Victoria Historical
Society Publication
NUMBER 21, AUTUMN 2009

elcome to a new season of the Victoria
Historical Society. As you can see from the
list of speakers below, this season promises to
equal the standards of earlier years for interest and
enjoyment. I wold like to thank those few worthy
souls who contributed articles to last season’s
newsletters and at the same time encourage the
membership to sharpen their pens, refill their
inkwells, and contribute their researches and
reminiscences for publication.
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~ PROGRAMME FOR 2009 - 2010 ~
All meetings begin at 7:30 pm at the James Bay New
Horizons Centre, 234 Menzies Street except the
December one.
24 September, 2009
Making the News. Dave Obee, editorial page editor
of the Victoria Times-Colonist wrote the book of the
same name about the T-C and its predecessors.
22 October, 2009
The University Women’s Club. Audrey Thomas will
outline some of the developments and achievements
of this club which celebrated its 100th anniversary in
2008.
26 November, 2009
The Quadra Story: the History of Quadra Island.
Jeanette Taylor follows up on her book Tidal
Passages (on the Discovery Islands) with this rich
history and stories about Quadra Island.
10 December, 2009
Christmas dinner at the Gorge Vale Golf Clubhouse.
Sylvia Van Kirk will speak on Celebrating Victoria
Pioneers: the Macdonalds of Armadale. Sen. William
Macdonald and his wife Catherine were early
Vancouver Island pioneers who made significant

accomplishments in their times. Dinner
pre-registration is required.
28 January, 2010
British Columbia a Century Ago. Patricia Roy, a noted
BC historian, and former president of the BCHF,
will give an illustrated talk on the first decade of the
1900’s which saw the formation of our modern
province.
25 February, 2010
The Toponymy of Vancouver Island. Michael Layland
is a map historian and former president of VHS.
He will describe how and when the place names
were given and appeared on maps and charts.
25 March, 2010
San Juan Island, its History and BC Connections. Mike
Vouri is the Chief of Interpretation for the San Juan
Islands National Historic Park. He was the host of
the trip of VHS members made to the island last
spring.
22 April, 2010
Victoria Fire Department’s Fire Department. Dave
Parker is the author of the book First Water Tigers,
and former curator of history at the RBCM. He has
done research and knows the history of the VFD
intimately.
27 May, 2010
Victoria’s Royal Theatre. Ken Johnson has been
connected with the Royal Theatre in many ways.
He received a citation from the Hallmark Society
for his work in restoration of the facade.
For more information, visit:
www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca

~ NOTICE ~
As those of you with a computer will know, from
time to time it is convenient to advise members of
forthcoming events by use of E-mail. On these
occasions it is not unusual for some E-mails to be
returned with incorrect or undeliverable addresses.
Therefore, for verification, would you kindly send
an E-mail to bitterne@shaw.ca with VHS as the first
word in the subject line and your name as the body
of the text.

~ ABOUT BCHF ~
ne of the benefits of the BC Historical
Federation is the magazine, BC History. We
publish this and distribute it either through
our member societies (such as the Victoria Historical
Society), or sell subscriptions. In the past, we have
sold subscribers ordered through member societies
at a lower price than to individual subscribers
because it cost us less to handle bulk orders.
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We receive a publication assistance grant from
Canada Post which amounts to almost $8 per
subscriber per year. However, this year Canada
Post has imposed some new conditions on this
grant. One of these conditions — and Canada Post
did not explain the rationale, if any, for imposing
this condition — is that the magazine must be sold
to all Canadian subscribers at the same price.
Since we cannot afford to give up the subsidy, this
means that we have had to increase our price to
members of the Victoria HS and other member
societies. The BCHF is proposing to pay the
member societies a fee for secretarial services which
will offset most of the increase, but it does mean
that you will see an increase in VHS dues.
The new rates will take effect from January 1st, so I
recommend that you renew your membership
before then.

The British Columbia Heritage Fairs Society
developed out of an initiative of the Historica Fairs
Program to promote the study of history and
heritage within Canada. Students from grade four
to nine are encouraged to examine family
connections and stories as well as look at historical
figures and events that have contributed to the
development of Canada.... The BCHFS provides
support to British Columbia’s l4 regional fair sites
and delivers the annual Provincial Heritage to
celebrate the acomplishments of students selected at
Regional Fairs in their community.
The event was held in the Crystal Gardens, and
opened with an official Programme with the
presence of the Lt. Governor Steven Point,
members of the Legislature, the Mayor of Victoria
and members of the sponsoring groups and funding
agencies.
As members of the BC Historical Federation, we
often express concern about the study of the history
of Canada. In this programme, we find an
enthusiastic partner. We congratulate them. VHS
Member Helen Edwards did a lot to support this
happening in Victoria
Arnold Ranneris

TREASURES FROM THE BRITISH
MUSEUM
his great display of artefacts held in the RBCM
is/was a great opportunity to experience some
of the treasures from the ages and many
cultures and civilizations. The layout of these was
most pleasing — and the explanatory notes helped
to put things into context. There were several
stations where informed docents led discussions and
elaborated on some aspect. For example, I was
intrigued by the set of chessmen carved out of
walrus ivory and had an engaging sharing about the
history of the game which originated in India
apparently.
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Ronald Greene, President, BCHF

~ B.C. HERITAGE FAIR IN VICTORIA ~
he second annual Heritage Fair was held in
Victoria on June 29 - Jul 2, 2009. On July 1st
there were displays of 60 student projects,
chosen from regions of BC, with their student
creators. A diverse set of topics were depicted, often
showing the research skills of these young people,
who often involved aspects of their families or
heritage (thus parents and grandparents often
involved). It was truly inspiring. The following
describes the sponsoring Society:
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Hopefully those who have not visited this exhibit
will do so before it leaves at the end of September.
The admission is $27.50, but well worth it! An
added note, the RBCM produces a magazine called
Discovery which gives details of programs,
publications and articles by the curators and staff.
By becoming a Friend of the RBCM this comes as a
benefit. We are very privileged to have this
institution (which also includes the BC Archives) in
our community.
Arnold Ranneris

REMOVING THE TELEPHONE LINES

is indication of the co-operative spirit of the people
of the Capital City in assisting to make a material
betterment in the principal downtown business
streets. There were many difficulties, but with
careful effort these were overcome, and today not
only is the company’s plant in Victoria in excellent
condition, but throughout the business section the
absence of telephone poles and wires is a marked
feature.

erhaps I have an advantage because I rented
some space in our former scrap yard to the B.C.
Hydro from 1972 until 1979 for the burial of
B.C. Hydro’s power lines, but I’m sure that many
who were living in Victoria in the mid 1970’s will
remember when the overhead power lines were
buried in downtown Victoria. But you may not be
aware that the telephone lines were buried much
Prior to 1909, the company’s plant in the central
earlier, almost a century ago – it wasn’t until I came
section of Victoria was carried on 90-foot pole leads,
across a small magazine called Telephone Talk which
these being necessary on the principal streets as
was the employee publication of the British
lanes had not been included when the city was laid
Columbia Telephone Co. Ltd. The issue for
in the middle of the last century. As the high poles
December 1916 contained an article which is copied
did not lend
below. The
themselves to
illustrations
improving the
used in the
appearance of the
article would
streets, a
not reproduce
movement was
well, so I’ve
started to have
added a
them removed,
postcard view
and the company
that shows
came forward with
what
proposals which,
Government
after considerable
Street looked
discussion, were
like before the
accepted by the
poles were
city, and an
removed. The
agreement was
view is taken
ratified in 1911.
from mid
Under this
block between
agreement, the
Johnson and
Government Street looking south from between Johnson and Yates
company was to
Yates streets,
remove its poles
looking South.
from six miles of the business district. This
necessitated construction in 46 city blocks and of
“Underground Work in Capital City Clears
two miles of main underground feeds, in which were
Streets of Telephone Poles”
laid ten miles of conduit. The removal of the old
plant was a difficult part of the undertaking. The
here are now no telephone wires or poles on
greater part of this work was accomplished during
the streets on the streets of the business section
the business hours of the day, and it was a common
of Victoria. The placing of the wires
sight to see large crowds of people watching the
underground and in the rear of buildings, which has
taking down of one of the towering poles.
been going on for a considerable time, has just been
completed by the B.C. Telephone Company, and
With the completion of the work, the company has
the business thoroughfares have been greatly
now in Victoria plant of the most modern kind. Not
improved in appearance as a result.
a telephone wire is visible throughout the entire
underground area, these being all located in
When the work was first started five years ago, the
basements and to the rear of business blocks. Not
company was faced with the problem of putting its
only is the appearance of the city streets greatly
plant on private property, inasmuch as there were
improved, but the placing of this plant has
no lanes in that section of the city where it was
increased the efficiency of the service, as perfect
proposed to carry out the improvement. That being
transmission with practically no interruption is
the case, it was necessary to secure agreement with
furnished by the new plant.”
the owners to carry the cables through their
property, and the satisfactory conclusion of the work
Ronald Greene
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The following is from Facts and Figures
Relating to Vancouver Island and British
Columbia by J. Despard Pemberton
published in 1860.
JOURNAL OF A TOUR ACROSS
VANCOUVER ISLAND TO NOOTKA
SOUND VIA NIMKISH RIVER, IN THE
YEAR 1852, BY HAMILTON MOFFAT,
HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY’S SERVICE
Thursday, July 1st. — About 10 a.m. left the Fort for
the Nimkish village, en route to the Nootka tribe.
Having arrived at the Nimkish River at 7 p.m., I
procured guides and got everything in readiness for
an early start in the morning.
Friday, 2nd. — Left the village at daybreak in a
canoe with six Indians; at 9 a.m. reached the
Nimkish fishing village, on the borders of the
T’sllelth Lake; entered the lake about 10 a.m. The
shores on either side at this end rise perpendicular
from the water’s edge to the height of some 1500 or
1600 feet, and from 4000 to 5000 feet a little
inland, and in many places capped with snow; the
width of the lake at the entrance is about half a
mile, gradually widening to one and a half miles; I
endeavoured to ascertain the depth with a forty
fathom line, but did not succeed. Our course
through the lake was about south-east, and the
length I have since ascertained to be fully
twenty-five miles. In the evening we encamped at
the River Oakseey, distant about a mile from the
head. Discovered a tree resembling the walnut,
having a trunk about four and a half feet in
circumference, and emitting a fine perfume.
Saturday, 3rd. — After passing a most unpleasant
night, on account of the rain which poured down in
torrents the whole time and until 10 a.m., we again
embarked in our frail craft for the ascent of the
River Oakseey, stopped for a short time at the
mouth to examine a large beaver’s dam, the finest I
have yet seen. The whole of this day was spent in
working up the rapids, of which the river is one
continuation; encamped in the evening at Waakash,
the half way house to the second lake, a distance of
twelve miles. The banks of the river are rather low,
and abounding in splendid red pine and maple of
all sizes, but not the slightest vestige of cleared land
to be seen. The country a short distance inland
from the river is very high.
Sunday, 4 . — Left encampment about 4 a.m. for
another of the Nimkish fishing villages, at which we
arrived at noon, where we landed to obtain a supply
of fresh salmon, but were only able to procure three
th

and a few trout, as it was rather early for the fish to
be up the river. The river at this place branches off
in two different directions; the distance from
Waakash to this place is about seven or eight miles,
and the river, as yesterday, nothing but rapids. We
remained only a short time here, and started for the
Lake Kanus, distant about six miles. The Indians
having told me that this part of the river was very
shallow, and that the country through which we had
to pass to the lake pretty open, I started on foot
with a portion of my crew, and arrived at the lake
after a very pleasant walk; the country through
which I passed was clear, with occasional belts of
wood and brush, and abounding in partridges, of
which I shot a good many. I also noticed a pond of
cold spring water, of great depth, without an outlet,
similar to what are at home called blow-wells.
During my walk I was informed of a tribe of Indians
living inland, having no canoes or connection with
the sea-coast whatever. I have since learned that
these people sometimes descend some of the rivers
for the purpose of trade with the Indians south of
Nootka, and they offered to guide me to the place
at any time I should wish; the name of the tribe is
Säa Käalituck; they number about fifty or sixty mea,
and were only discovered a few years back, by one of
the Nimkish chiefs while on a trapping expedition.
The following is the Indians’ story of their discovery
Our party while sitting round the fire on the banks
of a small rivulet, observed a beaver playing in the
water, and having followed the course of the stream
in hopes of falling in with a dam, came suddenly
upon a lake, and the first thing which struck our
attention was a small village situated at the opposite
side. Upon entering the camp we were well
received by the Indians, and opened a trade for
skins, of which they had an abundance, and which
they used for clothing. They informed us that
southern Indians (as we supposed the Sanetch) had
been there on war parties, and killed a good
number of them. This tribe are known to the
Nootkas, who have a superstitious idea that they are
the spirits of their dead, on account of their
speaking the same language. From the time the
Nimkish say it takes to perform the journey, and
from the Sanetch (or more probably the Comox)
having knowledge of these people, I have not the
least doubt that a road might with little difficulty be
discovered from here to Victoria, through the very
centre of the island.
After passing through this lake, which is probably
ten miles long, we encamped at the base of a
snow-capped mountain, two very fine cascades
falling several hundred feet from its summit; and
the streams which they form abound in trout of

excellent quality and great size, numbers of which
we caught.
Monday, 5th. — Early this morning I started,
accompanied by an Indian, for the summit of this
mountain, which I named Ben Lomond, but did not
succeed in reaching any further than the second tier
of snow, on account of the ascent being so steep; so
having been disappointed in my walk, I returned to
the camp at 9 a.m., and set out for the walk across
the portage (which was a succession of mountain,
defiles), to the head waters of the Nootka River.
This river, during its course of three or four miles
from its source, disappears three different times.
Stopped about noon to dine, and after half an
hour’s rest recommenced our journey, and arrived
in Nootka Sound at 7 p.m., after passing over
sixteen or eighteen miles. I have not, however,
reached my destination for the night yet, the
Indians wishing to encamp further down the sound,
on account of some superstitious fear of ghosts.
Stopped for a short time at the fishing village,
where I saw the wheel of a ship. The Indian houses
here are very large, in fact more so than those of the
Indians near Fort Rupert.
Tuesday, 6th. — Having passed a very comfortable
night under cover of a large quantity of salmon
frames, we started early for the Nootka village in
Friendly Cove, passing through a long inlet that
runs about south-east, surrounded by lofty
mountains covered to the very top with timber, but
of stunted growth. We arrived at our destination at 4
p.m., having occupied five days on our journey from
the Nimkish village.
Upon entering Friendly Cove we were received by a
discharge of cannon from the chiefs house; until we
were about to land scarcely an Indian was to be
seen, but at a given signal the whole tribe darted
from their houses and commenced a grand dance in
honour of the arrival of a white man to visit them,
after which a sea otter was presented to me by the
chief, and we landed amid the welcome shouts of
the Nootkas. In the evening a grand fancy dress
ball was given, and a large quantity of blankets and
other property distributed.
Wednesday, 7 . — Nothing strange or new; time
mostly spent in feasting and smoking in the houses
of the different chiefs, all of whom seemed to be on
the highest terms of friendship.
th

Remarks.
The timber in the interior of the island is very fine,
in fact the banks on both sides of the Nimkish river,
from the first lake almost to the Nootka inlet, are
lined with splendid red pines, large and long

enough for the spars of the largest men of war; the
water communication is also a great consideration;
spars could be squared, rolled into the water, and
floated down without difficulty to any depot, such as
the anchorage at Illece or even Beaver Cove. Other
timber is also abundant.
The various kinds of rock along the bed of the river,
as far as I could see, were granite, sandstone,
conglomerate, and hard dark boulders.
The various berries of the country grew in great
abundance, with the exception of the small dark
berry resembling a beaver shot; I am unacquainted
with the name; it is plentiful down south and at
Comox. Salmon of various kinds, of splendid
quality, are found in abundance on the coast, as well
as halibut and other sea fish.
Rock oysters of large size I procured to the north of
Nootka, some fifty miles, but saw few other
shell-fish, except the large sea mussel and the
barnacle. Crabs and sea egg were plentiful, also the
sea cucumber, and the various species of star-fish
and sea anemones.
The zoology is the same as the other parts of
Vancouver Island, except that the purple marmot is
occasionally found at Koskimo, but not the common
grey marmot. The white land otters which have at
various times been forwarded from here, were killed
near Kioquettuck.
The Indians from Nootka to Newittee number
probably about 1500 men. The depth of the
Nimkish Lake I have since sounded, and got no
bottom at seventy-five fathoms, from the stern of a
canoe, her bow being aground on shore.
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THE PACIFIC SQUADRON NAVAL
STATION
(From The Times Correspondent, June 26, 1860.)
t is true, that if all that is required for a naval
station be so much water for so many ships to
float and to anchor in, and so many acres of
ground for docks in a wilderness, these essentials
are obtainable in Burrard’s Inlet, which is about five
miles across country from New Westminster. But, as
the naval station placed in that locality involves the
navigation of a portion of the Straits of Fuca, of the
whole of the Canal de Ilaro (under the guns of the
American batteries if San Juan be given up),
together with the crossing of the Gulf of Georgia,
often a tempestuous sea, as well as the other inland
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While these are some of the advantages of
Esquimalt, let us glance at the disadvantages and
inconveniencies of making Burrard’s Inlet the
head-quarters.

waters which intervene between Burrard’s Inlet and
Esquimalt and the ocean, all of which navigation
would be an addition to a voyage long enough
already, and which would be avoided by leaving the
squadron to rendezvous at Esquimalt, where the
ships now lie, most competent judges prefer
Esquimalt for the head-quarters of the squadron.
Esquimalt is near the ocean, easily accessible by day
and night now that a lighthouse is placed at its
entrance. It has good anchorage in Royal Bay, just
outside, where a fleet could ride. Besides these
conveniences, it possesses great facilities for
fortifications over every other harbour in the
PacificOcean. It could be made impregnable at less
cost than any other harbour in these seas could be
rendered partially secure ; and it is well situated for
supplying ships to defend the entrance into the
Straits of Fuca—a measure to the accomplishment
of which “ Port San Juan,” situated on Vancouver’s
Island, near the entrance, possesses important
facilities in having a good harbour three miles long,
and capable of anchoring a fleet in safety. From this
port one or two ships could blockade the entrance,
and make Fuca’s Straits a British lake, while
Esquimalt is close at hand to afford supplies and all
necessary assistance.

The tedious navigation to and fro between
Esquimalt and the inlet I have already mentioned.
There is also the additional expense of provisioning
the squadron. At Victoria the men-of-war get all
they want, and at Esquimalt itself there is a bakery
which supplies them with biscuit. The Admiral’s
communications with England would be delayed
considerably if he were on the coast of British
Columbia. Shut up in the inlet the squadron would
be out of the way, and distant from the points in the
Straits of Fuca where its services must always be
most needed. Vancouver’s Island will be the point of
attack, if an attack is made on one of these colonies
by any hostile power, as it must be secured to make
the continent tenable if taken, so that if Burrard’s
Inlet were made the naval station it would involve
this anomaly, — that while the headquarters were
over there, the ships would always be stationed here.
The naval station must be at Esquimalt.
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The Victoria Historical Society meets on the fourth Thursday of each month from September to May,
at the James Bay New Horizons Centre, 234 Menzies Street, Victoria.
Meetings begin at 7:30 and comprise a short business meeting and a refreshment break
followed by a talk or presentation by a guest speaker.
Visitors are always welcome and encouraged to become members of our Society.
This newsletter is published four times a year and distributed to members electronically or by mail.
It is also available on our web site www.victoriahistoricalsociety.bc.ca and at our regular meetings at the door
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