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22 September 2016
Images of Colonial Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia: Carlo Gentile’s Photographs

With his camera and his accompanying darkroom 
Carlo Gentile was the first to photograph the 
Comox Valley, Nanaimo, the Cowichan Valley, the 
Leech River gold rush, and two routes to the 
Cariboo. This presentation draws on photographs 
collected for Carlos Gentile: Gold Rush 
Photographer, the winner of the 2016 Lieutenant-
Governor’s medal for Historical Writing.

Ronald Greene, a long-time member of the Victoria 
Historical Society, became interested in the work of 
the virtually unknown Gentile when he acquired one 
of Gentile’s albums.

27 October 2016
The Real Thing: the Natural History of Ian McTaggart 
Cowan

Ian McTaggart Cowan, the father of Canadian 
ecology, revolutionized how we understand the 
natural world. He taught at UBC, was a television 
pioneer with “The Nature of Things,” worked in 
wildlife management, and alerted politicians and 
the public to the dangers of pesticides and climate 
change before they were subjects of wide concern.

Briony Penn, a writer and environmental activist, 
won the 2016 Roderick Haig-Brown Regional BC 
Book Prize for The Real Thing: The Natural History of 
Ian McTaggart Cowan.

24 November 2016
Visiting the Valleys: The Lieutenant-Governors’ Travels in 
the 1920s

On her appointment, the Honourable Judith 
Guichon promised to “visit every valley” in British 
Columbia. Before the 1920s, the lieutenant-
governors largely stayed in Victoria. Why did this 
change? Was it better transportation facilities? 
Personal preferences? Or, changing interpretations 
of their roles? These are some of the questions this 
talk will explore.

Jenny Clayton, a sessional instructor at the 
University of Victoria, is currently writing a book on 
the history of BC’s lieutenant-governors for 
Government House.

3 December 2016  - Luncheon - Noon
[Tickets required in advance]
Muggins, Victoria’s Canine Hero of World War I

Few dogs have been awarded seven medals, been 
presented to the Prince of Wales, acquired an 
international reputation, or raised $21,000, but then 
there was Muggins, a little white Spitz. With his 
mistress and wearing small collection boxes he 
walked along downtown streets in Victoria, stood at 
the corner of Government and Belleville, and met 
ocean liners at Ogden Point soliciting donations for 
the Red Cross and other war charities during WWI.

Sylvia Van Kirk is Professor Emeritus of Canadian 
History of the University of Toronto.  Since retiring 
to Victoria, she has served as President of the VHS 
and is a keen promoter of the city’s fascinating 
history.



26 January 2017
The Romance of Credit Unions

Credit unions are financial co-operatives that reveal 
the progressive character of the communities they 
serve.  In British Columbia they began as a 
movement of small groups bound by workplace, 
religion, or ethnicity that helped working 
households recover from the Great Depression.  This 
illustrated talk will examine the advent of credit 
unions in Victoria in the 1940s and the growth of the 
provincial credit union system up to the 1980s.

Patrick A. Dunae, a Victoria-born historian, has 
written three books about the credit union 
movement in BC. A past member of the City of 
Victoria Heritage Advisory Panel, he is currently 
president of the Friends of the BC Archives.

23 February 2017
When Victoria Won the Stanley Cup

Several places in Canada claim to be the birthplace 
of the game of hockey, Kingston, Montreal and 
Halifax, being among them. But the Pacific Coast 
Hockey Association, created by the Patrick brothers 
in 1911, revolutionized the rules and challenged the 
hockey establishment on many levels. It is well 
known that the Victoria Cougars were the last team 
from outside the NHL to win the Stanley Cup. But 
there are many more layers to the story.

Roger McGuire grew up in Ottawa, and like most 
boys, became a hockey fan. In recent years, he has 
been exploring the fascinating history of hockey in 
Victoria. 

23 March 2017
Infidels and the Damn Churches:  Irreligion and Religion 
in Settler British  Columbia

Today, nearly half of British Columbia's residents 
claim no religious affiliation.  "Infidels and the 
Damn Churches" examines the roots of 
secularization from the 1880s to the First World War. 
Class and racial tensions enabled people to forgo 
church attendance or even espouse atheism without 
significant social repercussions, at a time when 
Christianity was a major social power elsewhere in 
Canada.  Most settler women, however, tried to 
sustain their faith in an alien land. 

Lynne Marks is an associate professor of history at 
the University of Victoria.  Her talk draws on her 
new book, Infidels and the Damn Churches:  Irreligion 
and Religion in Settler British Columbia.

27 April 2017
Vimy - Myth and Memory

So iconic is the image that Canada was born on the 
bloody slopes of Vimy Ridge that one CBC pundit 
declared it is "burned into the DNA" of most 
Canadians.  But what is the real story?  Why has this 
battle, part of a much larger failed allied offensive, 
played so large a role our national consciousness?  
This talk will examine how news of the battle was 
received in Victoria and explore the many myths 
surrounding the story.

After retiring as a colonel from the Canadian Armed 
Forces and earning a MPA, James S. (Jim) Kempling 
served in the public service and acted as a 
consultant.  He is now completing a Ph.D. in History 
at the University of Victoria and researches the role 
of Victoria in the Great War.  His work may be seen 
at www.acitygoestowar.ca

25 May 2017
The Woodmen of the World in Victoria, 1895-1915

More than two dozen grave markers in Ross Bay 
Cemetery bear the insignia of the Woodmen of the 
World. This popular American fraternal benefit 
society offered respectability in life and in death to 
white men of moderate means through fraternal 
association, public and private rituals, and the 
provision of insurance and permanent grave 
markers. Using newspaper, archival, genealogical, 
and cemetery research, Diana Pedersen will recall the 
heyday of Victoria Camp No. 52.

Diana Pedersen has a Ph.D. in history from Carleton 
University and taught Canadian history and public 
history at Concordia University. She has lived in 
Victoria for fifteen years and is actively researching 
several topics in late-19th and early 20th century 
local history.

I

BOOK NEWS
A Perfect Eden; Encounters by Early Explorers of 

Vancouver Island.

Former president of the society, Michael Layland, 
announces his new book: A Perfect Eden; Encounters by 
Early Explorers of Vancouver Island. The 240-page 
hardcover book is a companion volume to his earlier 
The Land of Heart’s Delight; Early Maps and Charts of 
Vancouver Island.  TouchWood Editions, part of the 
Heritage Group, published both books.



Starting from before the first known European 
arrivals, the stories in the new book feature Spanish 
and British naval officers, traders seeking sea otter 
pelts, colonial surveyors, Indigenous chiefs, soldiers, 
settlers and adventurers, with extracts from their 
journals. They take us up to 1862, when James 
Douglas was about to retire as governor of the two 
colonies. Over 100 illustrations support the text: 
portraits of the explorers, paintings of their ships, 
the places and people they found, and explanatory 
maps of their routes.

The earlier volume was well received: awarded 
second place by the BC Historical Federation for 
historical writing, and was a finalist for both the BC 
Book and the Victoria Butler Book prizes. It is now 
in its second printing.

The author is to present a talk about the book to the 
Friends of BC Archives at the Royal BC Museum, on 
Sunday, November 20 at 2:00.

Available from bookshops throughout the island and 
on BC Ferries.

Further details: www.michaellayland.com

I

Britannia’s Navy on the West Coast of North America 
1812-1914

In 1971, Barry Gough authored the first major study 
on the influence and importance of the maritime 
component, particularly that of the Royal Navy, 
during the early years of the development of the 
Pacific Northwest.  In this book, The Royal Navy and 
the Northwest Coast of North America, he reflected on 
the seminal role played by the Royal Navy in the 
development of the British Columbia we know it 
today, not only in pursuing the geo-political aims of 
the UK government but protecting and 
accommodating the commercial interests of the 
fledgling colony.  In this earlier work Dr. Gough felt 
that insufficient consideration had been given to the 
importance of our coastal boundary, with 
scholarship generally focusing on the mountain 
boundary to the east.  That earlier volume sought to 
remedy this and now we have the pleasure of 
reading an extensively updated version of the first 
work.

This new volume, Britannia’s Navy on the West Coast 
of North America 1812-1914, with a foreword by 
retired Admiral John Anderson, benefits greatly 

from the extensive research carried out by the 
author in the intervening years, and amplifies his 
earlier thoughts on the importance of the role 
played by the RN in the Pacific region which, by 
balancing the sometimes conflicting aims of the 
homeland and local administrations, provided a 
tempering influence on the sometimes delicate 
political climate particularly with respect to rising 
US ambitions for the region.

In his review of this work, Dr.  Paul Kennedy of Yale 
University says “...the accomplished naval historian 
Barry Gough has turned a small classic of 1971 into 
a major scholarly work of 2016. The newer chapters, 
and especially the newer, extended archival notes, 
will impress every professional historian—Gough’s 
command of the sources is remarkable. This vast 
region of the Northern Pacific, and the Northwest 
Coast of Canada, has now been brought into the 
larger story of British naval mastery in the 
nineteenth century. This is an invaluable work.”

Published by Heritage House Publishing Company, 
this book will be an invaluable resource to anyone 
interested in our rich history.

I

WALTER MOBERLY:
THE MAN, THE MONUMENT

THE MAN
alter Moberly, surveyor and engineer, was Wborn in the United Kingdom in 1832.  When 

he was two-years old his family moved to Upper 
Canada and settled near Penetanguishene.  He 
attended grammar school in Barrie.  He obtained 
his professional qualifications in Ontario and 
worked with survey crews in Northern Ontario

In 1858 he moved to British Columbia carrying with 
him a note of introduction to James Douglas.  Here 
he met Colonel Moody who gave him the position of 
Assistant Commissioner of Public Works and Crown 
Lands.  In this capacity he was responsible for 
surveying and laying out the streets of New 
Westminster, supervising the construction of the 
public wharf, and designing and building the first 
Treasury and Customs buildings.

The following year he and Edgar Dewdney worked 
together to build a pack trail from Hope to 
Princeton, which became known as the Dewdney 
Trail.



In 1862 Moberly and Oppenheimer won a 
contract to build a section of the wagon 
road through the Fraser Canyon from 
Lytton to Spences Bridge. 
Unforseen complications and 
cash flow problems resulted in 
the virtual bankruptcy of both 
parties.

Notwithstanding his 
financial problems, his 
professional reputation 
remained intact and he was 
appointed Engineeer of 
Public Works for the 
Cariboo Road between 
Williams Lake and 
Barkerville.  He built several 
other roads in the region and 
designed the Quesnel court 
house.  He was persuaded to 
stand for public office for the West 
Cariboo and in 1865 was duly elected 
to membership of the BC Legislative 
Council.  In the absence of Joseph Trutch, 
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Surveyor-
General, Moberly was appointed Acting 
Commissioner in his stead.

Following the prorogation of the Legislature in July, 
1865, Moberly set off for the Monashee and Selkirk 
Mountains to do preliminary work to survey and 
build satisfactory trails through the mountains.  
During this time he learned of his official 
appointment as Assistant Surveyor-General.  In the 
course of his explorations in this region, in the 
middle of September he discovered the Eagle Pass.  
He remained in the district for several more weeks 
before returning to Victoria in late November.

The following year he returned to the mainland and 
continued with his survey work, spending time 
working on improvements to the Dewdney Trail, 
and exploring the upper reaches of the Kootenay 
and Columbia rivers.

In 1867, discouraged by the lack of recognition of 
the significance of his explorations, he left Canada 
for the US and spent the next four years working as 
a surveyor and engineer in several western states.

In June of 1871 he was asked to return to Canada 
and take up a position as Surveyor in Charge to the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company for their 
planned expansion of the railway across the 

mountains to the coast.  His work 
continued throughout that year and the 

following year.  Moberly firmly 
believed that the Howse Pass was 

the most suitable candidate for 
the Rocky Mountain crossing 
and his conviction was so 
strong that it led him into 
conflict with Sir Sanford 
Fleming with the result that 
in early 1873 Moberly was 
demoted and replaced by 
Marcus Smith.  He worked 
the remainder of the year 
under Smith’s management 
but this was effectively the 
end of his working career in 

BC.

He moved to Winnipeg and was 
involved in various public works 

projects there, notably the first 
sewer system in that city.

In 1898 he returned to Vancouver.  Never 
renowned for his financial acuity, he spent his 
retirement in straitened circumstances.  
Nevertheless, he remained active and spent time 
socialising and writing his memoirs.  He died there 
in 1915.

From the Daily Colonist of 15 May 1915

“MR. WALTER MOBERLY DIES AT VANCOUVER
Pioneer Resident and Explorer of Province Passes 
Away After Lingering Illness—Came Here in 1858

In the death at Vancouver General Hospital 
yesterday morning of Mr. Walter Moberly, British 
Columbia lost one of its most prominent pioneers 
and one who, during the activities of half a century, 
had done more probably, than any other man to 
explore the Province and blaze a trail for succeeding 
generations.  The late Mr. Moberly was one of the 
pioneers who were attracted to this Coast by the 
Cariboo gold discoveries, and who joined in the 
great rush in 1857-1858. He had been suffering for 
some time from cancer of the larynx.  During the 
last month he suffered greatly but through it all he 
displayed that cheerful spirit which, during his long 
and arduous career had endeared him to a host of 
British Columbians.  Though of late years a resident 
of Vancouver he was known in every corner of the 
Province and wherever he went was at home among 
his friends.



Mr. Moberly’s great work was done in locating the 
route of the Pacific Railway between 1871 and 1878, 
during which time some 47,000 miles of route were 
surveyed, a difficult work, which cost the lives of 
thirty-eight prospecting engineers.  Mr. Moberly had 
charge of the section between Great Shuswap Lake 
and Howse and Eagle Passes.  It was in September, 
1872, that he reached the Yellowhead Pass and 
discovered the source of the Fraser River.  It was on 
this trip he collected data which eventually led to the 
selection of the Kicking Horse Pass as the route for 
the trans-mountain line of the C.P.R. in preference 
to the Yellowhead Pass.

The late Mr. Moberly was [a native of], Oxfordshire, 
England, born on August 15, 1832.  His father was a 
retired post-captain of the Royal Navy, and on his 
retirement was awarded a grant of land in the 
County of Simcoe, Upper Canada.  His mother, a 
member of a Polish family, was born in Sebastapol, 
where his father had been temporarily stationed.  
Walter was ten years of age when his parents 
migrated to Canada and purchased a home on
 the old military reserve of Penetanguishene, where 
many military and naval officers had settled.  At the 
age of 13 he was sent to the grammar school at 
Barrie, presided over by Mr. Frederick Gore, who 
gave the future explorer an excellent grounding in 
mathematics, a good foundation for his future 
activities.

The Cariboo excitement attracted Mr. Moberly as it 
did thousands of others throughout the North 
America continent, and he sailed from New York for 
Victoria via the Horn, arriving at Victoria in 1858.  
For some time he remained st the diggings, but his 
stay there resulted in very little material profit. He 
settled in Vancouver long before there was anything 
there but a mere settlement.

No one was better acquainted with the Province than 
he, and his wide experience only confirmed his faith 
in the future prosperity of British Columbia.”

The Daily Colonist, on Thursday, May 20, 1915, 
reported that a public funeral had been held the 
previous Monday in Vancouver for Walter Moberly.  
It was a memorable event attended by 
representatives of the dominion, provincial and civic 
governments.  The Hon. Edgar Dewdney, unable to 
attend by reason of illness, sent a message paying 
tribute to his old friend and colleague and praised 
the mayor of Vancouver for offering a public funeral 
to recognise the work of the early pioneer.

For a complete modern biography, refer to Walter 
Moberly and the Northwest Passage by Rail by Daphne 
Sleigh.  Hancock House Publishers. ISBN: 0-88839-
510-8,  2003

THE MONUMENT
This project was initiated by the BCHF in 2009 to 
honour Walter Moberly (1832 – 1915), the surveyor’s 
surveyor (and engineer) who came significantly 
earlier than Major Rogers, on pre-railway 
expeditions to find mountain routes, and is best 
known for identifying Eagle Pass through the 
Selkirks, just west of Revelstoke. Subsequently, the 
BCHF wanted the monument ready for unveiling at 
its 2016 ‘Revelstoke Revisited’ conference. There was 
“plenty of time”, but 3 designs, 3 sites, and 7 years 
later, they only just made it. The final result sprang 
from the imagination and perseverance of its 
proponents in the BCHF (Tom Lymbery and John 
Whittaker), and its designer (John Malleson), and 
the support – funding and work – that they enlisted. 
In 2010, the Revelstoke Assistant City Planner (Chris 
Selvig), Museum Curator (Cathy English), and 
Moberly’s biographer, Daphne Sleigh, were 
consulted on the siting of the monument. After 
consideration of many options, Woodenhead Park 
was chosen. It is a high-visibility location, adjacent to 
the east end of the Trans-Canada Highway 
Columbia River Bridge, and part of the main entry 
sequence into the City of Revelstoke.

John Whittaker had visited a monument to 
Geronimo in the Arizona desert, that he saw as a 
template. It was a somewhat generic, round, stone-
clad column, with bronze interpretive plaques. In 
2011, the Revelstoke Community Heritage 
Commission endorsed the project in that form, and 
technical planning, assisted by engineer John 
Motherwell, commenced. Called in at this point, to 
refine details, I (a retired Victoria architect), sensed 
that both Moberly and Revelstoke deserved more. At 

PROPOSED WALTER MOBERLY MONUMENT

MAX 11 FT.

6 FT.

4 FT.

3 FT.

14 FT. DIA.



an informal dinner, the following weekend, I raised 
the issue with my designer friend, John Malleson 
(retired Saanich planner). To us, something more 
identifiable from a distance, and specific to this 
pioneer surveyor, would be more fitting. I thought 
he’d forget it, but within the next few days he 
sketched the proposal as you see it today, a stylized 
(but period-correct) surveyor’s instrument, including 
its tripod, on 3 rocks of differing height. The 
instrument would be 50% over-sized to “read” well 
from a distance.

He also prepared an alternative sheet-metal-with-
cutouts design that was very winning, but only when 
approached from head-on, not so meaningful seen 
in the round as this would be. 
John Malleson then created a small model of the 

new scheme, and a whole new round of re-approvals 
followed. In the spring of 2013, a full-size model was 
built in time for the BCHF AGM in Kamloops, 
where Lieutenant-Governor Judith Guichon showed 
great interest in the project. Revelstoke confirmed 
the site in Woodenhead Park.

Then, in early 2014, a new Mayor and Council had a 
change of heart as to the best location for the 
monument. The Railway Museum wanted it. The 
Museum was already the second home to a small 

1953 monument to Moberly, displaced from 
Moberly Park (that no longer exists), by the city’s 
more recent use of most of that land for the 
construction, and later expansion, of a long-term 
care facility, Moberly Manor. After some negotiation 
it was determined that the Museum property would, 
indeed, be the site for the larger, new monument. 
Initially it was to be placed beside the main 
entrance, but considerations of snow clearing, and 
opportunities for vandalism, eventually caused a 
safer spot to be chosen. The new location was inside 
the Railway Museum’s fenced compound. That 
location was, finally, fixed exactly in July 2015.

Funds became available at about that time, too, and 
in early September the go-ahead for the steel work 
was given.

Actual rock-selection (at the city pit/yard), and 
construction of the base, took place in a blitz of 
activity in late September 2015. John Malleson 
supervised the appearance aspects of both, and 
Darren Komonoski’s city crew made it all happen – 
Ed Wozniak in charge, with a critical bit of assistance 
from outside contractor, Wade, when one rock was 
too heavy for city equipment. Lastly, in this chapter, 
readings were taken to ensure the instrument (still 
then in Victoria) would be pointing at Eagle Pass, 
and that its positioning pins (for epoxying into the 
rocks) would be correctly aligned with the holes that 
Trevor Wallach of the city had just drilled.

During the winter, John Malleson took the finished 
tripod to a North Vancouver specialist to be 
polished. The instrument itself was polished by its 
builder. Later, Smith Brothers Foundry in Victoria 
completed a donor plaque. An additional map 
plaque, on which surveyor Danny Carrier had also 
been working, had to be cancelled for lack of money.

The major costs, as built, were the stainless steel 
tripod & instrument, and the site work. The steel, by 
Strait Metal (Rod Nunn, of Sidney, BC), had to be 
paid for with cash that was raised from surveying, 
engineering, and historical society donors, and 
significantly, from the Columbia Basin Trust. The 
rocks and concrete were supplied and installed by 
the City. At completion, approximately $14,000 had 
been spent, and City labour and materials valued at 
$10,000 had been  provided. Countless volunteer 
hours, including all the designer's time, were 
contributed, as were all the implementation team's 
out-of-pocket travel and accommodation costs.



Jennifer Dunkerson, Executive Director of the 
Railway Museum, was a welcoming and helpful host. 
Her concerns for keeping the Museum functional 
and presentable at all times, and its visitors safe, 
were  natural, and met. The Museum and the City 
collaborated seamlessly where necessary e.g. access, 
timing, excavators, trucks driving on grass, sodding 
exercise later, etc.

In April of 2016, the two Johns made their second 
construction trip to Revelstoke, and, with the 
support of a CPR crane, and Trevor again, dropped 
the instrument & tripod into place. Then the donor 
plaque, and the historic one from the 1953 
monument, were installed. On the 27th of May the 
monument was formally “unveiled” (though it had 
not actually ever been veiled), as part of the 
proceedings at the BCHF AGM 2016. The acting 
Mayor welcomed BCHF to Revelstoke, Cathy English 
provided historical context, Tom Lymbery provided 
political context, Joe Johnson spoke for the BC Land 
Surveyors, and I said a few words on the design and 
construction. The clouds cleared enough to reveal 
the summit of Mt. Begbie for the only time that 
weekend. Claude Maurice

Much detail in this account came from Cathy English 
and John Whittaker. I thank them both, and 
apologize to them, and the reader, if I have mis-
represented any of it. CHM

III

COUNCIL OFFICERS 2015 ~ 2016

EXECUTIVE

Patricia Roy  President  proy@uvic.ca
Jack Bryden  Vice-president 250 590 8594
Ronald Greene  Treasurer  250 598 1835
Michael Halleran  Secretary  250 382 0837
Kathleen Hadley  Membership 250 388 6984
Michael Harrison  Newsletter  250 360 1509

COUNCIL MEMBERS AT LARGE

Doris Schuh  Book Raffle 250 595 7087
Frances Aknai  Publicity  250 360 0356
John Whittaker  Special Events 250 598 3982
Kathryn McAllister Member at Large 250 415 3985
Irwin Rubincam  Member at large 250 686 0610
Sylvia Van Kirk  Past-President 250 385 0894
   (Ex-officio)

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATES

Helen Edwards  Webmaster  250 386 6598
   Refreshments 

The Victoria Historical Society meets on the fourth 

Thursday of each month from September to May, except 

December, at the James Bay New Horizons Centre, 234 

Menzies Street, Victoria.

Admission to the regular meetings is included in the 

membership fee. A charge of $5.00 for visitors will be 

applied to the membership fee if the visitor joins the 

Society at the next monthly meeting or before.

The order of the monthly meetings is changing with the 

September meeting. They will continue to begin at 7:30 

p.m., but will start with refreshments and raffle sales. A 

short business meeting will begin at 8:00 p.m. followed 

immediately by the guest speaker.

Visitors are welcome and encouraged to become members 

of our Society.

This newsletter is published three times a year and 

distributed to members electronically or by mail.  It is also 

available on our website:
www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

and at our regular meetings at the door.

CONTACT US
By regular mail at...

Victoria Historical Society
PO Box 50001

Victoria     BC     V8S 5L8

By E-mail at...
inquiry@victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

Please note that membership fees are due 
and payable in September of each year. If you 
have not already done so, please fill-in the 
membership form and present it together with 
your cheque or cash for the appropriate fee to 
the membership secretary at the September 
meeting, or send it by mail to the Society’s 
postal address.

For your convenience a copy of the 
membership form is attached/enclosed. 


