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PROGRAMME for SPRING 2016
25 February 2016
The Bantams: Victoria’s Unknown Soldiers
Sidney Allinson
The 143rd Battalion was recruited in Victoria.
Known as the Bantams, its members were under the
Army’s regulation height standard of 5’3”. Based
on his book, The Bantams: The Untold Soldiers of
World War One, Sidney Allinson, a military
historian, novelist, and chairman of the Pacific Coast
Branch of the Western Front Association, will relate
the fate of this unique group.
24 March 2016
Kayaking into Anyox
Gordon Hutchings
Gordon Hutchings’ grandfather and greatgrandfathers lived and worked in Anyox, a historic
copper mining and smelting town on the north coast
of BC. From 1910 to 1935 it was the site of the
largest copper smelter in the British Empire. This
illustrated history is based on his grandfather’s
photographs and writings and material he gathered
on a kayaking trip to Anyox.
28 April 2016
The Raj on Vancouver Island
Chandar S. Sundaram
How did a book published in Calcutta in 1911 on
the care of cows find its way into a Victoria secondhand book shop? Dr. Sundaram, who teaches at the
University of Victoria, will draw on research in India

and on Vancouver Island to examine the “transimperial connections” created by Vancouver Island
settlers who had served in the imperial apparatus of
the British Raj in India.
02 June 2016 « NOTE CHANGE OF DATE
7:00 p.m. Annual General Meeting
7:30 p.m. Ross Bay Villa: A Heritage Success/Love Story
Simone Vogel-Horridge
Simone Vogel-Horridge, an art conservator and
president of the Ross Bay Villa Society, will describe
how the heritage community saved a little home
twice and made it into a thriving Historic House
Museum. Using the diaries of Frank and Letitia
Roscoe who lived in the Villa from 1865 to 1879, she
will also tell stories of its first residents and their
families.

I

COLE ISLAND HISTORICAL TRIP
Reflections on the VHS September 2015 Tour of
Cole Island
This, our second excursion with the VHS, took us to
Esquimalt Harbour - a part of Victoria that
we had not visited before - and brought us face-toface with the naval importance of this city
throughout its history. Cole Island sits in an inner
bay of the Harbour, between DND property on the
Colwood side and the well-jettied houses of the View
Royal shore.

To reach it we drove to the Canadian Forces Sailing
Association Club House on Maple Bank Road, where
in due course we were herded down to the jetty and
told to find life-jackets that would fit us. This took
some time, and led to some humorous moments, as
we struggled to pick out and fit ourselves into one of
the rapidly dwindling pile of jackets. It transpired
that neither the capacity of the three boats to be
used to transport us to the island nor the number of
lifejackets was sufficient for us all to travel across in
one trip; some had to wait for the boats to return for
a second trip. John Roberts enlivened our waiting
time with reminiscences of the old kapok jackets
used on the ships where he served his marine
apprenticeship, which had to be firmly held down
with one’s arms while jumping into the water, in
order to avoid injury to the neck.
The 15-minute boat ride up the harbour to the
island gave refreshing exposure to sun, wind, and
spray from the boats’ passage, as well as allowing a
distant view of the cranes servicing some of today’s
naval vessels; we also went past HMCS Protecteur,
moored on the farther shore awaiting a major refit
and reconditioning after the devastating fire she
suffered on manoeuvres in the Pacific last year.
Stepping ashore onto the Cole Island jetty, those of
us on the first ferry trip were invited by our guide,
Linda Carswell (representing the Friends of Cole
Island), to walk up the path to the centre of the
island, where we could explore as we wished until
the second group arrived.

At the top of the path we confronted four large brick
buildings, the doors of which Linda unlocked to let
us go in and poke around. What we found inside
was mostly stacks of old wood (some long planks of

obviously historic width) and bricks. To pass the
time until the tour could begin, which we hoped
would explain the significance of what we were
seeing, some of us fell into conversation with Linda’s
companion, John Dam, who was later introduced to
us as the technical expert who had directed the
recent restoration project. Someone asked him if he
could recommend a place that might not be part of
Linda’s tour, but would be worth visiting in advance
by ourselves. He directed us to the structure of brick
arches forming the foundation for the northernmost
of the magazine buildings. Those who followed his
recommendation agreed that the very well preserved
vaulted structures and the extremely photogenic
views of the harbour thus framed were well worth the
slither down a crumbling earthen slope.
We also had time to enjoy the island’s vegetation
(especially the large, much twisted arbutus trees
lining its banks) and bird life (a large colony of
kingfishers, clearly disturbed by our arrival in their
sanctuary, serenaded us with noisy clacking as they
wheeled continuously overhead).
Once the whole party had assembled, Linda gave a

brief history of the island, emphasizing its
importance as part of the naval establishment that
has been home for over 150 years first to the British
Navy’s Pacific fleet (starting in 1860) and then (since
1914) to Canada’s Pacific fleet. She also supplied a
brief account of the current restoration project,
spearheaded by the Friends of Cole Island, a group
formed in 2005 by home-owners on the View Royal
shore who had a grandstand view of its descent into
vandalism and spoliation in the period after its
decommissioning by the Navy. With our interest
piqued by this information, we then went (back) into

the four main buildings, to hear John’s explanation
of the modest restoration project currently
underway. He directed our attention to features
such as the beautifully structured truss roofs, and the
traveller beams used to lift volatile armaments up
from the boats that brought them out across the
harbour, to be stored in a facility designed to keep
them a safe distance away from the dockyards on the
shore. Linda’s description of the dereliction into
which all the buildings had sunk, through over 50
years of sporadic neglect and vandalism, gave us a
new appreciation for the achievements of the
Friends of Cole Island. We finished our tour by
walking around the outside of the Guard House,
located near the jetty, which housed the garrison
charged with securing the dangerous contents of the
Island’s storerooms.
After the return trip to the Club House (made, once
again, in two shifts), we sat down to a dinner
of steak or chicken cooked on the barbecue outside
by the Commodore of the club, David Mitchell - an
excellent opportunity, as always, to talk over what we
had seen and cement friendships old and new.
John Whittaker was thanked, as usual, for his
excellent organization of this trip. My only regret
was that we had not the same opportunity to offer
collective thanks to our two tour guides, Linda and
John, whose comments really brought to life a
historic site whose significance was far from obvious
at first appearance. Linda’s lively description of the
origin of the restoration project (in the distress of
the View Royal home-owners who couldn’t help
observing the vandalism that was destroying these
historic buildings) and the combination of hard work
by community members who turned out to work on
clean-up crews and diplomacy in negotiating with all
the relevant stake-holders (View Royal, Colwood, the
DND, the Provincial Government, etc.), some of
whom were not on the best of terms, that has
brought it to its present success, was a wonderful
primer on how to tackle such daunting tasks of
historical restoration.
John Dam’s contribution of expertise crucial to the
success of applications for funding from government
sources, as well as his assessment of the viability of
the surviving structures and advice on the nature of
the required restorations, has clearly been no less

essential to the success achieved. All of us, I believe,
shared their excitement at this achievement.
Catherine and Irvin Rubincam

I
CANADIAN RED CROSS VICTORIA HISTORY
PROJECT
Every story has a back story – here’s mine. I was a
military police officer in the Canadian Forces for 31
years, serving throughout Canada and overseas.
Part of my early career involved establishing military
museums at le Collège militaire royal de Saint-Jean
in Quebec and at Canadian Forces Base Shearwater
in Nova Scotia. Full disclosure – I am an organizer,
not an historian.
When I retired in 1999, I joined the Canadian Red
Cross in the Disaster Management program, a
demanding adventure that took me on many travels.
I subsequently retired from that program in 2014
and asked myself: now what?
The answer was staring me in the face. The Victoria
office of the Red Cross has a long history, dating
back to 1900. It also has a significant collection of
documents and artefacts which were sorely in need
of organizing. I also happen to be a cabinet maker
and I knew I could build displays to present our
history.
Thus, in late 2014, began the Victoria History
Project. The intent of the project is to organize our
collection, research and document our history and
put it on display to the public at our Fairfield Road
office. The focus of the project is to depict the
history of the Victoria City and District Branch in all
its various forms and set it in the context of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement.
Summarizing our history in a few short paragraphs
is a challenge, but here goes.
The history of the Red Cross in Victoria is tied
directly to the history of the Movement, formed in
1864 with the signing of the First Geneva
Convention. The first sign of the Red Cross in
Canada was during the Louis Riel Rebellion in 1885
when a homemade flag was fashioned to identify the
battlefield medics. The Red Cross in Victoria was

Nations communities, have been developed to
respond to changing needs.
Opening of the Fort Street branch in 1948

formed in 1900 to support sick and injured
Canadian soldiers fighting in the Boer war. Similar,
but much larger activities occurred during the two
World Wars. Support included comfort and relief
services, fundraising, medical services, family
reunification and information services. Between the
wars, the Red Cross started to develop peacetime
roles, including public health education and disease
prevention. Many of the current programs date back
60 years – including first aid, water safety, medical

The Victoria office is an active player on the
international stage as history is being written. Our
staff and volunteers have been deployed to recent
events such as the South-East Asian tsunami, the
Haiti earthquake, the Nepalese earthquake and the
now ongoing refugee crisis. This brings me to the
final piece in the puzzle. At one point, my research
led me to the intriguing story of Muggins, the
amazing First World War fundraising dog, and to
Sylvia van Kirk’s research project on his life. It
wasn’t long before Sylvia and I were sharing
information and I then attended my first Victoria
Historical Society meeting. I have now joined the
Society and am soaking up all the wonderful stories
that are shared each month. I have a long way to go
to get to the point where I can properly tell the story
of the Red Cross in Victoria, but would welcome any
questions or input.
Paul Jenkins

You can reach me at paul.jenkins@redcross.ca or
(250 727-7974
I
A FAMILY MYSTERY
My mother’s brother, Captain Donald Jackson, was
killed in action during the Siege of Tobruk in l941.
A second brother, Frederick Jackson, was a merchant
seaman aboard RMS Rangitane when she was
attacked by German raiders in l940.

loan services and disaster management. Blood
transfusion services evolved from wartime
experience and Canada was the first country in the
world to provide a free national blood service. That
program has now become the responsibility of
Canadian Blood Services and Héma-Québec. More
recent programs, such as Respect Education (a
violence and abuse prevention program), Detention
Monitoring and First Responder training for First

The German raider, Orion, a 7000-ton vessel, arrived
in New Zealand waters with 128 mines to be laid.
The mines’ first victim was RMS Niagara, 13,415
tons, bound from Auckland to Suva and Vancouver.
The Niagara struck and exploded two mines and
sank in seventy fathoms 15 miles East of Bream
Head. There was no loss of life; rescue efforts
succeeded in taking off all 340 passengers and crew.
It is probable but not certain that Frederick Jackson
was a member of Niagara’s crew.
RMS Rangitane was a passenger liner owned by the
New Zealand Shipping Company. She was built by
John Brown & Company, launched on 27 May 1929,
and was one of three sister ships (the other sisters
were Rangitata and Rangitiki) delivered to the

company for the All-Red Route between Britain and
New Zealand. The three ships each displaced 16,700
tons, 530 feet in length and nearly 70 feet in the
beam. They could carry nearly 600 passengers in 1st,
2nd and 3rd classes, 200 crew members and
substantial cargo. They had Brown Sulzer diesel
engines with a total output of 9,300HP, turning twin
propellers. In wartime, they carried token
armament.

Rangitane

Frederick Jackson’s name, along with the correct
date of his birth, was entered into Rangitane’s
passenger list on the ship’s last voyage along with the
cryptic entry: ‘Baltannic’. Several other passengers
were entered as ‘Baltannic’ but I have been unable to
obtain the derivation or significance of that word. In
any case, it appears that many of the Rangitane’s
passengers had survived Niagara’s sinking.
On her final voyage, which had been delayed by
labour disputes, Rangitane carried 14,000 tons of
cargo, including foodstuffs and silver bullion, valued
at over £2 million at 1940 prices. She carried 111
passengers, including CORB (Children Overseas
Reception Board) nurses, Polish sailors, servicemen
and Radar technicians. The Captain was Lionel
Upton, a naval reservist who had been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross for his “services in action
with enemy submarines” during his command of
auxiliary boats based at Scapa Flow during World
War I.
Rangitane left Auckland harbour in the early
afternoon of Sunday, 24 November 1940, enroute to
Britain via the Panama Canal. She was intercepted
early on the morning of 27 November, 300 miles east
of New Zealand, by the German surface raiders
Komet and Orion and their support ship Kulmerland.
Another ship, SS Holmwood, had been stopped and
sunk by the German raiders on 24 November, but

warning of the danger had not been passed on to the
Rangitane. This was later held to have been a factor
in her sinking.
The Germans signalled Rangitane to stop and not to
transmit anything. Following standard Admiralty
instructions, however, Captain Upton ordered
“QQQ” (‘suspicious vessel’) to be broadcast, which
prompted signals-jamming and shelling by the
Germans. The main transmitter was quickly disabled
and the emergency set was used to send “RRR”
(‘raider attack’), which was received and relayed.
There followed a brief period of confusion. One
German raider, suffering steering problems, sailed
directly at Rangitane, which in turn, with steering
damaged by the shelling, also steered directly at a
German ship before circling. The helmsman
reported loss of steering.
The interception had been made in the dark and the
German ships were unsure of what they had found,
believing that it was probably a cruiser-sized warship.
Their attack was made on the basis it was the tactic
most likely to allow their own escape.
Once he knew that the distress signals had been
received in New Zealand, Upton ordered the ship’s
surrender. The shelling had caused widespread fires
and some casualties and, with her steering damaged,
the Rangitane’s escape would be unlikely. Once hove
to, sensitive documents such as code books were
destroyed, and the crew instructed to destroy key
engine components, to prevent Rangitane being
taken as a prize. Despite the surrender, shelling
continued and the furious Upton ordered full speed
and return fire from the ship’s guns, but this was
prevented by destruction of telephones. The
German shelling ceased and Upton gave the order to
abandon ship.
Sixteen people, eight passengers and eight crew,
died as a result of the action, including those who
died later of their injuries. Elizabeth Plumb, a 59year-old stewardess, ship’s cook William Francis and
deck mechanic John Walker were awarded British
Empire Medals for their selflessness in rescuing and
caring for survivors. Prize crews took control of
Rangitane at dawn and supervised an orderly and
rapid evacuation. The survivors, 296 passengers and
crew, were taken across to the German ships by
lifeboats or German boats and sent below.

ever know exactly how and why Frederick came to be
aboard the Rangitane, because like many soldiers,
sailors and merchant seamen he never spoke about
his wartime experiences. After convalescence,
FrederickThe Rangitane’s broadcast warnings
required that the Germans clear the area quickly,
before allied aircraft arrived. Although she was
clearly afire and sinking, Komet fired a single
torpedo and Rangitane listed quickly to port and
sank at 6:30 am. The Short Empire class flying-boat
Aotearoa, civil registration ZK-AMA, was the first
Allied aircraft on the scene at about 2:30 pm, but
found only an oil slick and debris. A subsequent air
search missed the raiders, although they themselves
saw one of the search aircraft.
German treatment of their prisoners was humane
and as good as could be expected in the crowded
conditions, and those who died were given proper
funerals. The number of prisoners aboard the
German ships caused concern to the German
commanders and they decided to release most of
them. After an intended release at Nauru had been
thwarted by poor weather, and further actions had
led to the capture of more prisoners, the survivors
were released on the tiny island of Emirau, off New
Guinea. The remainder, mostly of military age, were
transported back to German-occupied Bordeaux and
eventually to prisoner-of-war camps in Germany.
On January 2, l941, New Zealand’s Prime Minister
announced that enemy raiders had landed the
passengers and crew of seven ships on Emirau.
These were the Rangitane, Holmwood, Triona,Vinni,
Triadic, Komata and Triaster. It was believed that
survivors from three other ships, the Turakina, Notou,
and Ringwood were still aboard the German raiders.
According to one report, the captain of the German
Raider Komet refused to release the captives he
described as ‘white’ onto Emirau, but many of these
‘whites’ eventually reached France and crossed the
Channel to England.
I remember being taken up to Frederick’s bedroom
in my grandmother’s house in Fleetwood,
Lancashire, the day after he arrived home. He was
asleep. The contrast between the white sheets
Frederick was sleeping on and his deeply suntanned
face and arms was very marked. We may n resumed
his seafaring life until he retired to Lowestoft, where
he ended his days.
Stanley Evans.

THE ORIGINS OF THE BAY STREET
ARMOURY
Following more than two years of construction, the
Bay Street Armoury (BSA) opened its doors to
military and community use in 1915. The building
was designed by architect William Ridgeway Wilson
in the Tudor Revival style that was used in many of
the approximately 100 drill halls and armouries
built across Canada between 1896 and 1918.
Because the role of the BSA was different from most
drill halls, Wilson was able to include additional
features to the standard design — more on this later.
The BSA replaced the Menzies Street Drill Hall
which was opened in 1893 and was home to the 5th
British Columbia Artillery Regiment militia (regular
force artillery were stationed at Work Point). The
Menzies Street building also became home to the
88th Regiment (Victoria Fusiliers) when they were
established as a Canadian Militia Regiment in
September 1912. When the 50th Gordon
Highlanders were established in 1913, there was no
room at Menzies Street and they had to use a drill
shed somewhere in downtown Victoria. The need
for a larger building to accommodate all Victoria’s
militia units led to the design and construction of
the BSA. As well as accommodating the three militia
units, the BSA had to accommodate the Military
District Headquarters. Thus, Wilson’s design
included a third and fourth floor turret room at the
front of the building.

A drill shed is a large covered space for marching
and other drills with few additional amenities. Drill
halls and armouries are more substantial buildings.
While the terms are used interchangeably, an
armoury is generally larger and has more facilities
than a drill hall. For example, in addition to the
parade square, offices, meeting rooms, messes and
storage rooms one found in the Menzies Street Drill
Hall, the BSA had a rifle range, an artillery field
simulation puff room and a swimming tank. (A
swimming pool — amphibious tanks hadn’t been
invented yet.)

For more information on the BSA, readers are
encouraged to visit the following sites
The Victoria Heritage Foundation has descriptions
of both the BSA and the Menzies St. Drill Hall on
their Heritage Register at:
Http://tinyurl.com/jjtpjpd
Http://tinyurl.com/hpvyj8g
SHAW TV released a feature on the building shortly
after the BSA100 event was held:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PzaJLuaBr4
Readers’ challenge:
VHS members are encouraged to followup on this
piece with more information and photos, especially
on the drill shed used by the 50th Gordon
Highlanders or the use of the Menzies Street Drill
Hall after its transition from a military building.
BAY STREET ARMOURY 100th ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION (BSA100)
On Sunday November 22, 2015, over 700 people
took the opportunity to share in the celebration of
the 100th Anniversary of the Bay Street Armoury the “big red castle” on Bay Street.
Visitors joined the 5th (BC) Field Regiment, Royal
Canadian Artillery, The Canadian Scottish Regiment
(Princess Mary’s), their associated regimental
organizations, and over 15 community archives,
heritage and history groups to commemorate the
role this national historic site has played in the
Greater Victoria community-and the contribution it
has made to Canada and the world.
Music performances took place throughout the day,
the Regimental Museums were open and displays
were also mounted by the Ashton Garrison Museum
(showcasing the 11(Victoria) Service Battalion) and
the 11 (Victoria) Field Ambulance as these units were
resident in the BSA until 1992 when they moved to
the Lt.-General E. C. Ashton Armoury on Vanalman
Avenue. The CFB Esquimalt Naval and Military
Museum also had a display.
A highlight of the day was the participation of Her
Honour, the Honourable Judith Guichon,
Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia. After
inspecting a Quarter Guard of military personnel,
Her Honour toured the military facilities and

displays before attending the commemoration
program. Following the program, Her Honour
visited, and showed considerable interest in, the
community group displays.
A commemorative program featured stories,
Regimental bands, songs and slides that took the
audience on a tour of the building’s use by the
militia and the Greater Victoria community from its
opening to the present. The program ended with
the unveiling of a commemoration plaque by the
Lieutenant-Governor.
Readers can get a taste of the day’s events by visiting
the following websites:
Two-minute CHEK TV video:
Http://tinyurl.com/jmsest9
Times Colonist article:
Http://tinyurl.com/zx57ew9
Old Cemeteries Society Facebook page:
Click “2015" on the year column on the left, scroll
down to November 22, 2015:
Http://tinyurl.com/jdkrwrb
Doing Our Bit: Military and Family Research blog:
Http://tinyurl.com/zwhuol7
The commemoration program slides are available
on Dropbox and can be viewed at this URL (this
large file takes a few moments to load):
Http://tinyurl.com/gvldtx7
Newsletter article challenge:
VSA members are encouraged to submit stories of
their own thoughts and experiences at the BSA100
open house and commemoration-and other-events.
Readers’ Challenge
VHS members are invited to submit unsolved
mysteries to the newsletter (e.g., unidentified
historic photographs, unsolved event, lost records,
or unverified story). Those solving the mystery will
be acknowledged and praised as a VHS mystery
detective.
NEW FEATURE
John Azar has submitted the first of what we hope
will be a new column which invites members to
engage in solving historical mysteries (e.g.,
unidentified historic photographs, lost records,

The Mystery
How does one explain the discrepancy in the marital
status of the two Leckie brothers in the following
records?
Brigadier General Robert Gilmore Edwards (RGE)
Leckie:

BSA100 Audience and Stage
myths about Victoria’s history etc,) Get on the case
and become a VHS mystery detective.

Saanich archives 2015-028-004

Mystery of History #1
Muggins’ Friend: Was He Married or No
During the BSA100 event, Saanich Archives’ put on
a wonderful display about Muggins—the famous Red
Cross fund-raising dog—which included pictures
recently donated to the Archives. One showed
Muggins on the stairs at the Field Street entrance to
the Bay Street Armoury with a distinguished-looking
officer (see below) Subsequent research by Sonia
Nicholson of the Saanich Archives identified the
man in question as Brigadier General Robert
Gilmore Edwards Leckie.

According to his Attestation (enlistment) papers, he:
Ÿ
enlisted in the CEF on 15 September 1914 at
the age of 45 (he was the first CO of the 16th
Battalion Canadian Scottish with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel)
Ÿ
was not married
Ÿ
indicated his Next of Kin was his sister, Mrs
Margaret Gillies of 1359 Davie Street,
Vancouver
When RGE was promoted to Brigadier General in
charge of Witley Camp, his brother Jack became the
second CO of the 16th Battalion. He subsequently
returned to Canada as the CO of the military district
which had its headquarters in the Bay Street
Armoury.
Colonel John Edwards “Jack” Leckie:

He is listed on the Library and Archives Canada online data base but there is no Attestation Paper
available to view. The following information comes
from the Canadian Great War Project, which obtains
its starting information from Attestation Papers.
According to their listing, Jack:
Ÿ
enlisted in the CEF on 23 September 1914
eight days after his brother) at the age of 42
Ÿ
he was not married
Ÿ
indicated his Next of Kin: was his sister-in-law,
Mrs. Robert Gilmour Edwards (RGE) Leckie of
1359 Davie Street, Vancouver.
The 16th Battalion (Canadian Scottish), CEF was
created in August 1914 with the initial personnel
coming from four recently created highland militia
regiments: the Seaforth Highlanders of Vancouver
(from where most of the officers came), the 50th
Gordon Highlanders of Victoria, the Queen’s Own
Cameron Highlanders of Winnipeg and the Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders of Hamilton. These
militia units continued to exist at home throughout
the Great War. When the CEF Battalions were
disbanded after the war, the original militia

Militia units continued to exist at home throughout
the Great War. When the CEF Battalions were
disbanded after the war, the original militia
regiments continued operation. To prevent the loss
of the Canadian Scottish name, the 50th Gordon
Highlanders were renamed the Canadian Scottish
Regiment. of the Canadian Scottish name, the 50th
Gordon Highlanders were renamed the Canadian
Scottish Regiment.

Incorrect: He arrived on the steamer SS Princess
Alice.
Correct: He arrived on the steamer Princess Alice or
he arrived on SS Princess Alice or he arrived on the
Princess Alice.
It is becoming increasingly common to use ships’
names without the definite article. Soon this will
probably be standard usage.

John Azar

I

HOW TO REFER TO A SHIP BY NAME
(and give the impression that you know what
you’re talking about)
Researching and writing local history in the Pacific
Northwest often involves references to ships. Many
people are not aware of the conventions — found on
naval websites and in all the major writing and
editing style guides — governing the use of ships’
names. A failure to observe these conventions raises
questions about the credibility of the author or
speaker and the thoroughness of their research. To
some people, this failure indicates ignorance of or
lack of respect for maritime traditions. In local
historical societies, it’s important that everyone who
works with text be aware of these conventions — that
includes authors, speakers, editors, publicists,
webmasters, and proofreaders. Otherwise errors can
be introduced into an author’s correct text when it is
abbreviated or altered for publicity or other
purposes.
Here are some helpful guidelines.
A ship’s proper name includes a prefix. Be sure to
use the correct prefix with the ship in question. The
prefix should be in all caps with no periods and not
italicized. The name of the ship is always italicized;
where this is not possible, use all caps or underlining.
HMS Grappler, HMCS Shearwater, RMS Empress of
India, SS Princess Mary, TSSY Dolaura or HMS
Grappler
Never the prefix with the definite article. This is the
most common error!
Incorrect the HMS Grappler, the SS Princess Mary
Correct: HMS Grappler or the Grappler or Grappler
Do not use the word “ship” or other terms for vessels
with the prefix.

Dolaura was constructed for James Dunsmuir in
1908.
The first reference to a ship in a text and in the title
should always include the prefix. In subsequent
references the ship’s name may be used without the
prefix. Use “RMS Empress of India” for the first
reference and the title. For subsequent references
“the Empress of India” or “Empress of India” may be
used.
Some modern style guides insist that ships should
take the neutral pronoun “it” rather than the
traditional “she” but an author has the right to
follow traditional usage where appropriate. In
historical writing, it often makes sense to adopt the
conventions of the time.
Diana Pedersen

I

WALK A LITTLE, LEARN A LOT
MAY 14, 2016
or
Did You Know That Cedar Hill Park Was Once a
Dairy Farm?
Many of you have likely enjoyed walking on the chip
trail around Cedar Hill Golf Course. During the
course of your rambles, have you ever wondered why
this large green wasn’t covered with houses? There is
just one handsome Arts & Crafts-style house in the
lower right section of the park. Whose house was it?
These and many other questions will be answered
during a Walking Tour sponsored by the Friends of
Cedar Hill Park on Saturday, May 14th from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. There will be speakers at 10 different sites
featuring the natural and recreational history of the
Park. The house in question was the home of
George McRae, who bought this 150-acre property
in 1888 and developed it as a dairy farm. After
1917, private interests leased part of the property
for a golf course. When the municipality of Saanich
was able to purchase the property in 1967, members

of the McRae family were allowed to live in the
house until the early 1990s. Come and enjoy this
innovative, informative event.
For more information, see:
Www.friendsofcedarhillpark.com.
Saanich Archives 1980-013-002

McRae House.
Built in 1901, the house is today the home of the
Saanich Volunteer Services Society. During the tour
the house will be open with a talk on the McRae
Family given by Sylvia Van Kirk.

I
Ross Bay Villa
Ross Bay Villa, which last year celebrated its 150th
Anniversary, is truly a historical treasure. It is now
owned and run by the Ross Bay Villa Society and
offers an interesting and varied program throughout
the year. In addition to the regular tours on
Saturday afternoon at 2 p.m., a series of lectures,
workshops and special events are offered throughout
the year: check the beautiful website for details
www.rossbayvilla.org.
Sylvia Van Kirk

III
In the next newsletter look for items on Victoria
streetcars, Oak Bay property owners, an online
search for a Victoria nursing sister, and perhaps
answers to the mysteries posed above.
Ed

