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27 September, 2012
Delectus Victorianus. Ron Greene.  A view of Victoria 
of the 1860s and 1870s collected and compiled by 
the Rev. A. E. Alston, who was born in Victoria in 
1862.  Ronald Greene is the Past President of the BC 
Historical Federation, and current VHS President

25 October, 2012
Esquimalt. Sherri Robinson. Fifth-generation resident 
of Esquimalt, historian/archivist Sherri Robinson will 
share the highlights of her marvellous book written 
to celebrate one hundred years of Esquimalt history.

22 November, 2012
Gyppeswyk.  Dr. Robert Taylor, Professor Emeritus of 
Brock University, will talk about the intriguing 
history of the 19th century mansion that is today the 
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria.  His book on the 
house, commissioned by the Art Gallery, is due out 
this fall.

08 December, 2012 Holiday luncheon at the 
Embassy Inn - 12 noon.
The Fort Victoria Journals.  Prof. Lutz with Editor 
Graham Brazier will discuss the innovative project 
which resulted in the on-line publication of the only 
extant Fort Victoria Journal which covers the years 
1846-1850.  2013 marks the 170th anniversary of 
the founding of Fort Victoria.

24 January, 2013
The Rev. C.M.Tate and the Indian Rights Association of 
BC.  Ben Clinton-Baker, a doctoral student at UVic, 
will present aspects of his MA thesis research on the 
Rev. Charles Tate, a Methodist missionary who 
worked among Coastal First Nations for more than 
50 years.  Tate became a sympathetic advocate of 

Aboriginal land claims and also served at what is 
today James Bay United Church.

28 February, 2013
Victoria in 1913.  Dave Obee, the Managing Editor of 
the Times-Colonist, is a well-known writer and 
speaker.  Referring to 1913, he says, “It was a very 
good year”. Come and find out why he thinks so.

28 March, 2013
The Private Journal of Captain J. H. Richards, The 
Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862).  An interest in 
primary documents led Nanaimo-based researchers 
Dee Cullon & Linda Dorricot to edit the private 
journal kept by Captain Richards during his 
surveying of the waters around Vancouver Island.  
Their presentation on their recently published book 
will provide new insights into the work of the Royal 
Navy during the colonial period.

25 April, 2013
Sir Richard McBride. Professor Emeritus, Dr. Patricia 
Roy, will discuss her recently-published biography on 
one of BC’s most notable premiers, who helped 
shape party politics in the early decades of the 20th 
century.

23 May, 2013  AGM business meeting starts at 19:00
Gateway to Promise - Canada’s First Japanese Community.  
Ann-Lee & Gordon Switzer. An interest in Japanese 
culture – Gordon spent his early years in Japan – led 
to the Switzer’s being asked to help document local 
Japanese graves and then to this fascinating study of 
Victoria’s Japanese community.  Both speakers are 
retired teachers.
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HOLIDAY LUNCHEON MEETING

Following our concerns about last December’s 
banquet we polled the membership and received a 
good return of questionaires.  Lunch was more 
popular than dinner, and December was the 
preferred month.  So, your Council decided to book 
the Embassy Inn, on Menzies Street, for a luncheon 
at 12 noon, Saturday, 8th December, 2012.  There is 
complimentary parking for anyone attending.  Bar 
service is available.

Lunch will be a three course meal, (salad, entrée, 
dessert, plus tea or coffee) with a choice of one of 
three different entrées:
a) Roast Beef
b) Roast Turkey
c) Vegetarian0

The Price will be $27.00 

When you send your cheque in or pay at the 
meeting, please specify your choice of entrée.  

I
~ BOOK NEWS ~

Member Barry Gough’s book Juan de Fuca’s Strait: 
Voyages in the Waterway of Forgotten Dreams is to be 
published by Harbour Publishing on 01 September, 
2012. The book is on the theme addressed by the 
author at a recent meeting of the Society. By 
agreement with the executive of the VHS, copies will 
be availabe for purchase at the September meeting. 
The author is offering individual copies to members 
and guests at the discounted price of $30.00.

BAMBERTON From Dust to Bust and Back by Maureen 
Alexander & Andrew S. Brown.  Bamberton Cement 
built BC and now for the first time, archive records, 
photographs and memories shared by former 
employees and residents tell a story that has been 
waiting a century to be told.  An intriguing and 
inspiring look at one of the milestones in BC’s 
history and the 100-year legacy it left behind.
Available to BCHF members for $18.00 plus 
shipping, a saving of $5.00 off the regular price.

For more info go to: 

BRITISH COLUMBIA'S MAGNIFICENT PARKS; 
THE FIRST 100 YEARS. James D.Anderson.    
Harbour Publishing, 2011,    $44

www.bambertonhistoricalsociety.org

James Anderson has written this book as a 
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of British 
Columbia's Park System.   March 2011 was the date 
of the designation of Strathcona Park.  The history 
which he has written provides an account of the 
orderly development of our Provincial Parks.

The author had 30 years of involvement until his 
retirement in 2000, as a key administrative member 
of the BC Parks Branch.  As such, he had a key 
vantage point to observe and direct many of these in 
the final decades of the century.
 
I have enjoyed this book very much.  It is 
handsomely produced by Harbour Publishing, 
organized by “periods” that emerged sometimes by 
design, sometimes by movements in civil society, and 
sometimes by political changes.  The text is, as far as 
I can determine, very accurate in historical terms.  
The excellent photographs are well-placed.  One has 
a sense that the park system was the work of many 
dedicated individuals, and not just government.
 
In this age of increasing conservation awareness, it is 
heartening to read a book like this, celebrating 
successes, and an ongoing witness to our concerns.  
Stephen Hume has written the Forward, and says 
this: “British Columbians tend to take the glories of 
their provincial parks for granted.  But citizen 
organizations still struggle to defend parks from 
economic and political interests that see them as a 
convenient resource bank from which to draw 
capital.”  Vigilance is still needed!
 
At $44, this is quite pricey, but it is well worth it.  
One can borrow a copy from the Public Library 
(classed in the 333.78 area) but ask for assistance to 
place a hold on a copy which may come from any 
library branch.

Arnold Ranneris

I

~ THE LURE OF SATURNA ISLAND ~

any thanks to John Whittaker for organizing Msuch a delightful and interesting day trip to 
Saturna Island on June 13, 2012.  I had never been 
to Saturna before, as was the case for numerous 
Society members, but I found it so enchanting that I 
returned again to stay at the historic Payne house in 
July (more later).

The weather promised fine as we congregated early 
at the Cedar Hill car park and to my great relief 
there turned out to be room for us all on the bus.  

http://www.bambertonhistoricalsociety.org


Originally because the tour was over-subscribed, I 
had proposed to follow the bus by car with myself 
and 3 passengers.  As it turned out, kudos are in 
order for our bus driver, who navigated very well the 
narrow roads and steep climbs of Saturna—I would 
have been exhausted.  The trip to Saturna was direct 
and scenic and afforded the chance to pick up the 
excellent brochure on the sights of the island.

We landed at Lyall 
Harbour and our first 
stop was the lookout 
atop Mount 
Warburton Pike.  
There are stunning 
views to the south-west 
across the Pender 
Islands.  The 
mountain is named 
after a rather 
eccentric English 
sportsman-adventurer 
who first came to 
Saturna in the 1880s.  
Our bus driver’s skills 
were displayed going 
up (he had never been 
on this challenging 
road before) but especially coming down, when the 
brakes had to be applied so frequently that we could 
smell smoke when we reached the bottom!

We then proceeded to Saturna Beach, site of 
Warburton Pike’s homestead and the first wharf.  It 
is now a community park and here we were met by 
local Richard Blagborne, a fount of information 
about the island’s history.  Close by was the Saturna 
Island Winery and Bistro where we had a delicious 
lunch and were introduced to a legendary old-timer 
Jim Campbell.  Then back on the bus: as we drove 
along the north-east coast of the island, we were 
regaled by Richard’s anecdotes about the island and 
its small number of permanent residents, including 
Molly the Kid (goat) who was put on the school 
register to boost numbers.  Our destination was 
spectacular East Point, site of the lighthouse built in 
1888 and the Fog Alarm Building. The FAB, as it is 
now known, has been transformed into a most 
impressive Heritage Centre with large display panels 
starting with  Spanish exploration.  There is an 
excellent walk right down to the point which looks 
out toward Mount Baker; these  waters are a choice 
spot for whale watching and the rock formations 
along the shore are fascinating.  On our way back we 
made a brief stop at picturesque Winter Cove, now 

the sight of the famous Saturna Lamb Bake, always 
held on Canada Day, and which now caters to over 
1000 people.  The ferry ride back required a change 
of ferries at Mayne Island, but was a relaxing way for 
us all to share our enthusiasm about what we had 
learned of this beautiful Gulf Island and its history.

Society member Diana Chown and I had both 
pricked up our ears when we heard that one could 

stay at the Payne 
House, the oldest 
extant house on the 
island dating from 
1892, as it is now a B 
& B.  So in mid-July, 
we returned to Breezy 
Bay as a party of five 
which allowed us to 
have the run of the 
whole house—our 
hosts only showing up 
to make us a lovely 
breakfast.   We found 
the old farmhouse 
most comfortable and 
its history intriguing.  
Gerald Payne who was 
a friend of Warburton 

Pike had come to Saturna as a young man and 
bought a large acreage on the western end of the 
island.  Here he and his wife Elizabeth farmed and 
raised their family of  four  children.  Eventually four 
of Payne’s numerous siblings  came out from 
England to settle on Saturna as well.  These included 
clergyman Hubert, who built a small church at 
Winter Cove, sister Isabel, who painted lovely 
watercolours of the area, and sister Katherine who 
married into the Bradley-Dyne family.  Then in the 
1930s, the  Paynes started migrating to North 
Saanich which accounts for the fact that they all lie 
in the cemetery at Holy Trinity today.

The house passed through several hands and had 
become derelict by the 1960s.  It was  rescued by a 
hippie commune from Vancouver who attempted to 
run it as a free school—this didn’t last, but several 
families stayed on to develop the property as a co-
operative and there are other houses dotted up the 
hillside.   We met some of the  “old-timers” from this 
era who played an important role in restoring the 
original house. During our two-day stay, we drove 
down the centre of the island to the idyllic campsite 
at Narvaez Bay—it is not for the faint-hearted as it is 
quite a long trek in with one’s gear.  The next day we 
had a lovely picnic at Winter Cove and followed the 

FOG ALARM BUILDING ~ EAST POINT



boardwalk trail to Boat Passage with its steep but 
scenic lookout to the Strait of Georgia.  We also saw 
the outside of the tiny church built by Hubert Payne. 
Much of the land mass of Saturna is now part of the 
Gulf Islands National Park Reserve: it is to be hoped 
that a constructive relationship can be forged with all 
the stakeholders that ensures the preservation of 
Saturna’s impressive and varied natural beauty and 
its idiosyncratic human past.  We certainly hope to 
return.

Sylvia Van Kirk

I

~ A LOAD OF OLD COBBLERS ~ 

oot and shoe manufacturing in Victoria in the Bearly days consisted of smaller cottage type 
industries; most footwear being imported. Among 
the earliest boot and shoe wholesalers from gold 
rush days were Haas & Rosenfeld and K. Gambitz 
who advertised in the 1860 directory but footwear 
was only one of the many lines imported, possibly 
from F. Delger of San Francisco, with shoes 
manufactured in Philadelphia.  Webster & Co were 
manufacturing boots and shoes in their shop on 
Yates from 1860.  One of their employees was Henry 
Mansell.  By 1861, Mansell, a native of Surrey in the 
United Kingdom, had set up his own business on 
Government Street where he became a Victoria 
institution, the business remaining open until 1901. 
Later known as the B.C. Boot and Shoe Store, shoes 
were imported from the U.K. and Philadelphia via 
San Francisco.  Custom work was also done on the 
premises and a large quantity of product was 
supplied locally.  In 1862, Mansell was assessed 400 
pounds and paid tax of 2 pounds under the Trade 
Licenses Act.  In competition on Government Street 
near Yates was A. Noltemeier also manufacturing 
boots and shoes, H. Schultz and Jesse Cowpar 
(formerly Webster & Co).  Cowpar became an 
employee of Mansell in the early 1870s. Richard & 
Hannah Maynard, of photographic fame, also 
carried on a shoemaking and leather findings 
business from 1862, later operated by son George. 
Maynard was commissioned by the Belmont factory 
to purchase hides for them.  A former Maynard 
employee H. Borde was making boots and shoes on 
lower Johnson Street with D.G. Hooper in the early 
1880s. Several Wharf Street trading companies also 
provided competition.

By 1875, Mansell had moved to a new brick building 
opposite the post office He was then living at 848 
Pandora Street with wife Frances, six children under 

15 all born in B.C. and mother Suzanna.
William Heathorn, also born in the U.K., started 
selling boots and shoes on Government Street in the 
1860s and started manufacture in 1872, the same 
year he established a tannery on Rock Bay.  An 
article in the January 15th, 1881 British Colonist 
reports E.C. Johnson as the tannery manager. 
Johnson was earlier associated with a tannery on 
Saanich Road with William Dalby (later Dalby & 
Wilson).  In 1883, another tannery was established 
across Bay Street by E.C. Johnson & Robert Magirl. 
By the mid 1880s, Heathorn employed 50 workmen 
and turned out 70 varieties of boots and shoes which 
were sold to mining camps, logging operations and 
retail stores.

 In 1871 an important tanning, currying (dyeing) 
and shoemaking operation was started on the 
former Cameron estate at Belmont, above Esquimalt 
lagoon by John Switzer.  Switzer, of U.K. origin, 
spent some time in New Zealand where two of his 
children were born. 1873 saw the operation 
incorporated as Belmont Tanning & Boot & Shoe 
Manufacturing Co Limited. Original directors 
included R. Finlayson, J. H. Turner, M. Tyrwhitt-
Drake and K. Stahlschmidt.  A former sawmill was 
converted to process raw hides into finished leather. 
This was manufactured on site into boots, shoes and 
mill belting.  Power was a supplied by a water wheel 
driven by streams diverted by flumes from springs 
on the property and possibly Colwood Creek which 
ran on the east side. Tanning took place in vats on 
the ground floor. The second floor contained the 
dyeing operation. Manufacturing of boots, shoes and 
beltings was on the top floor.  Clients included 
Victoria merchants W.S. Bone, Henry Mansell, Wing 
Chung & Co. and Lung Chung & Co. on Fisgard 
Street.  Clients off the Island included Skidegate Oil 
Co, and Vancouver merchants Abrams & Mclean. In 
1879, the company opened a new boot & shoe 
factory on the upper floor at Langley & Yates, with a 
salesroom below.  In 1881, a new factory was built on 
Government near Yates.  By 1882, the company now 
under the management of William Dalby was 
turning out 28,000 pairs of shoes a year.  Much of 
the raw materials were supplied locally including 
lumber for the steam boilers and hemlock bark from 
Muir’s in Sooke.

It is interesting to note that most of the workers 
involved in tanning and manufacture of leather 
products were Chinese. The process of tanning hides 
would have been familiar to tanners of medieval 
times, although modern innovation had reduced the 
length of time required to convert hides into leather 



considerably.  Tanneries since time immemorial were 
unwelcome in urban areas due to noxious odors 
produced.  A Belmont Tannery hide house inventory 
for 1889 includes “tallow, salt, cord wood, barrels of 
hen dung, lime, japonica, vitriol, alum, glue, 
hemlock bark and timothy seed”.  From 
approximately 1889 to the mid 1890s a leather 
tanning extract was produced by the California 
Tanning Company in Sekiu, Washington. 
Apparently, this was an important pioneer industry 
on the Strait and some of the product was shipped to 
Victoria tanneries.

In March 1864, imports to the Port of Victoria 
included leather, hides and skins from San Francisco, 
Puget Sound and B.C.  Thirty-six packages of shoes 
valued at $3,761 were imported from the UK. With 
the advent of local manufacturing however, the value 
of imports soon dropped by 50% as Victoria firms 
took on a major role in supplying product to 
Vancouver Island, the Lower Mainland and other 
coastal markets.

In 1885, the last spike was driven and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway arrived in B.C. A year later, the 
Montreal shoe manufacturing giant Ames Holden & 
Company opened a sales office in Victoria. In 1889 
Ames Holden bought up not only Belmont but also 
Heathorn’s.  Albert C. Flumerfelt was brought in 
from the company’s Winnipeg store as manager.  He 
soon became active in community activities 
including the Board of Trade, Jubilee Hospital and 
lacrosse.  In 1894 he built Ruhebuhne, a Maclure 
designed Tudor-Revival house at 835 Pemberton 
Avenue. The house no longer exists but has been 
reported as similar in design to an extant Maclure 
home Gabriola built for B.T. Rogers in 1901 on 
Davie Street in Vancouver.  Ames Holden erected a 
new factory in 1891 at the south west corner of 
Langley & Broughton.  The company expanded to 
Vancouver in 1895 and this move marked the 
decline of boot & shoe making in Victoria.  The 
former Heathorn tannery was sold and a lumber 
yard owned by McIntosh & Endean was soon 
operating on the site.  The Belmont property was 
sold by 1890, the name changed to Hatley Park, and 
operated variously as a farm, racetrack and water 
source for the Royal Navy before being sold to James 
Dunsmuir in 1907.  The Langley & Broughton 
property was rented out and finally sold to Old 
Country Capitalists in 1907.  Flumerfelt left the 
company in 1900 to manage Granby Smelting & 
Refining. Later he became prominent in provincial 
politics. He died in 1930 and is buried in Ross Bay 
Cemetery. 

Ames Holden shoes continued to be sold through 
retailers into the 1940's but the footwear was not 
made here.  The Vancouver operation continued 
until 1912 after which it became Ames Holden 
McCready, finally disappearing from directories in 
1941.  Former employees A. McKeown, W. Smith 
and E. Jackson carried on small scale boot & shoe 
manufacturing in Victoria in the early 1900s.
One tannery survived the Ames Holden invasion 
and that was the Bay Tannery operated by Johnson 
& Magirl.  The latter died in 1886 and the 
partnership dissolved.  The tannery was acquired by 
former Heathorn employee Fred Peate and in 1892 
by Fred Norris, an established Government Street 
saddler, harness and trunk maker and former 
employee of Dalby & Wilson.  However this last 
Victoria tannery was closed by 1915.

The demise of the boot and shoe manufacturing 
industry was part of the general de-industrialisation 
of Victoria in that period and the loss of 
manufacturing to the Lower Mainland. Nevertheless, 
it was an important industry of which the community 
was proud.  Dalby, Heathorn, McKeown, Switzer, 
Mansell and Flumerfelt became involved in local 
politics.  Mansell, Heathorn, Belmont, Maynard, 
Norris and Webster all exhibited at Provincial 
Exhibitions where their talents in the art of boot and 
shoe making were recognized.

Cliff Chandler.

I
From The British Colonist.  22 August, 1882

DEATH OF JIMMY JONES.
Close of an Adventurous Career

Jimmy Jones, Mariner. Died at Royal Hospital, 20 
August, 1882, of paralysis, at the age of 58.

One of BC’s most noted characters, whose celebrity 
extended down to lower CA, Mexico and even South 
America, ended a turbulent life on Sunday night last.  
Jimmy Jones has for nearly 30 years figured very 
conspicuously in the coasting annals of the province 
having arrived here in 1854.  A Welshman by birth he 
left his native mountains in early life in search of his 
father whom he found in the coal mines of 
Pennsylvania.  His innate love of adventure led him 
overland to Salt Lake with a detachment of Mormons, 
and from thence the '49 excitement in California took 
him over the Sierras to that Eldorado.
Four or five years of mining life contented him with 
gold digging and he next found himself at work in 
the Bellingham Bay coal mine. Here, for the first 



time in his life he made money, and with it built or 
bought a schooner called Emily Parker in which 
during the first Fraser river excitement of 1858 he 
embarked in the carrying trade between the Sound 
and this port.  This schooner ran aground and was 
burned at Ross Bay, after which he built the 
schooner Carolena and sailed her chiefly in the coal 
trade between Nanaimo and this port.

Another schooner was purchased by Jimmy on the 
Sound and called Jenny Jones. In this craft he made 
a few trips to the Columbia, and about 1863 or 1864 
he got engines put into her in this city, but on again 
going to the Sound being heavily in debt the sheriff 
seized her.  Jimmy, however, ran away from Olympia 
with the sheriff ’s officer, landed him somewhere on 
the Sound and came over here where another 
attachment awaited the vessel.  This time the sheriff 
was taken off and landed between here and 
Nanaimo, and at the latter place Jones got a hint as 
to where he could smuggle some refuse coal on 
board. This was done between two days and the 
vessel was headed for Johnstone Strait and the 
northern part of the Island. When fairly out into the 
broad Pacific he made sail for the south and ran all 
the way down to Mexico, where a good sale was 
effected; but unfortunately in the then unsettled 
condition of that country he was cheated out of the 
purchase money and was glad to escape with his life.

After a while Jimmy got a situation as a watchman 
onboard steamer California, and the first trip to this 
port, by a well executed manoeuver, he got his wife 
from where she was staying in the country on board 
of the ship and away to California.  In the course of 
a few years his debts here were forgotten or 
condoned and the irrepressible Jimmy returned to 
this province.  He sailed the schooner Discovery for 
Englehardt & Bales and afterwards made occasional 
trips for coal.  On one occasion while lying at the 
wharf in this city, by some means or other the 
schooner sank with a load of coal on board.  The 
Dominion government raised the vessel and when 
put up at auction Jimmy bought her for a mere 
trifle.  Poor Jimmy's active and adventurous career 
was now drawing to a close. The hard life he had 
been leading and the severe privations which he had 
endured were undermining a naturally hardy and 
strong constitution, until finally he was entirely 
disabled by repeated attacks of paralysis and died at 
the age of about 52.  He married here early in the 
1860s, and leaves two sons, one of whom is engaged 
at the Skidegate oil fishery.  His widow is an inmate 
of the lunatic asylum.
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CONTACT US

By regular mail at...
The Victoria Historical Society

PO Box 50001
Victoria     BC     V8S 5LB

By E-mail at...
inquiry@victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca
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