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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

28 February, 2013
Victoria in 1913.  Dave Obee, the Managing Editor 

of the Times-Colonist, is a well-known writer and 

speaker.  Referring to 1913, he says, “It was a very 

good year”. Come and find out why he thinks so.

28 March, 2013
The Private Journal of Captain J. H. Richards, The 
Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862).  An interest in 
primary documents led Nanaimo-based researchers 
Dee Cullon & Linda Dorricot to edit the private 
journal kept by Captain Richards during his 
surveying of the waters around Vancouver Island.  
Their presentation on their recently published book 
will provide new insights into the work of the Royal 
Navy during the colonial period.

25 April, 2013
Sir Richard McBride. Professor Emeritus, Dr. Patricia 
Roy, will discuss her recently-published biography on 
one of BC’s most notable premiers, who helped 
shape party politics in the early decades of the 20th 
century.

23 May, 2013
AGM business meeting starts at 19:00 followed by...
Gateway to Promise — Canada’s First Japanese 
Community.  Ann-Lee & Gordon Switzer. An interest 
in Japanese culture – Gordon spent his early years in 
Japan – led to the Switzer’s being asked to help 
document local Japanese graves and then to this 
fascinating study of Victoria’s Japanese community.  
Both speakers are retired teachers.



NAME BADGES

The society has used name badges for some 

years, as have other societies such as the Old 

Cemeteries Society.  It is felt that their use helps 

members and visitors to get to know others.  

However, it is recognized that some people don’t like 

pins going through their clothes, etc.  The way we 

keep them and distribute them at monthly meetings 

and resort them after each meeting is time 

consuming.The executive have looked at other 

options and have settled upon a simple metallic 

badge with a magnetic back that won’t damage your 

clothes.  

Some of the executive will be wearing them at the 

next meeting (and beyond).  If you would like to 

have your own badge, one that you would take home 
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with you, and hopefully remember to bring/wear to 

each meeting, they will be available for $7.00 each.  

There is no requirement that you buy one, you can 

continue to use the present plastic pin-back badges 

for as long as you want.

A word of caution, we think that you might want to 

make certain that the magnetic badges are not 

stored next to your credit cards.



THREE OF VICTORIA’S IMPORTANT 
POINTS OF LAND

 
All three major points of land along the Dallas Road 

waterfront namely Holland Point, Finlayson Point, 

and Clover Point were used by aboriginal people as 

defensive sites long before white settlers came to the 

region. Carbon dating at Holland Point suggests that 

the first occupation occurred from 750 to 950 A.D. 

which lasted until about 1400.  Holland Point’s 

defensive site was located “on the edge of a steep 

bluff with a semi circular trench extending in from 

the sea bluff”.  This trench contains thin 

concentrations of midden suggesting only a short 

period of occupation during the time of intensified, 

aboriginal warfare.

At the head of a flight of stairs leading down to the 

beach, below Holland Point, a stone marker was 

installed commemorating George Holland for whom 

Holland Point is named. He was an able seaman on 

the Beaver and came to Fort Victoria in 1846. He 

was well educated, hard to get along with and often 

changed jobs — from seaman to teacher to 

postmaster and Hudson’s Bay trader. 

Holland Point has always been known for its grim 

tales.  A George Nias built a house and barn on the 

point, once part of Beckley farm property; the house 

often stood empty.  In June 1872 the mail ship 

Prince Alfred arrived around Holland Point.  It was 

flying the yellow pestilence flag — smallpox was 

aboard.  The ship anchored here and little Bertha 

Whitney, one of the first victims, was sent with her 

family to the empty Nias house which was now used 

as a quarantine station.  The remainder of the 

passengers went to Macauley Point.  Later, others 

were sent to the Nias House — now known as the 

Pest House.

The Prince Alfred was guarded and fumigated and 

all infected bedding and blankets were weighted and 

thrown overboard.  It wasn’t long before the local, 

aboriginal people had beach-combed the blankets. 

Little Bertha Whitney died in the Pest House and 

was buried in the grove of trees between the house 

and the sea.  There is a granite memorial indicating 

her gravesite.  Oldtimers spoke of at least two other 

graves there.

The Nias House stood empty for many years, 

shunned by most Victorians until a Scottish man, a 

Mr. P. Stocker, took over the house not knowing it's 

history. He was a strange man.  He was seen on a 

lonely street struggling with a woman, later reported 

missing.  A short time later a passer-by casually 

wandered into the pesthouse stable and found a 

dead man, shot in the head and strangled.  It was P. 

Stocker.  The house was never lived in again and 

eventually was torm down.

Finlayson Point was named after Roderick Finlayson, 

Chief Factor of the Hudson’s Bay Company at 

Victoria.  Long before the arrival of white men in 

this area, it was the site of an ancient fortified First 

Nation’s village.   Centuries ago these people seem 

to have suffered from a terrible sickness from time to 

time.  This was known as Sill-Kous which eventually 

wiped them out.  It’s quite possible this could have 

been during the smallpox epidemic of 1782, or from 

the spread of earlier epidemics in Siberia in 1769 . It 

had been a wonderful vantage point for them as they 

could watch from this cliff for advancing warlike 

tribes.



 On August 20, 1859, great excitement was recorded 

over the find of a rich vein of gold-bearing quartz on 

the beach immediately below Finlayson Point. It was 

to pay $200 a ton. Govenor Douglas inspected the 

spot and a mine was set up probably in the 

Horseshoe Bay area. It was called Helmcken mine. 

Several tons were taken out and inspected, but after 

that very little was said of the findlings. Another 

mine shaft stood for years at the southeast corner of 

Finlayson Point.

 In 1878, Russian and English relations were 

strained to the breaking point. As it was thought 

Russia might attack this British Colony, a battery of 

two 64 lb., wrought-iron rifled guns were placed 

here.

One was to command Ross Bay and the other 

approaches to Victoria harbour. At the same time, 

$599.00 was expended on earthworks thrown up for 

protection. A total of 80 men were recruited, under 

the title of Victoria Battery of Garrison Artillery, as 

gunners, mainly to protect Victoria. Russia never did 

visit this part of the world. The batteries stood there 

until 1892.

Clover Point area was at one time far greater in 

extent than it is today.  Sir James Douglas, governor 

of the Colony, named the point after the abundance 

of red clover found in the area — it could he seen 

far out to sea.  It was for many years thought that 

James Douglas first stepped ashore here, but now it's 

assumed it was at McNeil Bay.  A plaque was erected 

at the site, in McNeill Bay, by the Victoria Historical 

Society, in November 1994, which reads, The 

Founding Of Fort Victoria. On the afternoon of 

March 14,1843, the steamship Beaver with James 

Douglas, Hudson’s Bay Company Chief Factor on 

board anchored in Shoal Bay (McNeill) Bay. The 

following morning he went ashore at Clover Point to 

select a site for Fort Victoria. Early in the summer of 

1842 Douglas had already sailed, in the Cadboro, 

from Fort Nisqually, over to Vancouver’s Island, to 

inspect the shoreline around Victoria.

 A building of note, though not directly on Clover 

Point, but over-looking it, between Moss and Howe 

Streets, was an old, two-story saloon, run by the 

Henley family, known as Henley’s Hotel, It was built 

in the early 1850s, and was an oldtimers’ 

rendezvous, a favourite haunt of pioneers and 

seafaring men.  In 1865 the family sold it for 

$1,600., a considerable sum then. It had stables, with 

large hitching posts out front and for half a century 

during horse and buggy days it was a pleasant 

stopping place.  The family had a herd of forty cows 

that had the run of the cliffs of Beacon Hill Park. In 

1892, following the death of Henry Henley, at 77, 

the hotel was taken over by his sons and renamed 

Cliff House.

Unfortunately, the area around Cliff House had a 

bad reputation and was known as Gin Town. On 

November 24, 1905, Cliff House was destroyed by 

fire.

 
There are still people who remember the rifle range, 

constructed about 1900. It was located between 

Clover Point and Cook Street, which up until that 

time was “a rutted, muddy roadway with a large pear 

tree growing in the centre”, before Dallas Road at 

Cook Street was extended east to Ross Bay Cemetery. 

During World War I, this rifle range was well-used, 

and this part of the cliff side was not a pretty sight, 

surrounded as it was with barbed-wire fences.  This 

precluded public access to the beach for those who 

wished to collect firewood, at that time, the major 

fuel to heat their homes.

Not far from Marlborough Street and Dallas Road 

open practice trenches were constructed for army 

training purposes. Soldiers camped in tents out at 

the Willows Fairground, and others stationed in 

either wooden barracks or tents in the northern 

corner of Beacon Hill Park, marched to Clover Point 

to practise shooting. Often stray bullets from these 

practise sessions flew out over the water, causing 

boatmen to give the place a wide berth. The 

trenches were not actually filled in until 1931.Clover 

Point, in 1939, was again taken over by Department 

of National Defence. A huge search light was 

mounted on what is now the road that circles the 

point. The rest of the shoreline was blacked out, as 

was all of Victoria, which was strickly enforced, 

Soldiers manning the search light during World War 



11, lived in six, long, barrack-style buildings 

built on Clover Point. After the war the 

buildings were used as emergency housing 

for veteran families. These buildings were 

extremely cold and drafty in winter, hard to 

heat burning only driftwood in their stoves. 

It wasn't until 1956 that Clover Point was cleared 

of remaining debris and the area grass-seeded.  

Before 1920, Clover Point was also the site of old 

Sikh cremation pyres. One could see the rising 

smoke drifting over the point. Sikh bodies were 

cremated right on the beach below Clover Point, 

where there was always available ample wood for the 

pyre; other times these cremations took place on the 

range.
Liesel Jakeman



RODERICK FINLAYSON -
LIFE BEFORE THE H. B. C.

oderick Finlayson was the son of Alexander RFinlayson and Mary Morison.  Roderick’s 

paternal grandfather was Kenneth Finlayson a 

farmer in Scotland.  Alexander did not follow his 

father’s tradition of working on a farm, instead he 

adopted a sea faring life until his marriage to Mary, 

the only daughter of Alexander Morison, a civil 

engineer who worked for Sir Hugh Innes, M.P. 

After their marriage Alexander and Mary settled on 

Durinish farm in Loch Alsh Parish in Ross County, 

Scotland where he became a sheep farmer.  Their 

first child Anne McKenzie Finlayson was born in 

1812, followed by Katherine in 1814 and John in 

1816.  Roderick Finlayson was born on Mar 16, 

1818.  His birth was followed by a brother Alexander 

in 1820 and another sister Margaret in 1823.

The Finlayson family lived comfortably at Durinish 

farm until Roderick’s father ran into financial 

difficulties and had to sell his stock of cattle horses 

and sheep to pay creditors.  By 1824 the family 

became destitute and lost everything including their 

farm.  They moved into a small cottage with a small 

piece of land in a neighbouring village and 

Alexander resumed his seafaring life.  Mary and her 

six children struggled to survive on the meagre 

earnings provided by her husband.  Mary also 

received a little assistance from her father.  

At age six Roderick attended parochial school where 

he learned to read and write.  A few years later 

Roderick and one of his sisters were sent to live with 

their widowed maternal grandfather, Alexander 

Morison.  The walk to his new school from his 

grandfather’s house was five miles each way.  In 

order to keep Roderick out of mischief after school, 

Alexander Morison made Roderick dig his garden in 

the spring, weed it in the summer and dig up 

vegetables in the fall.
  

Roderick loved to read.  He especially liked reading 

Anson’s, Cook’s and Drake’s voyages around the 

world.  He also read about the rise and development 

of the East India Company and other adventurers in 

foreign lands.   It was from reading these stories that 

he developed a desire to leave Scotland and make 

something of himself.  He urged his mother to let 

him go to explore the world but she objected.
 

In April 1836 Roderick’s youngest sister Margaret 

died at the age of eight.  Margaret’s death was 

devastating.  Perhaps Roderick’s sister’s death 

helped Mary realize there were no prospects for her 

family in the Scottish highlands.  She wrote her only 

brother, a civil engineer living in New York and 

asked him to secure a place for the whole family as 

immigration was the best course to follow.

Mary’s brother wrote an encouraging return letter 

and the family prepared to immigrate to North 

America.   Roderick’s grandfather sold his pension 

from Sir Hugh Innes to secure funds for the long sea 

voyage.  The entire Finlayson family including 

Alexander Morison left Glasgow on July 20, 1837 on 

a lodging on Pearl Street in Manhattan.   Roderick 

wasted no time in looking for a job.  He brought 

sailing ship.  They reached New York forty days later 

on September 4, 1837.

When the Finlaysons arrived in New York, Roderick’s 

uncle was away on business so they found letters of 

introduction from friends in Glasgow but everywhere 

he went the answer was ‘No Vacancy.’  Down, but not 

defeated, Roderick saw a help wanted sign on a 

vessel that advertised for hands to go to New 



Orleans.  He applied to the ships master and was 

told to return in three days on Monday and at that 

time he would be hired as an apprentice sailor.   

That same day Roderick’s uncle returned to the city 

and told Roderick that he had secured a job for him 

in a Career and Enquires newspaper office.  He 

never returned to see the ships master.
 

Prior to leaving Scotland, Roderick’s father wrote a 

letter to his brother Chief Factor Duncan Finlayson 

of the Hudson’s Bay Company advising they would 

be immigrating to North America and would be in 

New York by September.

 
A few days after being advised of the newspaper 

office position Roderick’s Uncle Duncan along with 

Governor Simpson arrived in New York on their way 

to England.  Duncan inquired as to where Alexander 

and his family were staying and visited them.  

Following the visit, Chief Factor Duncan Finlayson 

recommended Roderick to Governor Simpson 

saying he was an ideal candidate for the Hudson’s 

Bay Company.

Roderick was given a job as an apprentice clerk and 

was directed to proceed immediately to Lachine near 

Montreal.  His dreams of an adventurous life were 

about to come true.  He now had his foot in the door 

of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s service and he was 

determined to succeed as others had done in the 

service. 
Written by Pam Gaudio

Great great-granddaughter of Honorable Chief Factor 
Roderick Finlayson



ESQUIMALT UNITED CHURCH

squimalt United Church, the building, will be Ecelebrating its 100th Anniversary in September 

2013. The congregation is older by a few years.

The first meeting to establish a Methodist church in 

Esquimalt was held in May 1911 in Jones Hall. A 

letter was read from the Christian Brethren serving 

on HMCS Rainbow, one of Canada’s first navy ships, 

promising “hearty support of the cause.” 

Attendees agreed to hold the first preaching service 

the following week in Kent’s Hall, above the Western 

Supply Store at the corner of Esquimalt Road and 

Constance Avenue.
For many years Rev. John P. Hicks, founder and 

Editor of the Western Methodist Recorder, held 

Sunday school classes at the Soldiers and Sailors’ 

Home at the corner of Admirals and Esquimalt 

roads [since 1937, The Tudor House] and the 

decision was made to continue holding classes at this 

location. Rev. Hicks was also Chaplain to the  

members of HM Forces. He received support 

quarterly from the paymaster who deducted 10 cents 

per week from the pay of Protestant sailors and 5 

cents per week from soldiers.

Property was purchased at the corner of Admirals 

Road and Lyall Street and American architects 

Emanuel J. Bresemann and Eugene Durfee, who 

designed the First Congregational Church and the 

Knights of Pythias Hall in Victoria, were 

commissioned to design a church. The building, a 

simple, two-storey, wooden structure with bell tower, 

capable of seating three hundred people, was built 

by carpenters Messrs. Smith and Adams. Miss Sarah 

Spencer, a strong supporter of Methodism, laid the 

cornerstone and on 11 September 1913, Horace J. 

Knott of Knott Brothers and Brown Real Estate 

Company formally opened Esquimalt Naval and 

Military Methodist Church.

The first minister, the Reverend Mr. Thomas 

Keyworth, was also Chaplain to the Imperial and 

Canadian Forces stationed at Esquimalt. The 

military continued holding Church Parade each 



Sunday until the Second World War when its own 

padres and chaplains were appointed and services 

were held elsewhere.  It is interesting that Keyworth’s 

wife was an honourary pallbearer at the funeral 

[1930] of Caroline Sarah Knott Tate, wife of Rev. 

Charles Montgomery Tate, the subject of one of our 

guest speakers.

The name, Naval and Military Methodist Church 

was used until 1925 when the congregation joined 

the newly formed United Church of Canada. At this 

time the name changed to Naval and Military 

United Church.

Burning the mortgage was part of the 25th 

Anniversary celebration in 1936. Miss Lizzie Rowe, 

first secretary to the Sunday school and organist for 

twenty-three years, lit the match that burned “that 

undesirable document” as the mortgage was 

described. 

Plagued with pigeon problems over the years, the 

bell tower, home to the noisy flock,  was removed 

during renovations in the 1950s. Also in the 1950s 

“Naval and Military” was dropped and the name 

changed to Esquimalt United Church as it is still 

known today.

Sherri Robinson



CONTACT US

By regular mail at...
The Victoria Historical Society

PO Box 50001
 Victoria     BC     V8S 5LB

By E-mail at...
inquiry@victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

View of the Gorge waterway, ca. 1870
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