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Yukon Venture, presents a fascinating account of

The Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway Story, 1905-2013.

Rattenbury’s activity in the north.

Robert Turner.
The Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway Story, from
1905-2013. Photos of the people, places, events and
developments that shaped and transformed the
E&N Railway and so much of Vancouver Island’s
history will enhance this talk.
Robert Turner is a well known historian and author
of a number of very fine books on shipping and
railways in B.C.

Saturday, 07 December, 2013

27 March, 2014
1907 Victoria, as Seen Through the Lens of William
Harbeck. Helen Edwards.
A copy of William Harbeck’s early movie of
Vancouver and Victoria was found in Australia some
years ago. See Victoria as your grandparents might
have known it.
Helen Edwards has a long involvement with
heritage, having worked for the Hallmark Heritage

Lunch at the

Society for many years, and is the B.C. director for

Embassy Inn ~ 12 noon Christmas Memories with

Heritage Canada Foundation. She is also a member

Emily Carr. Molly Raher Newman
Molly Raher Newman is well-known for her

of VHS and acts as our webmaster.

portrayal of Emily Carr. She joins us to share

24 April, 2014
The Life and Times of the Hon. Alexander Rocke

Emily’s writings about Christmas including
childhood memories and vignettes as a landlady.

Robertson.
Ian Robertson.
A native of Ontario and a lawyer, Robertson came to

23 January, 2014
The Royal Theatre at 100. Ken Johnson
Ken Johnson is president of Hallmark Heritage

Island bar only accepted British-trained lawyers, he

Society, a member of the VHS and is a heritage

had great difficulty in joining it. He served as Mayor

masonry conservation consultant.

of Victoria in 1870, went into provincial politics,

27 February, 2014
Francis Rattenbury’s Yukon Venture. John Motherwell
John Motherwell, a Victoria surveyor and engineer,
worked in the Yukon for many years. He developed
a life-interest in its history. His recently published
book, Gold Rush Steamboats, Francis Rattenbury’s

Vancouver Island in 1864. Because the Vancouver

established the Public Schools Act, and became a
Supreme Court Justice in 1880, sadly only to die a
year later. Several members of his family have
become lawyers and judges.
Ian Robertson, a family member and lawyer, recently
retired and moved to the island. He is a member of
the VHS.

22 May, 2014

Delight — Early Maps and Charts of Vancouver Island.

More Than Emily Carr’s Sketching Partner: The Life and

It is now available at Bolen’s, Munro’s, Ivy’s,

Art of Edythe Hembroff-Schleicher. Christina Johnson-

Tanner's, the Royal BC Museum’s and other

Dean

bookshops, or directly from the author.
For details please visit the website:
www.thelandofheartsdelight.com.

Christina Johnson-Dean is a graduate of U of C,
Berkeley, and has an MA from U.Vic. She had the
good fortune to meet Edythe. She has written on the

The Left in British Columbia: A History of Struggle.

Unheralded Artists of B.C., such as Ina Uhthoff and

Gordon Hak. Ronsdale Press, Vancouver. $21.95.

Edythe Hembroff-Schleicher.
May being the AGM, the business meeting starts at

Available at your favourite local bookstore.
“This book explores the diversity and ever-changing

7:00 pm.

nature of the left in British Columbia from the late
nineteenth century to the present. The discussion

~ REMINDERS ~
Xmas luncheon, on Saturday, Dec. 7. at the Embassy
Inn at 12 noon. “Emily Carr” will delight us, I’m
sure, with her writings on Christmas Past in
Victoria—these include childhood memories, a
wonderful word picture of a Xmas dinner at the
House of All Sorts entitled “John's Pudding” and
later reflections on the over-commercialization of
Xmas. An order form for the luncheon is attached.
It is self-explanatory. The next meeting, Nov. 28 will
be the last date for ordering tickets.

considers coal miners and carpenters, Wobblies and
communists, worker militancy in two world wars,
New Democratic Party government, the Squamish
Five, the Solidarity movement of 1983, and the more
recent Occupy movement. Hak also looks at the
relationships between the BC left and
environmental, women’s, and Aboriginal movements
over the years. Ginger Goodwin and Dave Barrett,
as well as W.A.C. Bennett and Gordon Campbell, all
play roles in this unfolding history. Drawing on
extensive published scholarship and primary
newspaper sources, Dr. Hak’s thorough examination

Also remember that memberships were due in

of the British Columbia experience offers an

September. This will be the last newsletter for those

historical context for understanding the

members whose membership has lapsed. Also the

contemporary left and a framework for considering

special price of $5 for the metal namebadges only

future alternatives.”

lasts till the end of this calendar year. In the New
Year, it will revert to $7.00

~ TRAVEL ~
John Whittaker has arranged for us another of his
interesting tours to the mainland. This will take
place on 16 & 17 June, 2014 and will involve visits to
Dewdney, Agassiz and a boat tour on Harrison Lake.
Overnight stop will be at Harrison Hot Springs. A
full itinerary with complete details is attached.

Library of the Late Gerry Andrews
A large part of the library of the late Gerry Andrews
has been sold to Sorensen books on Cook Street. For
a limited time the proprietor is offering VHS
members a 25% discount on any of these volumes on
presentation of a current VHS membership card. A
full list of the volumes available is appended hereto
as a PDF file. A limited number of paper copies of
this list will be available at the next meeting.
Galleon Books and Antiques has now re-opened at

~ BOOK NEWS ~
Michael Layland is pleased to advise fellow members
of the publication of his book: The Land Of Heart's

a new location, 106-2506 Beacon Avenue, Sydney.

~ NEW BROCHURE ~
Roots to Wings: Four Walking Tours of Victoria's
Spiritual History
Roots to Wings: Four Walking Tours of Victoria’s
Spiritual History is finally here.
The brochure showcases the spiritual landmarks of

European Studies. Currently, I am preparing to
start my teacher education program at the
University of British Columbia. History has always
been my passion, and I look forward to sharing it
with future students.

Victoria's downtown core, Lekwungen territory. With

MEGAN HARVEY writes:
I would like to extend my deepest thanks to the VHS

four tours and 30 locations, a spiritual history of the

for your generous support of young scholars such as

mid-1800's is recounted. The tours are also available

myself. Born and raised in Vancouver, I am currently

electronically through the Roots to Wings website:

in the fourth year of a PhD in History at the

www.roots2wings.weebly.com and can be viewed on a

University of Victoria.

mobile device by linking to the QR code at
http://friendsofstannsacademy.com/projects/roots-to-

My research focuses on land disputes in British

wings/.
This electronic access gives the opportunity to tour

continues to be a critical site in which the

participants to link up with any spiritual

relationships between Indigenous peoples and

community's website to learn more about their

settler governments have taken shape. The work I

current activities.
If you wish to receive copies of the brochure,

do involves traveling to Indigenous communities in

respond to this email and I’d be glad to send some
your way. If you wish to feature this project in your
publications, please contact:
Julie Cormier
Executive Director
The Society of Friends of St. Ann's Academy
info@friendsofstannsacademy.com
Tel: 953-8820 Fax: 953-8823

~ VHS SCHOLARSHIPS ~
AWARD WINNERS FOR 2012-2013

Columbia, exploring how narrative has been and

order to access local archives and spend time
learning from community members. I value this
work, and I find it tremendously rewarding, both
personally and professionally. The VHS Graduate
Scholarship helped fund my first research trip to
Haida Gwai in June of this year, for which I am truly
grateful.
I am currently teaching my first undergraduate
course at UVic (’The History of the Atlantic Slave
Trade’), and am looking forward to a trip to South

Our Society supports the study of History at the

Africa in the spring of 2014 as Co-Director, with Dr.

University of Victoria by awarding two annual

Elizabeth Vibert, of the UVic-based ‘Colonial

scholarships of $1000 each, one to a senior

Legacies South Africa Field School.’ I have also had

undergraduate and one to a graduate student in the

the good fortune to assist my supervisor, Dr. John S.

Department of History. Winners for 2012-2013 were

Lutz, and legal historian Dr. Hamar Foster with their

Diana Morris, UNDERGRADUATE and Megan

respective Victoria-based research projects. I hope to

Harvey, GRADUATE. As you will see from the thank

attend future VHS meetings in order to deepen my

you notes published below, these awards are much

understanding of Victoria’s rich and dynamic

appreciated.

history, and meet some of the people who sustain
such an important local organization.

DIANA MORRIS writes:
It was an honour and a privilege to receive the VHS

~ VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS ~

Undergraduate Scholarship last year, and I assure
you it was put to good use. I have since graduated

In late Victorian times, many of the merchants of

with my Bachelor of Arts from the University of

Victoria took pride in lavishly decorating their

Victoria with a major in History and a minor in

shops for Xmas. As Emily Carr recalled it was the

custom for families to go downtown on Christmas

advantage. Sheep, Lambs, Pigs, Bears and Rabbits

Eve to view the windows. The newspaper also

were all ornamented with beautiful and rich designs.

regaled its readers with effusive descriptions and
advertisements. The following, featuring the
butcher shop of Lawrence Goodacre and John
Dooley in 1881, creates a remarkable picture.
The Daily British Colonist, 23 December 1881, p. 3:
As I Viewed this Scene so Charming!

But the crowning feature of this fairy spectacle was
twenty head of British Columbia Raised Beef Cattle
[that] for size, beauty and quality eclipsed anything
of the kind ever seen on this coast. They were neatly
and skilfully hung up in quarters, and in the glow of
light they shone like burnished gold. Each quarter
was beautifully decorated with bouquets, rosettes and

The Exhibition of Christmas Show Meats at the

spriggs of Holly—England’s ever dear and cherished

Queen’s Market last evening was grand beyond

Holly—with its scarlet berries and dark green, glassy

conception. From the lavish beauty of the scene at

foliage which for ages past has graced the sacred

this perle de boucherie it appeared as if some fairy

altar; rare old Holly, the emblem of happy thoughts

queen had waved her magic wand and by

and merry Christmas cheer, how this brings back to

enchantment transformed the scene to a gorgeous

memory recollections of our boyhood’s home.

palace of elegance and splendor. It was one blaze of
dazzling brightness; its brilliamce shone out in all
the effulgence of a tropical sun. Everything was
neat, tastefully and artistically arranged; the
decorations were beautiful beyond description.
Various portions were handsomely festooned with
garlands of ivy-green. The crimson Steaks and
stately Roasts, Sirloins and Barons of Beef were
richly embellished with gold and silver stars.
Gracefully reclining on a slab of parian marble, all
wreathed in sunny smiles, lay twelve magnificent
Saddles of Mutton luxuriously ornamented,
designed and executed by the young and talented
artist Professor W. Marks. This work of art formed a
picture that Raphael or Michael Angelo might have
felt proud of. Everything was handsomely adorned
with tea rose, geraneums and camelias, displaying
their beauty in all their natural glory.
On the marble counter lay basking in the mellow

For quality and artistic display it is conceded by all to
be the finest ever witnessed in this city and could not
be excelled, if equalled, in any part of the world. It
was a glittering scene of beauty and of grandeur—a
glittering gem long to be remembered—and all
under the management and supervision of Professor
L. Goodacre, who deserves great credit for the very
able and efficient manner in which he has placed
this art exhibition before the public of Victoria. No
one should fail to see this gorgeous spectacle by
electric light this evening.
N.B. Our superior knowledge, skillful workmanship
and artistic ability enables us to make a clean sweep,
HENCE THE BROOM.
But we are charitable. Should the proprietors of any
city market—through lack of funds—be unable to
decorate with flags, flowers, etc., we will loan our
very large supply to them next week.
GOODACRE & DOOLEY

light, several large dishes of the famous Jersey Lilly

Contributed by Sylvia Van Kirk

Sausage Meat designed for turkey dressing, of rich
and exquisite flavour, got up in Heywood's best style
expressly of this occasion. They were all beautifully
garnished with wreaths of orange blossom and
lauristina. This picture must be seen to be
appreciated. The Turkeys, Geese, Ducks, Partridges
and Pheasants were plump, fat and fair, all dressed
in holiday attire, showing off their qualities to best

VICTORIA’S FIRST BRIDGE AND ITS
EARLY WOODEN REPLACEMENTS

T

he earliest record of a bridge in Victoria that

we have been able to find is for the Gorge
Bridge. Quoting from “Finlayson’s journal”

as it appears on the U.Vic website we find:

“1848 January Wednesday 12th Stormy with heavy
showers of sleet & rain. Wind South East. I started
with Lazard this morning by land towards Fisgard
harbour in order to discover a road to the Mill Seat,
but found none preferable to that by the water fall in

bring the meat and hide home.
Wednesday 26. Raining almost all day, wind blowing
fresh from the South East. Early this morning the
Mary Dare left the harbour for Columbia River. We
have now got five

Concordia arm

large logs placed

which we will have

across the fall in

to bridge over for

Concordia arm, at

that purpose.

which 7 hands were

People employed

employed for the last

shingling the N.

eight days, the others

Bastion which is

employed as usual as

now completed, &

labor book. No

taking the bark off

trade.

the S. Bastion &
putting its upper

Thursday, 27th.

storey plumb,

Blowing a gale from

covering drains, pit

the South West all

sawing &c.

night which

Monday 17th Overcast with mild weather. Early this
morning Mr. Nevin & myself started with 8 hands &
as many Indians to cut the road to the Mill Seat,
from the plains through the woods to the rapid in
Concordia arm & to bridge that place. I returned in
the evening after having marked the route through

continued all this forenoon with heavy rain without
intermission all day. People employed as yesterday.
The road to the Mill Seat is now cut out, with the
exception of the bridge. No trade. Nor any other
occurrence worth noticing.
Monday 31st Overcast with a light breeze from the

the woods. People

Eastward. Early this

about the Ft.

morning Mr. Nevin

employed squaring

with 8 hands left for

& getting ready the

the Mill Seat in

posts to support the

Fisgard harbour

Granary beams,

provisioned for

sawing plank for that

seven days to square

building, hauling out

the timbers for the

logs, do. with oxen.

Mill and to erect a

Trade, 5 martens, 2

house for the people

beavers & other

there. 4 hands with

small furs from

six Indians were at

Kawitchins. One of

the same time

the cows was found

dispatched to the

to day at Clover

rapid bridge which

point with a broken

is not as yet

leg caused by some accident or other going through

completed.

the wood. McPhail was ordered to slaughter her &
February

every ten years or so pushed the government into
using steel. “New Gorge-Bridge. The provincial
government proposes replacing the present
wooden bridge across Victoria Arm at the Gorge
with a steel structure, work on which will be
commenced immediately. The old bridge will not
be torn down until the sections of the new one are
ready to be put in position. A vote for the bridge
was passed at last year’s session of the legislature,
and an additional vote was passed this year. Mr.

Tuesday 1st Blowing strong from the South West

F.C. Gamble, public works engineer, is in charge of

during last night, which continued for sometime this

the work.”

forenoon. Weather overcast portending rain. Minie

The cost of replacing wooden bridge every ten

employed putting up a new grind stone here, the

years or so pushed the government into using

other having been sent to Fisgard harbour. Gagnon

steel. “New Gorge-Bridge. The provincial

& Trudelle making ladders for Nos, 5 & 6. 3 hands

government proposes replacing the present

with 8 Indn finishing off the bridge & the rest as

wooden bridge across Victoria Arm at the Gorge

yesterday. The General Teste is still in the offing

with a steel structure, work on which will be

waiting favourable weather to leave the Straits.
Wednesday 2nd Weather generally clear with a

commenced immediately. The old bridge will not

strong breeze from the South West. Paid a visit to day
to the party employed at Fisgard harbour & found
every thing going on as well as could be expected &
they are to begin tomorrow morning to clear away a
place for the foundation of a dwelling house. The
bridge across Concordia arm is now completed. I
rode across it this morning on horse back. Trade, 1
bearskin & few other trifles. The French Whaler is
still riding at anchor at Point Ogden.”
We haven’t found when the log bridge was replaced,
but the second bridge was repaired in 1878 "The
Gorge Bridge is now open for travel, having been
thoroughly repaired by the Lands and Works
department.”
The third bridge was built in 1882. “New Gorge
Bridge. – Mr. D.F. Adams has completed a new
bridge at the Gorge. It is longer, wider and stronger
than the old structure and is built on the bowstring
principle. The length is 110 feet and the width 15
feet. The hill on either side of the George is being
cut down so as to afford easy and secure approaches
to the bridge.” The cost of replacing wooden bridge

be torn down until the sections of the new one are
ready to be put in position. A vote for the bridge
was passed at last year’s session of the legislature,
and an additional vote was passed this year. Mr.
F.C. Gamble, public works engineer, is in charge of
the work.”
Notes by Ronald Greene

