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22 February 2018
The Many Mysteries of Grafton Tyler Brown.
John Lutz 
The first surprise is that the most famous African 

American artist of the American west, got his start in 

Victoria in 1883. But Brown was not Black in BC, he 

was White.  This presentation considers several 

mysteries around Grafton Tyler Brown, including how 

he changed his race and location of the paintings he 

made of our province in the 1880s?

Dr. John Lutz is a professor and chair of the History 

Department at the University of Victoria with an 

interest in race.

22 March 2018
Beyond Uplands: Searching for the Suburban Ideal
Larry McCann
Uplands, set in Greater Victoria’s Oak Bay district, is 

recognized as one of Canada’s finest residential 

neighbourhoods. Designed before the First World War 

by the Boston landscape architect John Charles 

Olmsted, many people consider that Uplands is an 

ideal suburb. How does Uplands compare to later 

visions of the suburban ideal? This talk will examine 

that question and compare Uplands with other towns 

and cities where John Olmsted’s design work has left 

an indelible mark on the suburban landscape.

Larry McCann is a Professor Emeritus of Geography 

at UVic. He has published over 70 articles and book 

chapters and written or edited ten books, including 

Heartland and Hinterland: A Geography of Canada (3 

editions) and most recently, Imagining Uplands: John 

Olmsted’s Masterpiece of Residential Design (2016). 

26 April 2018
Chinese Canadian Experiences in the Nineteenth 

Century: Early Transpacific Material Culture in 

British Columbia.
Tzu-I Chung
This talk establishes the global significance of BC as 

an important port of the transpacific trade network. It 

explores how early traders in British Columbia 

connected the pan-Pacific region to world trade. The 

talk will show how material culture and archival 

holdings reveal the lasting impact and legacy of early 

Chinese arrivals.
 
Dr Tzu-I Chung is Curator of History at the Royal 

British Columbia Museum in Victoria. Winner of a 

number of international awards, her current research 

focuses on the intercultural food history of British 

Columbia within the context of historical, cultural, 

and economic exchange between North America and 

Asia. 

24 May 2018
Craigdarroch – The Soldiers’ Castle
Bruce Davies
Military hospitals existed in communities across 

Canada during and after the Great War. Victoria’s 

Craigdarroch Military Hospital was opened in 

September, 1919 by HRH The Prince of Wales. Over a 

16-month period, more than 1,000 patients were 

treated in the Castle and on its grounds.  

Craigdarroch was part of Canada’s first major 

intervention into the health and welfare of its citizens.  

Bruce Davies is Curator of Craigdarroch. He is also 

past President and current Secretary of The Victorian 

Society in America, a non-profit organization 

committed to the preservation and understanding of 

nineteenth century heritage in the United States.
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I

DEAVILLE SONS & CO

This story covers a family-run corner grocery, the 
type of business that once dotted the 

neighbourhoods of Victoria, but faded away as the 
automobile became wide-spread

The William Bailey Deaville family came out from 

England in 1898, sailing from Liverpool April 28, on 

board S.S. Parisien.  They landed at Quebec on May 

6th.  They then proceeded to cross the country for 

their final destination, Victoria, BC, which was the 

home of the eldest son, John T., who had emigrated in 

1893.  William B. was born in 1845 in Leicester, 

England.  His first wife, Sarah Anne Taylor, who was 

John T.'s mother, died at an early age in 1872, and he 

remarried the next year, to Mary Lewis.  Together 

they had quite a large family.

Not long after the family arrived, William B. Deaville 

opened a grocery store at 48 Hillside Avenue at the 

corner of First, which later in the renumbering of 

addresses c1907 became 794 Hillside Avenue.  This 

was not the only change as about the same time there 

was a move to eliminate duplicate street names and 

there was also a First Street off Admirals Road.  The 

new name was Rose Street which lasted into the early 

1970's when Blanshard Street was extended northward 

to become the highway to Sidney and the BC Ferry 

terminal at Swartz Bay.  The street was widened in the 

process and the store building which had survived 

until then was torn down.  I acquired one of the 

company's tokens in mid 1968 and searched out the 

address.  The Deaville name was still faintly visible 

near the roofline at that time.
One of the Deaville sons, William Arthur, worked in 

the store and kept the accounts.  Another son, George 

William, worked in the Cannery business, but 

returned to Victoria near the beginning of the Great 

War and joined his brother and father in the family 

grocery business.  Unfortunately the store could not 

adequately support three families.  Additionally, 

William Deaville had granted far too liberal credit to 

the families of soldiers serving overseas.  When the 

Dominion Government prohibited legal action for 

debts against serving armed forces members the 

Deavilles couldn't collect on their accounts and ran 

into financial difficulties.  About 1917 they 

consequently allowed the wholesalers to take over the 

store to satisfy their debts.  William Bailey Deaville, 

then over 70 years of age, retired.

Arthur went to work for an import and wholesale firm, 

but lost that job to a returning soldier, so he then 

returned to the grocery business until either 1947 or 

1951, depending on his son's information on the death 

certificate, or his wife's recollection when speaking to 

the author in the 1960s.  George went into the radio 

business c1924, being a pioneer in radio broadcasting.  

He was the manager of Radio Station CFCT in 1941 

when he retired.  Another son, Alfred Stanley, became 

the Postmaster General of Canada.  He wrote 

Archives Memoir VIII, The Colonial Postal Systems 

and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British 

Columbia, 1849-1871, which the Archives of British 

Columbia published in 1928.  It is still considered an 

essential source for postal historians.

Arthur's widow recalled that the token was used for 
bread for a very short time.  The lack of wear on any of 
the known examples will support minimal usage.  The 
token is made of aluminum and is 25 mm in diameter.  
A typical use for the tokens was to sell 11 tokens for 
the cost of ten loaves.  The customer saved nearly 10% 
and the grocer or baker received their money up front.  
A win-win situation.

Ronald Greene

I

VHS Excursion to Summit of Mount 
Newton

Tuesday, October 3, 2017

Mount Newton is mostly tree covered with just an 
occasional viewpoint here and there.  However, 

its summit was chosen to be the point of 
commencement for the survey of the entire Saanich 
peninsula that extended from Satellite Channel in the 
north and southerly to Bear Hill, the designated Lake 
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District Boundary.  This huge survey was done in 1858 
by John Trutch, brother of Sir Joseph William Trutch.  
The approximate boundaries of these and other land 
districts at the south end of the island had already 
been decided by Joseph Despard Pemberton several 
years earlier based on his topographic surveys and 
mostly from the location of several prominent hills 
and mountains.

This was the information that accompanied the 

invitation John Whittaker sent out to members of the 

VHS in September 2017 to join him in a walk to “the 

original point of commencement for the large John 

Trutch survey,” which established the boundary 

between the North and South Saanich Land Districts.  

Twenty-one members of VHS, mostly of “senior” 

status, accepted this invitation to join him in hiking up 

to the summit of Mount Newton to view a small brass 

plate set in concrete, and an adjacent green metal 

plate inserted into a rock, partly hidden by bushy 

branches.  This latter plate was the monument 

installed in 1958 – the 100th anniversary of the 

commencement of John Trutch’s survey of Saanich –  

to replace the original 1858 wooden post that marked 

the all-important point of departure for that survey.

We drove as far as is permitted on the access road into 

John Dean Provincial Park, packed our cars, with some 

difficulty, into the rather cramped parking lot, and 

ducked under or climbed over the barrier to 

commence our climb.  As John had mentioned, the 

lowest section was the steepest – sufficient, in fact, to 

make most of us feel our years, and resolve to improve 

our regular exercise routines – but after about 25 

minutes’ steady walking, we reached the top, and 

waited beside the enclosure protecting the observation 

tower while John went a little way into the 

undergrowth to locate the survey marker and the 

memorial plate, and to clear away some of the 

overhanging branches.  Then he spread out an 

enormous map (about 10' x 3 1/2') showing the results 

of the survey on North Saanich, South Saanich, the 

Lake, and part of the Highland Land Districts, and 

proceeded to explain how the initial astronomical 

sighting would have been done, using a theodolite to 

determine the astronomic north, and how Trutch and 

his crew, working from this original point of 

commencement, had established the major 50 chain 

section lines east and west, and 20 chain range lines 

north and south.

Many people had questions about how the section 

corners were marked:  John explained that most were 

marked with carved bearing trees – wooden posts cut 

from growing trees on the spot – and a stone cairn, 

sometimes with a broken bottle or smashed dish 

buried two feet in the ground just under the point of 

the base of the post; 100+/- years afterwards any 

surveyor who finds this kind of old post would replace 

it with a new brass monument exactly in the middle of 

the hole and put in new bearing trees, repair or 

replace the stone mound, and insert a large white 

manufactured post.  It was hard to believe that a 

wooden post with a blaze mark would last reliably 

enough to be useful far into the future, but John 

supplied several anecdotes about marks that had been 

found and identified after as much as 90 years.  In 

response to a suggestion that metal posts would have 

been more useful, John pointed out that these were 

not readily available at the time, and in any case, 

would have been uncomfortably heavy to carry up 

mountains and over long distances through thick 

forest.

Having listened with interest to John’s exposition of 

the surveying system, we u     rned back a short distance 

to visit a lookout platform that provided a marvellous 

view out over the coast, the strait, and the Gulf 

Islands, with Mount Baker shining brilliantly in the 

sunshine in the distance.  A little farther back along 

the road, we took a side trail that led quite a distance 

down a steep slope to Pickles’ Bluff, which offered an 

even more panoramic view – more than 180° – 

stretching from Sidney and the Gulf Islands round to 

the Olympic Peninsula.  Mount Baker and the rest of 

the mountains on the mainland to the northeast stood 

out sharply, but the horizon further south became so 
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hazy that Mount Rainier was only a faint cone-shaped 

shadow on the horizon.  What a view!

After climbing back up the steps (135 of them) and 

the intervening slopes, we found our way back down 

the road to our cars and took off out of the Park to 

have lunch at The Roost in Saanichton Village - 

excellent food and a good opportunity to compare 

notes about the morning’s experiences!

We hope to hold John to his promise to lead more 

hikes to mountain sites of importance in the surveying 

history of the Island!

Catherine Rubincam

I

BRITISH COLUMBIA AND  “AMERICA 
FIRST” FOLLOWING THE US CIVIL 

WAR

f a person lived on Vancouver Island or the Imainland of British Columbia in the 1860's they 
would have been hard pressed to find any hard, 
reliable news about Canada or Confederation.   The 
telegraph was new, occasionally not working, and 
during this time period often not available at all.    
News about Confederation arrived in old copies of 
British newspapers arriving on a few ships from 
Britain.  Letters from friends living in Canada or the 
Maritimes provided a bit of insight about the 
emergence of the new Dominion.  

Most news came by boat from a handful of west-coast 

American towns and cities that had regular scheduled 

connections with Victoria. Victoria’s newspapers and 

many citizens relied on the west coast press for 

information. The US newspapers were full of news 

about western expansion, the aftermath of the Civil 

War, and maintained a fascination with the Irish 

Fenian Movement.   Newspaper readers living in 

Victoria in the 1860s may have been surprised that 

these three American themes – US Expansionism, 

Civil War repercussions, and potential Fenian 

invasions – often focused on Vancouver Island and 

British Columbia.  

The following are a small sample of some of those 

west coast stories:
From page 3  of the Washington Standard (Olympia)  

dated the 22 April 1865. 

It is believed that the assassins of the President 

and Secretary Seward [sic] are attempting to 

escape to Canada, and a thorough examination of 

all persons attempting to cross from the United 

States is ordered.

At the conclusion of the American Civil War, the 

northern states remained suspicious and often hostile 

towards the British and the British Provinces north of 

the border.   There was the legitimate belief that 

Britain had occasionally acted to support the Southern 

Confederacy and that Canada had sheltered  

Confederate sympathizers.

On page 3 of the San Francisco Chronicle dated the 20 

September 1865.

DISTURBED

Our English cousins are beginning to feel 

disturbed in reference to the Fenian agitation in 

this country.  It is even rumored that they are 

going to make a diplomatic fuss about it.  We don’t 

believe that John Bull is so silly as to dream of 

such a thing.  Haven’t the Irish in America as good 

a right to sympathize with their kith and kin in 

the Green Isle, as the English had to sympathize 

with the late rebels.  Didn’t Lord Wharncliffe and 

his brother “philanthropists” raise money and 

forward it to this country to “alleviate” the 

sufferings of Confederate prisoners in Federal 

prisons? We think there will be some pungent 

diplomatic correspondences when John Bull states 

his grievances.

From page 2 of the Washington Standard (Olympia) 

dated the 21 April 1866.

Victoria papers say a saloon keeper at New 

Westminster, whose establishment was called the 

“Head-Quarters,” conceived the brilliant idea of 

giving his business notoriety by prefixing the 

word Fenian making his sign read “Fenian Head-

Quarters”.  The authorities didn’t see any fun in 

the treasonable prefix and “jugged” its author for 

three months.

From page 2 of the Washington Standard (Olympia) 

dated the 22 August 1868.

The Canadians have discovered a mammoth cave 

north of Ottawa.  It may be found useful as a place 

of refuge at the next Fenian invasion.
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American Irish who had joined the Fenians were 

anxious to strike Britain  in some violent way with the 

goal of freeing Ireland.  The Fenians saw an attack on 

the British colonies in the north as a way of 

accomplishing this.  The Civil War had ended; the 

damage within the United States had been horrific, 

but the North had won, and as this editorial shows, 

many Americans were furious with those in Britain 

and its North American colonies who had shown 

sympathy for the Confederacy.  It was hard for 

American writers to resist expressing some support 

for the Fenians in return.  The American press also 

seemed to enjoy recording the concern that the Fenian 

threat, real or otherwise, seemed to be creating north 

of the border.

On page 2 of  Santa Cruz Weekly Sentinel, dated 15 June 

1866.

ARRIVAL OF SENATOR COLE IN SANTA CRUZ 

FOLLOWED BY OVATION AND SUPPER BY 

PROMINENT CITIZENS

The destiny of our State needs a larger 

population.  The sea voyages are long and tedious 

and the remedy is railroads.   One is already in 

course of construction across the continent and 

in one or two years will be completed, and another 

will soon be contracted...build these railroads and 

we will be the happiest and most prosperous of 

nations....Diplomacy has [brought] us the Russian 

possessions in America [Alaska] extending over 

twenty degrees in latitude and fifty odd degrees in 

longitude – a good bargain....Thus as land 

becomes valuable, this acquisition will materially 

assist us to control the ancient empires of the 

Eastern World through the effective aid of 

electricity [telegraph] and steam [trains and 

ships].

At this point the newspaper reporter indicated that 

Senator Cole of California wished to end his speech 

but after a round of drinks and the calls from the 

crowd to “go on”, Cole continued with the following 

blockbuster.

We will have British Columbia in a few years 

(Cheers from the crowd).  This colony only has 

about 8,000 inhabitants, all told, and costs 

$800,000 per year to govern it.  The salary of the 

governor is more than that of the President of the 

United States.  By her own citizens, annexation is 

desired.   Why in San Francisco, there are more 

people who formerly resided in British Columbia 

then now remaining in the province.

Another fact...we must form a protectorate over 

Mexico.  They must have a stable government, the 

quarrels of petty chiefs must be stopped, and we 

must interfere [in Mexico] if they do not be quiet.

The petty princes of Europe have taken advantage 

of us; during our troubles [the US  civil war] the 

French established a monarchy [Maximilian] in 

Mexico and Great Britain hastened to recognize 

the South [Confederacy] as a belligerent and 

proceeded to fit out [Confederate] blockade 

runners by the hundred....The Alabama 

[Confederate war ship] and other piratical vessels 

– all British built – with British Captains and 

crews, – yes, even the surgeons were English – 

swept our commerce from the seas....Our 

commerce was almost driven from the ocean by 

their perfidious conduct....

The Fenian picnic [invasion] into Canada was 

planned and we [the US government] prevented it, 

an interference very much not called for, in the 

way of kindness.   The depredations of the 

Alabama and other piratical vessels of the same 

stamp, must be paid for, and John Bull should be 

invited to cede British Columbia to pay up.  We 

must secure our rights first, then maintain them 

to secure the respect of nations abroad and be 

prosperous at home.
Applause.

From page 2 of the Washington Standard (Olympia) 

dated the 07 July 1866.

The Senate bill granting land in Oregon to aid the 

construction of a military road from Albany, 

Oregon to the Russian boundary, also passed.

When Cornelius Cole gave his speech he was the 

newly selected Republican Senator for California.  

Cole reveals his anger about Britain building the ship 

– the Alabama – for the Confederacy and wants 

revenge.

Cole had originated the California branch of the 

Republican Party in 1855 with the soon-to-be-rich 

railway magnates C.P. Huntington, Leland Stanford, 
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and Charles Crocker.   Years later the Californians, 

Huntington, Stanford and Crocker, along with British 

Columbian Robert Dunsmuir, built the E & N railroad 

on Vancouver Island.  The original plan of the E&N 

was to connect by Ferry to the Olympic Peninsula in 

Washington State and run goods and services in a 

north-south direction.

It is also interesting to note that the Senate approval 
of funding for a military road northward from Oregon, 
presumably to facilitate the construction of a 
telegraph line through Alaska, does not mention the 
existence of British Columbia.

From page 2 of the Washington Standard (Olympia) 
dated the 05 September 1868 

THE IRONCLAD ZEALOUS SENT TO PROTECT 

VICTORIA

A party of gentlemen from Oregon City have 
recently visited Victoria and...give the following 
description of the famous British iron-clad 
Zealous.  She is a 20 gun frigate and carries 575 

men.  She was sent out by the Mother Government 
to protect the colonies against the Fenian Guard 
of Portland [Oregon].  It cost $127,000 to furnish 
her coal alone from Liverpool to Victoria.  She is 
556 feet in length.  Propelled by two 400 
horsepower engines fed by 8 boilers and 24 
furnaces.  Engine boilers and surroundings are 
protected by 5 and  1/2 inches of iron. Her decks 
are five in number and when sailing or in battle 
orders are given by telegraph on board.

  The defence of Victoria against a Fenian attack (an 
attack which never came) included a plan to fire 
rockets from Victoria Inner Harbour to alert British 
ships in Esquimalt Harbour to come to Victoria’s 
defence.

There is much more to explore about this time period 

in British Columbia.  Residents of BC were evaluating 
joining either the United States or the much lesser 
known entity – Canada.  At the same time the west- 
coast US press was full of considerable animosity 
directed northward and towards the British.  As well, 
American newspapers expressed excitement about 
expanding the telegraph and other business interests 
into Alaska and towards Asia.  British Columbia was 
in the way.

Jack Bryden

Conscientious readers of these Newsletters may recall 

seeing in the last edition an announcement about a 

new book by VHS member Barry Gough.  His work, 

Churchill and Fisher - Titans at the Admiralty, was 

reviewed in the Times Literary Supplement dated 24 

January 2018 by renowned history and travel writer 

Jan Morris. Here is what she had to say about the 

book.

CLASH AND CLATTER

This enthralling book by an eminent Canadian 

naval historian is a work of profound scholarship 

and interpretation concerning two very remarkable 

figures of twentieth-century British history.  The 

careers of the statesman Winston Spencer Churchill 

and the admiral John Arbuthnot Fisher variously 

converged and clashed during the First World War, 

and in reviewing a book about them I must first 

declare an interest: I have no ties with Churchill, but I 

long ago let it be known that in the afterlife I propose 

to have an affair with Jack Fisher, if he will have me, 

and I have written a book more or less to that effect.

You may think this a frivolous disqualification, but 

perhaps an emotional, even a fanciful reviewer is right 

for the task, because Churchill and Fisher turns out to 

be above all a seething record of human passions and 

frailties – rivalries, resentments, regrets and 

reconciliations, all exemplified by the relationship 

between two towering champions of the human 

condition.  Barry Gough has himself heightened the 

book’s sense of personal drama by surrounding his 

central characters with powerful expositions of the 

state of the world around them – the decades of 

international rivalries, jealousies, fears and menaces 

that exploded into the First World War.  Churchill and 

Fisher played their own parts in that overture, but it 

was far, far wider in its dramas than Whitehall, SW1, 

their own particular stage.

Gough himself describes his book as “an inquiry into... 

the role of personality and character in the making of 
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history,” and it inevitably mirrors the decidedly 

uncertain condition of the world of the time.  Looking 

back at it now from our vantage point, we see 

Germany ominously flexing its muscles, France 

complacent, the Russia of the tsars almost on its last 

legs and the vast ramshackle theocracy that is the 

Ottoman Empire soon to be defunct too.  Even the 

British Empire, the greatest Power of the day, seems 

to be faltering, to judge by its recent performance in 

its wars against the Boers.
The one calmly stable force now appears to have been, 

as it seemed to many observers at the time, the British 

Royal Navy, which had been invincible since the days 

of its Nelsonic victories, and appeared decisive still: 

and when in 1914 the international maelstrom burst 

into the vast tragedy of the Great War, it was in the 

governance of that supremely significant weapon that 

Gough’s two titans stepped into history.  Churchill 

became First Lord of the Admiralty, the Navy’s 

political chief, Fisher was recalled as its First Sea 

Lord, its professional chief. The clash and clatter of 

their temperaments is what this book is chiefly about.

Without doubt they were two of the most interesting 

people ever to be charged with such colossal 

responsibilities, at such a momentous time, and in 

some ways they made a perfect team. Both believed 

that the Navy was the principal instrument of British 

security and influence.  Both believed, as the war 

degenerated into the awful stalemate of the Western 

Front, that the Navy could change its course by 

interventions in the Baltic, to create what in the 

Second World War would be called a Second Front. 

Both were men of romantic swashbuckle, and if Fisher 

was twenty years the senior in age, Churchill was 

much the more experienced in the practice of politics.

The relationship was highly charged from the start. 

When in 1915 the Navy achieved what was expected of 

it with a smashing victory in the Falkland Islands, 

Churchill told Fisher “This was your show.... Let us 

have some more victories together!” Fisher in return 

thought Churchill’s work “amazing.”  The association 

was always full of emotion, two highly imaginative, 

vastly confident men charged in tandem with terrific 

responsibilities at a dramatic historical moment, and 

any romantic novelist could have foreseen that it 

would end in tears.

Some observers did foresee it. The Admiralty could 

not accommodate two such masterful personalities, 

wrote the Editor of the Daily News, and the clash of 

temperaments was unmistakable – Churchill subject 

to the Black dog of his despairing moods, Fisher so 

ostentatiously sure of himself as to be on the brink of 

megalomania.  One liked to work at night, the other 

went to bed early.  Sometimes one was exhausted, 

sometimes the other.  Sometimes both.

Surely these were partly the symptoms of a love affair 

– “fell desperately in love with Winston Churchill”, 

Fisher wrote when they first met.  “You are the only 

man in the world I really love,” Churchill once 

allegedly told Fisher.  And when at last the wartime 

partnership was ended, it ended predictably.  The two 

disagreed over the plan, hatched in 1915, to attack 

Germany on a new front by forcing a passage through 

the Dardanelles and capturing Constantinople. 

Churchill thought it could be achieved by sea power 

alone, with battleships getting passage through by 

sheer gunpower.  Fisher believed it could only be done 

by a joint operation with land forces.  The strategic 

result was a tragic defeat which achieved nothing at 

all: the personal conclusion was the end of the 

partnership of the titans.

They made it up, as lovers do, and each grew up; 

Fisher died in 1920, Churchill forty-five years later. 

One remains a colossus of world history, the other now 

largely forgotten except by imaginative historians like 

Barry Gough, and elementary romantics like me. 

There is a famous statue of Winston in Parliament 

Square, and a small bust of Jack, commissioned from a 

New Zealand sculptor, stands outside my library 

window in Wales.

Jan Morris

I

And now by way of contrast a few glimpses of the 

mores of the past submitted by Sherri Robinson.

From the Victoria Home Journal of March 18, 1893 we 

find...
“A good story is being told of a well-known gentleman 

in this city, who claims to be something of a sport. 

Some weeks ago while the pile-driver was down at 

Esquimalt, some ingenious navy men stuffed a duck 

and fastened it to the top of the pile driver. When it 

was removed to the inner harbour the stuffed duck 

remained on top, and attracted the attention of the 

sport. Knowing that it was against the law of the land 

to discharge firearms within the city limits, our hero 

one evening filled his pockets full of stones and took 
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his stand on the bridge. He then divested himself of 

his coat and proceeded to attack the stuffed duck. For 

two long hours he kept up the fusillade and would 

have probably remained there until the present, had it 

not been that a passing friend enlightened him as to 

the inanimate condition of his target. The sport now 

wears a funereal smile when fowl of any kind is 

mentioned, more especially ducks.”

And this...
“While returning from listening to an excellent 

sermon on temperance last Sunday evening at the 

Baptist Church, I was treated to a sorrowful 

illustration of the fearful evil of intemperance. It 

appears that a party had been held at a certain hotel, 

and the participants, on that blessed Sabbath evening, 

partook of a little too much liquid refreshments, with 

the inevitable result that they became uproariously 

drunk. While in this condition, their behaviour was not 

by any means as circumspect as it should have been, 

and the landlord was compelled to call the meeting ‘to 

order.’ The public would not be benefitted by learning 

the names of the persons referred to, and I merely 

mention the incident as emphasizing the fact that 

Victoria is a great and wicked city.”

Finally, this snippet from the  Victoria Daily Colonist of   

18 April 1943...

 Victoria Centenary Stone to Have Place in Peace 

Monument.

“Peace and remembrance is the theme of an 

international monument being erected at Makoti, 

North Dakota, from stones collected from all parts of 

the world with the exception of the Axis powers, each 

stone bearing the name of the country, state, or 

province of origin. British Columbia will be 

represented by a stone forwarded by the British 

Columbia Government Travel Bureau of the 

Department of Trade and Industry, the stone selected 

being one of the many thousands prepared for the 

construction of the Parliament Buildings, it was 

announced yesterday by E.G. Rowebottom, deputy 

minister. This being Victoria’s centenary year, the 

stone will be inscribed: ‘1843 – Victoria – 1943, British 

Columbia, Canada,’ and on account of its unusual 

historic value will be given a prominent place in the 

structure. The cornerstone will be laid by the acting 

governor of the State of North Dakota on May 16.”

III

COUNCIL OFFICERS 2017 ~ 2018

EXECUTIVE

Patricia Roy  President  proy@uvic.ca
Jack Bryden  Vice-president 250 590 8594
Ronald Greene  Treasurer  250 598 1835
Michael Halleran  Secretary  250 382 0837
Kathleen Hadley  Membership 250 388 6984
Michael Harrison  Newsletter  250 360 1509

COUNCIL MEMBERS AT LARGE

Doris Schuh  Book Raffle 250 595 7087
Frances Aknai  Publicity  250 360 0356
John Whittaker  Special Events 250 598 3982
Kathryn McAllister Member at Large 250 415 3985
Irwin Rubincam  Member at large 250 686 0610
Sylvia Van Kirk  Past-President 250 385 0894
   (Ex-officio)

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATES

Helen Edwards  Webmaster  250 386 6598
Sylvia Van Kirk  Refreshments 250 385 0894

The Victoria Historical Society meets on the fourth 

Thursday of each month from September to May, except 

December, at the James Bay New Horizons Centre, 234 

Menzies Street, Victoria.

Admission to the regular meetings is included in the 

membership fee. A charge of $5.00 for visitors will be applied 

to the membership fee if the visitor joins the Society at the 

next monthly meeting or before.

The doors open at 7:15 p.m. for refreshments and 

conversation. A short business meeting, beginning at 7:45 

p.m. will be followed immediately by the guest speaker.

Visitors are welcome and encouraged to become members of 

our Society.

This newsletter is published three times a year and 

distributed to members electronically or by mail.  It is also 

available on our website:
www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

and at our regular meetings at the door.

CONTACT US
By regular mail at...

Victoria Historical Society
PO Box 50001

Victoria     BC     V8S 5L8

By E-mail at...
inquiry@victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

https://tinyurl.com/yaxjt4q7
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