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~ PROGRAMME FOR 2010 ~
All meetings begin at 7:30 pm at the James Bay New
Horizons Centre, 234 Menzies Street except the
December one.
25 February, 2010
The Toponymy of Vancouver Island. Michael Layland
is a map historian and former president of VHS.
He will describe how and when the place names
were given and appeared on maps and charts.
25 March, 2010
San Juan Island, its History and BC Connections. Mike
Vouri is the Chief of Interpretation for the San Juan
Islands National Historic Park. He was the host of
the trip of VHS members made to the island last
spring.
22 April, 2010
Victoria Fire Department’s Fire Department. Dave
Parker is the author of the book First Water Tigers,
and former curator of history at the RBCM. He has
done research and knows the history of the VFD
intimately.
27 May, 2010
Victoria’s Royal Theatre. Ken Johnson has been
connected with the Royal Theatre in many ways.
He received a citation from the Hallmark Society
for his work in restoration of the facade.
For more information, visit:
www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca
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SPRING 2010

~ RARE COLLECTION OF ~
~ PHOTOGRAPHS NOW ONLINE ~

S

aanich Archives is pleased to announce that
more than 900 images by early 20th century
Saanich photographer Annie Girling can now
be searched online. Highlights of this unique
collection are featured in a new web exhibit,
“Developing Roots: Photographic Perspectives on
Home and Nature”, on the Saanich Archives website
at: http://saanicharchives.ca
Anne Alice Girling was born in England in 1880
and studied photography at Woolwich Polytechnic
before coming to Saanich with her parents and ten
siblings in 1912. During Annie’s lifetime she
experimented with photographic methods,
capturing images of her family and community as
well as nature scenes and still lifes. Her collection
of work, including many photographs of Saanich
and Victoria taken from 1912 to the 1940s, consists
of 916 images (535 glass plate negatives, 357
filmnegatives and 24 prints).
The collection was nearly destroyed when the
Girling’s Finnerty Road house was demolished in
the 1960s, but was rescued and preserved for over
30 years by Lindsay Lambert, a photographic
historian. In 2008, Mr. Lambert generously
donated Annie’s 1901 field camera, plate holders,
printing frames and negatives to Saanich Archives.
Descendants of the Girling family have assisted in
the identification of the images.
In addition to the online exhibit, Annie Girling’s
camera equipment is on display at the Saanich
Municipal Hall until February 23rd as part of an
exhibit celebrating Heritage Week.

Saanich Archives is located in the Saanich
Centennial Library at 3100 Tillicum Road and is
open Monday to Friday, 10:00am to 4:30pm. For
further information, please call 250-475-1775 or
visit our website at: http://saanicharchives.ca
For more information please contact: Caroline
Duncan
Tel: 250-475-1775 ext. 3478
E-mail: caroline.duncan@saanich.ca

I
OUTING TO VICTORIA POLICE DEPT.
MUSEUM

T

he VPD marked its l50th anniversary in 2008.
It began in the heady days of the Gold Rush
era, when hundreds of would-be miners
crowded into the City. Many may not know that
when the Police Dept. moved to its present quarters
at corner of Caledonia and Quadra Streets space
was provided for a museum/archival area. The
volunteer curator Bill Blore will host us for a tour
and refreshments on Wednesday March 24 at 1-2:30
pm. This is a most interesting aspect of Victoria’s
history. If you would like to join us, let me know:
Arnold Ranneris (250-598-3035)

I
PROPOSED FORT RODD HILL TOUR ON
JUNE 13TH

T

he Hallmark Society and the Victoria
Historical Society have tentatively booked a
self-guided group tour of Fort Rodd Hill for
Sunday, June 13th at 2pm. This will be the day
following the 150th anniversary celebration of
Fisgard Lighthouse, which will have been restored
with new exhibits. That Sunday also will be the last
day that the international fleet will be moored off
Royal Roads*.
The cost of the self-guided group tour will be $3.40
per person, paid at the gate, with free parking. A
sign-up sheet will be available at upcoming VHS
meetings. Members who wish to go on the
June13th tour but cannot attend the regular VHS
meetings can register by mail to VHS, PO Box
50001, Victoria. BC V8S 5L8
*To mark the Canadian Naval Centennial (CNC)
there will be an International Fleet Review (IFR) in
Victoria British Columbia over the period 9-14 June
2010. More than 25 foreign nations from the
Indo-Pacific Region have been invited to send ships

to gather with our Pacific Fleet in Victoria for the
International Fleet Review. Further details can be
found at the Maritime Forces Pacific Website.

I
BLACK HISTORY MONTH AND THE
SOCIETY BEHIND IT

F

ebruary has been designated as Black History
Awareness Month. In Victoria, we are
privileged to have an active society which has
prepared activities and events to become aware and
celebrate this part of our history.
On Sunday, Feb. 6, there was an event held at the
James Bay New Horizons Society in which various
groups had displays and information. We also
viewed a video “Go Do Some Great Thing”, which
depicted aspects of this history, based on the
research of Crawford Killian and the film producer
Anthony Bailey. It told the story of several black
pioneers and told of how they came here in the late
l850s at the encouragement of James Douglas and
the personal leadership of Mifflin Gibbs. The book
by Killian is available at the public library. A tour
with the theme Black History will be given in the
Ross Bay Cemetery is this coming Sunday, 28
February, 2010.
The British Columbia Black History Awareness
Society is a non-profit Society formed in l994 to
promote awareness and interest in the achievements
of Black people in arts, education, government,
sports, science etc. They maintain a website at:
www.bcblackhistory.ca.
Arnold Ranneris

I
BOOK AND MAGAZINE NOTES OF
INTEREST

I

n November, we were informed and entertained
by Jeanette Taylor who spoke on her work and
research into the history of Quadra Island. This
research is available in her book The Quadra Story;
the History of Quadra Island. She has also written
and previously published Tidal Passages; a History
of the Discovery Islands. Both can be found in the
public library at 971.12 TAY. (If the book is out or
not at the branch you use, you can place a hold on
it.)
The Beaver is now published under the title
Canada’s History as of its next issue in April, 2010.

The magazine, for many years an internal
publication of the Hudson’s Bay Company, has an
interesting history. It has evolved into a bi-monthy
magazine depicting many aspects of Canada’s
history. It is published by Canada’s National
History Society, based in Winnipeg. Subscription to
this excellent magazine is available for $32.95, from
the distributor The Beaver, Box l274, Station K,
Toronto, M4P 3E5.
If you would like to see a copy, please phone me
(Arnold Ranneris) at 250-598-3035, or by E-mail at
WL545@shaw.ca)

~~~
No Tame Cat - Fur Trade Daughter, her Cape Horn
Captain, and the Chilean Courtesan by local author
and VHS member Robert Harvey
Captain James Gaudin from the Channel Islands
married Agnes Anderson whose father, BC Pioneer
A.C. Anderson, a chief trader with the HBC, gave
his name to Anderson Hill in Oak Bay.
600-pages of Captain Gaudin’s the logbook on
microfilm gave authenticity for the sea story part of
the book. The author’s grandmother Mabel Harvey,
was the daughter of Captain James Gaudin. As a
babe she rounded the Horn in 1875 on a passage
from Victoria to London; and she did it again in
reverse in 1881 on the occasion of her father
bringing his family from Jersey to settle in Victoria.
Western Mariner magazine January 2010 issue
listed No Tame Cat with other books of interest to
mariners, commenting that the book sets forth in
“incredible detail” the description of the passages
under sail around Cape Horn.
No Tame Cat, recently published by Ptarmigan
Books is available from local bookstores.

I
THOMAS PLIMLEY LTD.

I

'm sure that many members of the VHS who
have lived in the city more than thirty years will
recall the English car dealers, Thomas Plimley
Ltd., and their red tiled roof at Yates and
Vancouver Street.
Thomas John Plimley and his wife left England in
1892 intending to locate in Winnipeg. However,
when they arrived there the weather was so cold that
they returned to the train and continued on to
Victoria. The following year, 1893, Plimley entered

business, dealing in bicycles, but the first directory
listing for Plimley, either business or personal, was
the 1897-1898 city directory which listed Onions
and Plimley, Central Cycle Depot at 42 Broad
Street. Under the old numbering system in use in
the city until 1907/1908 this address was between
Trounce Alley and Yates St. Onions was gone by
1901 and Plimley had expanded his product line to
include gas buggies. The Central Cycle Depot,
Practical Cycle Maker and Agent next occupied
40-42 Broad Street. By 1905 the company was in
the Metropolitan Block at 21 Government Street,
opposite the then Post Office. The Metropolitan
Building became 813 Government Street when
renumbered.
By 1907 the Plimley Automobile Company was
operating at 606 Government Street (at Superior),
which today is a government parking lot, and the
Central Cycle Depot was at 1110 Government
Street. W.M. Ritchie was the manager of the bicycle
department. In 1911 the bicycle department moved
to 1205 Langley Street. In 1923 the company
moved to 1010 Yates Street at Vancouver Street.
Thomas Plimley died in 1929, having handled
automobiles made by and bearing the names
Russell, Daimler, Overland, Detroit Electric,
Hupmobile, Cadillac, Packard, Chrysler and Austin.
After Thomas’death, his son, Horace Plimley1, took
over the business and in 1936 expanded to
Vancouver. Basil Plimley, in turn, took over from
his father, Horace, in 1953.

On the occasion of the firm’s 70th anniversary the
two newspapers, the Daily Colonist2 and the Victoria
Daily Times carried a sketch of the firm’s history
with several photographs including their 1907 sales
rooms, the 1963 sales room on Yates Street. The
article noted that there was a house at Cordova Bay
built from the crates used to ship cars early in the
century. The crates were built from tongue and
groove lumber and some thrifty person collected
enough to build the house.
The company closed its Victoria operation in mid
1982, a reported victim of the recession. The
company closed in Vancouver a few years later. One
experience I had with Plimley’s was in 1957 when
my car, in for servicing at the West 4th address, was
stolen from their lot. It was recovered several days
later, with only minor damage which Plimley’s fixed,
but I was under the minimum age to rent a
replacement vehicle so I was without a vehicle for a
time.
The token, a good luck pocket piece, had to be
issued between 1907 and 1911. Note the Swastika,
which, until the Nazis adopted a reversed version of
it, had been a symbol of good luck or fair fortune
for thousands of years.

The advertisement heading this article appeared in
the Daily Colonist July 14, 1907, p. 11.
1

Thomas Horace Plimley was born in Victoria, March 25, 1895.
th

He died 4 days short of his 90 birthday in March 1985.
Thomas John Plimley died at age 58 on December 18, 1929.
2

Daily Colonist, Sunday, April 28, 1963

Ronald Greene
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CAPTAIN JAMES GAUDIN

C

aptain James Gaudin was born in Jersey, C.I.
in 1838, and served his apprenticeship on
English merchantmen. His first voyages were
in the East India and Australian trade until 1865,

when he began running between London and
Victoria, continuing on that route until 1881. He
arrived for the first time in Victoria in the
mid-1860s as the chief officer of the HBC barque
Prince of Wales. Respect for his seamanship was such
that in 1869 he was appointed master of the
newly-built Lady Lampson. The vessel was employed
in the HBC service between England and the Pacific
Northwest.
During one of his visits to Victoria he met Agnes
Anderson, daughter of Alexander Anderson, a
retired HBC employee living on the Saanich
Peninsula. Their home, Rosebank, soon became the
first stop for James Gaudin after tying-up in
Victoria, and the couple were married 1873.
Following a short honeymoon he returned to his
ship and recommenced his sailing. However, he was
determined to settle down in Victoria and asked his
new bride to search for an appropriate property on
which to build a house. In due course a property
was found on Craigflower, facing the Gorge, and a
house built there. The pull of the sea remained
however, and in 1878 Capt. Gaudin bought his own
vessel, the Rover of the Seas. It was not uncommon
during this period for ship’s masters to take their
family to sea with them, and on more than one
occasion the family embarked with their father for a
seafaring adventure, making the trip from Victoria
to UK and return. Between voyages, his time at
home was devoted to his family and his garden
which became a showplace, renowned for its variety
and exuberance.
He was finally persuade to abandon his deep-sea
career, and from 1881 to 1888 he was a government
pilot based in Victoria. This appointment gave him
more time with his family and to tend his beloved
garden. He retained ownership of the Rover of the
Seas, appointing Captain Dolbell as master. In 1885
the vessel caught fire in the harbour but was saved
from destruction by the speedy response of the fire
department.
In 1889 Capt. Gaudin succeeded Capt Olaholme as
commander of the steamship Sir James Douglas,
engaged in aids to navigation work around the
coast, and he retained this position until 1892 when
he transferred as master to the much larger
newly-built Quadra, recently delivered by Captain
Walbran from her builders, Fleming and Ferguson
of Paisley, Scotland.
Later that year Captain Walbran resumed command
of Quadra and Capt. Gaudin abandoned his
seafaring altogether and was appointed Victoria
agent for the federal Department of Marine with

responsibility for navigational aids. He later became
receiver of wrecks and examiner for masters and
mates.
The Gaudins had seven children; four daughters
Marie, Beatrice, Kate and Mabel, and three sons
only one of whom, James, survived infancy.
The family played an active part in the social life of
the city, one of his daughters, Mabel, marrying
James Harvey, grandson of Robert Dunsmuir.
In later years, with the family grown and gone, the
Gaudins moved from the Gorge to Hampshire Road
and Capt. Gaudin lived there until his death in
1913. His widow died in 1929 at the age of eighty.
For a more complete story on Captain Gaudin and
his family refer to an article by J.K. Nesbitt in the
Daily Colonist dated Sunday August 13, 1950.
Mike Harrison
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OLD CEMETERIES SOCIETY - 2010
SCHEDULE
Unless otherwise noted, all tours begin at 2pm in
front of Starbucks, Fairfield Plaza. $5 reservations
not needed. Info. 250-598-8870 or
www.oldcem.bc.ca
February 28. Black History. In the 1850s and 1860s
Victoria was a haven for blacks escaping racism in
California and many are buried at Ross Bay
Cemetery. A joint tour by the Old Cemeteries
Society and BC Black History Awareness Society.
March 7. At Death’s Door. Popular storyteller Glenn
Perlstrom has dug into his macabre files for some of
the most amazing stories of sudden and unexpected
deaths and deadly epidemics. Not for the
squeamish!
March 14. Travels in the Interior. A brand new tour
will look at the fascinating methods of
transportation in BC’s Interior during the gold-rush
and colonial eras. Stories to be told on the graves of
such transportation pioneers as the Barnard family,
famous for stages to Cariboo.
March 21. Vandalized Stones. This is a topic we
would prefer not to be including, but vandalism in
2009 was high at Ross Bay Cemetery. This team
tour will visit many of the damaged graves and tell
the history of the families buried in them.

March 28. San Juan Island Connections. The
famous Pig War was occupying the minds of
Victorians 150 years ago. Ross Bay Cemetery has
many people linked to that unusual skirmish and to
San Juan Island in general.
April 4. Chinese Cemetery. In honour of Ching
Ming (grave sweeping day), Victoria City Councillor
Charlayne Thornton-Joe leads a tour of this
National Historic Site. Meet at the cemetery, foot of
Crescent Road, off King George Terrace. Tour
begins 2pm. $5 - no reservations needed.
April 11. Family Connections. The Parker family of
Rocky Point Farm in Metchosin was a large and
well-known one in early Victoria. In this new tour
Dr. Sylvia Van Kirk will weave the tales of the
various branches of the family who are buried at
Ross Bay Cemetery into a captivating story.
April 18. Royal Oak Burial Park. Under the rolling
lawns of Royal Oak lie many famous and
not-so-famous Victorians with life stories that will be
recounted in today’s tour by retired English
professor, Dr. Bill Magee. Meet inside the main
gates at 4673 Falaise Drive. Tour begins 2pm.
April 25. Royal Canadian Navy Centennial. In
honour of the 100th anniversary of the RCN's
founding, Tom Pound has gathered many
incredible accounts to illustrate Victoria’s close links
to the Maritime Command.
May 2. Permanent Architects. Victoria has been
home to many talented architects and Ross Bay
Cemetery has become the final resting place for a
good number of them. Strangely enough, few have
elaborate memorials and some have none at all.
Joyce Mackie will tell their stories.
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