 
storm of that season, and finding it impossible to 
proceed sold his cargo for what it would fetch and 
returned to Victoria.

In the early part of the following year he took up a 
stock of goods on the Hudson’s Bay company’s steam 
Labouchere and started a trading station in Bella Coulla 
at the head of Bentinck Arm. He found only about 
one-tenth of the population which had inhabited the 
locality during the preceding year, smallpox having 

killed off the remainder. During that season he loaded 
three or four pack trains for Williams creek and in the 
fall went there himself. He found quite an excitement 
among the miners about the new route and several 
hundreds agreed to winter n Bella Coulla on his 
guaranteeing to have sufficient supplies there.

He then proceeded to Victoria, chartered the schooner 
Rose Newman, belonging to William Spring and Captain 
McKay, loaded her with a general cargo and was about 
to start when Mr. Robertson Stewart, then agent for 
the Koskuma Coal Mining company, called on him and 
asked as a favour to allow the schooner to call at 
Koksuma to take winter supplies to the men there. Mr. 
Moss at first refused, not willing to take the chances of 
a trip on the west coast, but upon the representation 
of Mr. Stewart that there was no other means of 
sending up provision to the men, he consented.

Before leaving Victoria he was interviewed by 
Governor Douglas several times and was appointed 
Government agent for the northwest coast. He was 
also gazetted justice of the peace, but was never sworn 
in for the latter office.

After a rough trip he arrived at Koskuma about the 
end of November and found the men greatly excited 
over the accidental shooting of Mr. Munro, which had 
occurred two days previously. He landed the provisions 
he had brought for this place and then sailed to 
Quatseena, at which place he was detained about 
seven days by a heavy gale. The crew of the schooner 
consisted of Capt. Walters, formerly of the Hudson’s 
Bay company; Ben Spain, the mate, and three Indians. 
The Indians finding that he was determined to 
proceed deserted from the boat.

On the eighth day he started out, the gale still 
blowing. He had not proceeded far when the mainsail 
and jib were blown away and water casks were washed 
overboard. A thick fog then set in. They drifted about 
at the mercy of the waves for three days, the fog 
continuing the whole time, and on the third night, the 
8th of December, they struck a rock. The waves dashed 
over the vessel and they clung to the rigging. They 
could see nothing but breakers around them. The 
captain sang out: “Every man for himself, I’m gong to 
make for those breakers,” pointing ahead.

All hands jumped overboard and by chance got ashore. 
They got to some rocks, climbed up and found a level 
place about thirty-five feet above water and lay down 
awaiting daylight. It snowed that night, the first of the 
season. When daylight came they found they were on a 
small rocky island, which at low water was connected 
with a large island by a narrow neck of land. As soon 
as the water receded they made for the large island, 
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which afterwards they found to be Lochaboo, to the 
westward of Safety Cove. They were without food, 
matches or water, but during the day managed to haul 
in two or three sacks of flour which had drifted out of 
the schooner.

The following day there was luckily a very low tide. 
They picked up many articles of use as well as food 
along the beach. Among others was keg of gunpowder, 
into which the water had only penetrated about a 
quarter of an inch, also they found a flintlock gun. 
With these and the aid of some linen they managed to 
get a little fire by shooting into dry moss and blowing 
the sparks into  flame. This they kept burning 
continuously for the three months which they 
remained on the island.

The next few days they occupied in gathering what 
they could from the wreck, the gale having subsided. 
The collected some thirty or forty sacks of flour, some 
canned meats, drygoods, molasses and two kegs of 
liquor. These latter they found jammed in rocks, and 
they could not pack them to camp. After securing all 
they could from the wreck they turned their attention 
to building some habitation. They rolled a few logs up 
for walls, and took the foresail of the boat for a roof. 

They remained there for three months, from 
December to the end of February, during which time 
they explored the island and found that the former 
inhabitants had all died from smallpox, skeletons 
being discovered in various parts. They also found 
several clam beds, which added greatly to their larder. 
They erected signal poles on every part of the island.

One morning while eating their frugal breakfast they 
were delighted to hear shouts from Indians. Upon 
proceeding to the beach they saw a canoe about 100 
yards from shore, in which were three Indians who had 
been attracted by the signals. They at first appeared 
very loath to come ashore, but Mr. Moss soon 
recognized one of them as a half-breed named Yellow-
belly Charlie who is still alive. He came ashore and 
agreed to take them to the camp, which they said was 
about forty miles distant. They found that the canoe 
would not hold the crowd and it was agreed that Mr. 
Moss should proceed with Yellowbelly and return with 
a larger canoe for the other men, which after many 
difficulties was accomplished.

After their arrival at Bella Bella, a small sloop owned 
by one Sabastapol, an old prospector, came in. Walters 
and Spain accepted of his offer to go up to Fort 
Simpson, but Mr. Moss was anxious to return to Bella 
Coulla, which lay in a contrary direction and therefore 
remained with the Indians, they promising to take him 
over in a canoe. He soon found, however, that he was a 

prisoner. The island in which the Indians lived was 
merely a large rock on which was neither wood nor 
water, the reason for living there being their fear of 
being attacked by the Hydah Indians, and as there 
were many hundred Indian dogs roaming around the 
rock it was impossible for them to be surprised during 
the night.

He remained a prisoner for over a month, parting day 
by day with what little property he possessed, having 
to pay for wood and water which were fetched from a 
neighbouring island. One day he discovered some 
Kemoquit Indians who were about to proceed to Bella 
Coulla and by big promises induced them to take a 
letter to the white men there, informing them of his 
position. In a week from date an answer came in the 
shape of forty canoes filled with friendly Bella Coulla 
Indians and seven or eight white men, who came down 
with the intention of fighting should the Bella Bellas 
refuse to give him up. The latter however were scared 
and begged of him to make peace for them with the 
new comers.

He then returned to Bella Coulla where he found the 
clerk he had left in charge, sick in bed and unable to 
move and unable to account for one half of the stock 
he had left with him. This, added to the loss of the 
schooner and cargo which alone amounted to $10,000, 
made him desirous of giving up frontier life. The 
schooner Amelia arrived a few days later and he took 
passage to Victoria. Before doing so he arranged with 
one Barney Johnston to freight into the mines by Alex. 
Macdonald’s pack train the remainder of his stock.

His friends in Victoria were very much surprised to 
seeing him alive, the stern board of the schooner Rose 
Newman having been picked up, and not hearing from 
him for four months they naturally supposed that he 
had been lost. Shortly after arriving in Victoria news 
was brought down of the Bute Inlet massacre. An 
indignation meeting was held in the old theatre, and 
after many fiery speeches it was determined to send 
up an expedition to revenge the murder of the whites. 
In a sort space of time one hundred men volunteered, 
Mr. Moss among the number.

At that time Vancouver Island was a separate colony 
from the mainland. A letter was sent to Gov. Seymour 
at Westminster, telling him of what had taken place 
and offering their services as volunteers. A reply came 
thanking them for their offer, but saying the mainland 
would provide their own volunteers for the occasion. 
At the same time Mr. Moss received a communication 
from Governor Seymour, asking him to report there 
and assist. He was invited and attended several 
meetings of the legislative council at New 
Westminster.
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It was finally determined to send fifty men from New 
Westminster and fifty from Caribou, the former under 
Judge Brew and the latter under Judge Cox. Mr. Moss 
was attached to Mr. Brew’s corps, and proceeded with 
them to Bella Coulla. When about fifty miles from 
Bella Coulla they met a canoe coming down. Among 
its occupants was recognized Barney Johnston, who 
had been left in charge of Mr. Moss’ goods at Bella 
Coulla, and several other whites. The war vessel was 
stopped and they came aboard. They informed the 
volunteers that at some little time previous to this 
they had started out with three pack trains bound for 
Caribou, and on the third day while in camp at 
Sutledge a number of Indians told them of the Bute 
Inlet massacre and advised them to return, or they 
would share a similar fate. A discussion ensued. Most 
of them believed the Indians, knowing them, and 
wished to follow their advice. But Alexander 
Macdonald, who was packing his own cargo and whose 
partner, Manning, was out at their station some eighty 
miles from where they were, refused to turn back.

During the night the number of Indians was greatly 
increased by strangers coming in, and next morning 
the Indians would not allow them to depart. Finally 
the Indians showed that they meant mischief. The 
whites built stockades with their packsaddles and 
cargoes and also dug rifle pits. The kept the Indians at 
bay for about two days, and then determined to 
abandon their cargoes and return to Bella Coulla river 
with their horses only. Accordingly they made an early 
start next morning, but soon found out that retreat 
was cut off by the Indians, who commenced firing at 
them from the bush. Alex. Macdonald, Clifford 
Higgins and Peter McDougall were shot dead, but the 
others managed to escape, all carrying lead in their 
bodies. Not knowing that the whites in Victoria were 
aware of the Bute Inlet massacre they started down to 
bring the news, when they met the man-of-war. They 
turned back with the vessel; When they reached Bella 
Coulla Mr. Moss took charge of landing the men, 
horses and provisions, and then of freighting the 
provisions by canoes and Indians up the river. He also 
formed an Indian detachment to assist the whites.

Upon arrival at the head of navigation a consultation 
was held and it was discovered that the provisions 
would run short before the expedition could 
accomplish its purpose. Mr. Moss volunteered to 
return to the warships, bring up a fresh supply to the 
had of navigation, and there await the return of the 
pack train. He was given all necessary papers and told 
to enrol any volunteers he thought necessary for the 
safety of the cargo. After securing provisions he 
engaged four white men and returned again to the 
head of navigation.

When within a few miles of a place called Stewy, at the 
head of navigation, the whites left their canoes and 
took to the trail. They made for a log house, built by 
Mr. Moss a year previous. Here to their surprise they 
found an interior Indian whom Johnson and McCraney 
recognized as one of those who had done the shooting 
at Sutlidge [sic]. He immediately made for his gun 
which was in a corner of the house. The whites, 
however, took if from him, and found it to be loaded 
with a double charge of buckshot and two trade balls 
He said he had heard that the volunteers were coming 
to avenge the Bute Inlet murder and also understood 
that Mr. Moss, with whom he was acquainted, was 
coming up with provisions and he had come to help 
him. No one, however, believed him and it was with 
the greatest difficulty that Johnson and McCraney 
could be dissuaded from shooting him on the spot. 

Next day Mr. Moss took charge of the Indian and 
conveyed him to the warship where he handed him 
over, bound as a prisoner. He then returned to Stewy, 
and a few days later the pack train arrived. He loaded 
it up with provisions and took it to Punchkin Lake, 
where he arrived the day after McLean was killed. 
Negotiations were going on regarding the surrender of 
the chief murderers. It was ascertained, however, that 
two of them were off in the mountains in a different 
directions and Mr. Moss was sent with five men to try 
and effect their capture. They got on the trail of the 
fugitives and would have succeeded in bringing them 
in had their provisions not given out.

Mr. Moss then returned to Stewy where he secured a 
letter from Mr. Brew, stating that the main body, 
having accomplished their object, namely the capture 
of the chief murderers would return in about a week, 
and ordering Mr. Moss to proceed to Bella Bella and 
arrest an Indian there who was wanted as a witness of 
a murder which had taken place two years previously. 
This was easily accomplished.

The expedition then returned and were paid off. Mr. 
Moss in addition to his pay received the thanks of 
Governor Seymour and Judge Brew for his efficient 
services.

The following spring Mr. Moss was induced to go north 
again on a prospecting tour and while in Bella Coulla 
succeeded in capturing the two Indian murderers he 
had searched for the previous year. These he took to 
New Westminster, where one of them was hung and 
the other pardoned. Mr. Moss was then appointed by 
Governor Seymour as Indian agent and deputy 
collector of customs for the Northwest coast, which 
position he held for nearly three years. In his official 
capacity he visited almost every place in British 
Columbia from the Naas river down.
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In 1867 he left the Government employ and started as 
a fur trader at Bella Bella where he built a residence 
and store on the site of the Hudson’s Bay company’s 
fort. While there he discovered what has since been 
known as the Hebrew mine, on which he devoted 
much time and considerable money, and although at 
one time he was offered $25,000 for a half interest, 
which he refused, he has never yet made a cent out of 
it.

In 1870 during the Omineca excitement Mr. Moss 
went up the Skeena river in a boat to the head of 
canoe navigation. During the summer he remained at 
the forks of the Skeena. During the early part of the 
fall he fitted out and accompanied a party to search 
for rich claims near the boundary of Alaska, of which a 
man named Strahan professed to have knowledge. 

The party, however, broke up at Fort Wrangle and Mr. 
Moss came to Victoria where he has since resided. He 
has the largest fur business in British Columbia and 
several boats running to the sealing waters. He is 
largely interested in mining in the interior especially 
in Yale district. Mr. Moss is a member of the Pioneer 
society and of the Hebrew congregation, being a 
trustee of that body.
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COUNCIL OFFICERS 2018 ~ 2019

EXECUTIVE

Jack Bryden  President  250 590 8594
Kathryn McAllister Vice-President 250 415 3985   
Ronald Greene  Treasurer  250 598 1835
Michael Halleran  Secretary  250 382 0837
Kathleen Hadley  Membership 250 388 6984
Michael Harrison  Newsletter  250 360 1509

COUNCIL MEMBERS AT LARGE

Doris Schuh  Book Raffle 250 595 7078
Frances Aknai  Publicity  250 360 0356
John Whittaker  Special Events 250 598 3982
Irwin Rubincam  Member at large 250 686 0610
Patricia Roy  Past-President proy@uvic.ca    

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATES

Helen Edwards  Webmaster  250 386 6598
Sylvia Van Kirk  Refreshments 250 385 0894

The Victoria Historical Society meets on the fourth 

Thursday of each month from September to May, except 

December, at the James Bay New Horizons Centre, 234 

Menzies Street, Victoria.

Admission to the regular meetings is included in the 

membership fee. A charge of $5.00 for visitors will be applied 

to the membership fee if the visitor joins the Society at the 

next monthly meeting or before.

The doors open at 7:15 p.m. for refreshments and 

conversation. A short business meeting, beginning at 7:45 

p.m. will be followed immediately by the guest speaker.

Visitors are welcome and encouraged to become members of 

our Society.

This newsletter is published three times a year and 

distributed to members electronically or by mail.  It is also 

available on our website:
www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

and at our regular meetings at the door.

CONTACT US
By regular mail at...

Victoria Historical Society
PO Box 50001

Victoria     BC     V8S 5L8

By E-mail at...
inquiry@victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

https://tinyurl.com/yaxjt4q7

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

