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~ SPEAKERS FOR THE 2008 ~ 2009
SEASON ~
All meetings begin at 7:30 at the James Bay New
Horizons Centre, 234 Menzies Street except as
noted.
*Please note the change of speaker for the 28 May,
2009 meeting.
23 April 2009
Victoria’s Industrial Harbour. Bob Spearing, local
historian of our maritime history, will describe the
evolution of the harbour.
28 May 2009
Bamberton, Then and Now and Beyond. We will be
given a historical overview of Bamberton, BC, once
a thriving quarry and cement manufacturing plant,
by Dr. Bob Griffin of the Royal BC Museum and
Maureen Alexander, historic research consultant
and curator of the Bamberton site as a museum.
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~ IMPORTANT NOTICE ~
The meeting on 28 May, 2009 will include the
annual general meeting of the Society and will
begin at 7:00 pm

~ KATHLEEN BEATRICE TOBIN ~
Kay was a primary grade teacher for 40 years. Her first
teaching job was on Pender Island. In 1970 she wrote
about her early teaching experience on South Pender
Island in 1928. Kay inscribed her booklet: “To my family
and friends. My first school, in the Gulf Islands is a
treasured memory and I have tried to recall some of the
happenings that I think would interest the present
generation.”
Legacy of Learning — the subject of Heritage
Week in 2009 seemed an appropriate time to
share some of Kay’s memories. I will begin
with her arrival at her new home. “The house
where I was to board was u-shaped and built of logs
around a patio. The hallway, which connected my
room in one wing of the building with the part
occupied by the family in the other, was unfinished
[to put it mildly]. The wall did not meet the floor
which was really made of rough planks laid on 2 by
4’s and through the spaces green grass flourished.
My room, also of unfinished lumber, contained a
small stove for which I was thankful, although when
I had a really good fire going, pitch oozed out of
the walls. The air was wonderful, the trees were
wonderful and school was soon to begin!
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The school, however, was nowhere near my home,
or anybody else’s for that matter, and getting there
entailed walking along a delightful country road,
past an interesting swamp and over a mountain
trail.
The schoolhouse stood on an uncleared square
wedge of land apparently overlooked by surveyors
and unclaimed by anyone. A cliff led down to the
sea behind it and a government road ran some fifty
feet away in front. It was a wooden structure
resting on what looked like four chopping blocks,

and to the right side was a sloping woodshed that
housed the slabs of cordwood used to heat the long
iron stove within. Being afraid that the pupils, and
maybe the teacher too, would waste time gazing at
the magnificent sea view to the south, the school
board had set the windows on the east side that
overlooked an untidy tangle of logs and stumps.
Then because the windows let in so little light, a
skylight had been set in the roof. This might have
been a good idea had it been watertight. It wasn’t!
On really rainy days we placed empty lard pails
under the drips which ‘plink plunked’ to begin with
but changed to ‘plick pluck’ as the water level rose.
The room was well ventilated because the roof and
walls did not meet [in certain places] and there was
enough space for the entrance and exit of small
birds. We had running water when it rained is a
true statement of fact, and this precious commodity
found its way from the roof to the mosquito-infested
rain barrel standing at the edge of the woodshed.
Drinking water was brought from home in Eno's
Fruit Salt bottles. It did not do to hold your bottle
up to the light - there seemed to be rather much
activity in the shape of very small almost
transparent critters that moved about at an
alarming rate. It was safest to shut your eyes and
swallow!
Green as I was as a beginning teacher it didn’t dawn
on me to ‘ask for things’ or ‘petition school board’
for improvements. I accepted the school yard with
its logs and stumps, the plain unpainted walls of the
school, and the incursions of neighbouring sheep as
par for the course! The children accepted me on
the same basis and, bless them,we got along fine.”
Sherri Robinson
Kathleen Beatrice Tobin, a cousin of the author, was
the daughter of Arthur Tobin and Mary Ann Cox,
and granddaughter of Royal Engineer John Cox and
his wife Minnie Gillan. She was born in Victoria,
B.C. in 1907 and died here on 29 July 1994 in her
88th year.
FORT VICTORIA LETTERS, 1845 - 1851
Hudson’s Bay Record Society, v. XXXII, 1979
Limited Edition $40.00
Introduction by Prof. Margaret Ormsby
Books are available from Sylvia Van Kirk who is
acting on behalf of the Centre for Rupert’s Land
Studies located at the University of Winnipeg,
Winnipeg, MB
Ph. 250 385 0894 or E-mail: sylvansea@shaw.ca

~ CAPTAIN ARCHIE PHELPS ~
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ou surely remember the BC Coast Steamship
Service of the CPR, the famous black and white
‘'Princesses”?

Well, one of the captains was Archie Phelps. He
hailed originally from the Caribbean and was
probably closer to brown-skinned than black. He
had joined the company in the Twenties and slowly
worked his way up the rungs, eventually qualifying
to be an officer,
This I gather was just after the 1929 Crash.
Amazingly, he kept his seniority despite many white
men seeking positions. But becoming Master
presented the Company with a dilemma. He was
now fully qualified, and he was deserving. But such
was the genteel Canadian racism of the times that
passengers would balk at seeing a ‘'Negro” in
command of such deluxe vessels.
Luckily for both Archie and the CPR, the solution
was at hand. In 1930 the famous Night Boats,
Princess Joan and Princess Elizabeth were launched.
Captain Phelps was given charge on a rotating
schedule.....but always after sundown. So even if
passengers wandered near the bridge or
wheelhouse, he was not likely to be seen.
A classic Canadian solution. Captain Phelps served
until retiring in the Fifties, passing away shortly
thereafter. His son Ron followed in his footsteps,
becoming a skipper with Northland Navigation Co.
Ltd.
Neat, eh??
Ron Armstrong
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~ THE FERNWOOD BAKERY ~
igur Myrdal came to Victoria in the late 1880’s,
building a house at 171 Fernwood Road. Mr.
Myrdal is not shown in the Victoria city
directories between 1897 and 1908 but in the latter
year his son-in-law, Kenneth McLeod Miller, is
shown residing at 2207 Fernwood Road. This
address, following the street renumbering, is in the
same block if it is not the same house. About this
time Mr. Myrdal, who was a carpenter, built a
bakery for his son-in-law behind 2207. The
following city directory (1909) listed a bakery under
the name Miller & Myrdal. The May 1909
telephone directory gives the phone number as
1973 although it is not until the February 1910
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telephone directory that name Fernwood Bakery
appears. By 1912 Myrdal appears to have been
inactive in the bakery. In a short time the bakery
built up its business and had three or four
horse-drawn delivery carts throughout the city.
These were later replaced by delivery cars. The
bakery was the first in Victoria to sell a wrapped loaf
and was also the supplier of the very famous Sultana
Fruit Cake that the Japanese Tea Gardens served at
the Gorge.
In early 1916 Mr. Miller gave up the bakery because
he was bothered by asthma. He became a driver for
a meat packing firm until 1935 when he retired.
Wanting something to do Mr. Miller re-opened the
Fernwood Bakery. At the end of 1936 Frank and
Fred Waters purchased the bakery. Frank went into
the service during World War II and for a while his
wife ran the bakery, but when sugar became
rationed the bakery was closed.

CAROLYN WEBBER
VHS Webmeister
arolyn Webber used to be a medical researcher,
working on projects involving arthritis and HIV
in laboratories at McGill University and in her
native Australia.
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Then, one day her life changed forever. She
inherited a box of family documents and before
long she was addicted to family history (and yes, the
former oz resident discovered she does indeed have
a convict relative in her distant past).
She earned a Masters degree in Library Science
later, and Webber now works in Archival
Documentation Services. Put plainly, she works
behind the scenes, assisting colleagues with the
on-line catalogue and finding aids helping get the
information to the public.
While she may not get the emotional pay-off that
comes with working face to face with the public,
Webber finds more than enough pleasure in
working with the collection itself. “There are things
in the vaults that have huge significance,” she says
almost reverently. “There are works of art by Emily
Carr, and letters from Sir James Douglas and
important documents for First Peoples. It's pretty
amazing.”

The photograph shows one of the delivery vehicles.
The small printing on the side extols the virtues of
“wrapped bread”.
When I interviewed the Waters in 1968 the original
brick Dutch-oven built by Mr. Myrdal was still in an
outbuilding behind the house, although unused for
over two decades. According to Mrs. Waters the
oven produced the most wonderfully good-tasting
bread.
Ronald Greene
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A scientist by training, Webber finds analogies in
her new line of work. The rewards are more
immediate she finds. “Each answer leads to a new
question, like a never ending mystery. But the
answers are more accessible than science, where
answering a question can sometimes take years.”
Webber figures she has found her new calling now,
at the BC Archives. She could be doing other
things with her scientific background, but this is her
choice in life. A rewarding vocation, helping BC
preserve its past, for this generation and those to
come.
Michael Tymchuk
Reprinted from DISCOVERY, the magazine of Royal
BC Museum.
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PIONEER SQUARE: SHARING THE
KNOWLEDGE
he Old Cemeteries Society of Victoria is
pleased to announce the completion of the
project “Pioneer Square: Sharing the
Knowledge”
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Pioneer Square (Old Burying Ground) is an historic
corner of Victoria that has been far too long
forgotten and ignored as the final resting place of
many of Victoria’s early pioneers.
A grant from the BC150-Heritage Legacy Fund
allowed the Society to bring together all known
information about Victoria's second cemetery to the
Society’s Web site www.oldcem.bc.ca. The new Web
pages include a searchable database of some 1300
burials, the history of the cemetery, reports on
conservation projects, and a photo gallery of over
250 archival images and current views of the
cemetery and its grave markers.
The Old Cemeteries Society is proud to offer this
exciting and informative new resource to the
community.
For more information or to leave your comments
call our office 250 598 8870. For an immediate
reply, call Wilf Bruch at 250 383 7514
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PUGET SOUND FERRIES
riginally, steamers were the only form of
transport throughout the Sound, with service
not only between mainland and the numerous
islands in Puget Sound but also necessary for
mainland to mainland transportation due to the
lack of road or rail facilities. The complete absence
of terrestrial routes made the steamship a vital
lifeline for the small communities that sprang up
along the shores and on the islands of Puget Sound.
This phenomenon parallels that of BC when, for
example, in the early days RN vessels were used to
transport settlers and their livestock and possessions
from Victoria to the Cowichan Valley. The tyranny
of geography prevailed, with the mountains, forests
and fiords inhibiting any but local and primitive
land transportation.
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For Puget Sound the story begins in the mid-1800s.
By 1870 there was international service between
Olympia and Victoria and local service around the
Sound. It is recorded that by 1890 there were 62
steamers operating between Tacoma which, with the

extension of the railroad had become the major
steamboat transportation hub, and other
settlements around Puget Sound.
The early 1900s saw the demise of the
stern-wheelers, and they were replaced by a fleet of
smaller propeller-driven vessel that became known
as the mosquito fleet. These elegant little vessels
came at a time when a commuter service was
becoming increasingly important. They were faster
and more manoeuvrable than the larger steamers
they replaced. The steamers also provided a
valuable recreational facility being used at weekends
for family and company outings and picnics to the
many islands scattered around the Sound.
In these early years the competition between the
various companies operating vessels on the Sound
was fierce and the introduction of fare wars which at
times reached ridiculous levels with fares of
twenty-five cents for males with accompanying
women travelling free.
Faber tells of the vessel Eliza Anderson which for
many years held a virtual monopoly on the Olympia
— Seattle — Victoria run. While enjoying a lack of
competition she was able to earn up to $5,000 on
each voyage. With the advent of competition on the
route, fares were lowered to as little as 50 cents for a
round trip between Puget Sound ports and Victoria.
When the competition was bested, the fares leaped
back to $20 per passenger for a one-way trip from
Olympia to Victoria and $15 a head for cattle. This
at a time when one could travel by steamer from
Portland to San Francisco for just $5.
This competitive spirit also fostered many formal
and informal races between the vessels of competing
companies for the honour of claiming their vessel to
be the fastest on the Sound. These races were the
subject of a good deal of gambling on the outcome
and became something of a spectator sport during
this era. On at least one occasion businesses were
closed early to enable employees to witness these
struggles.
Many of the reports of these races are legendary
and there is no doubt they captured the popular
imagination and at the same time served as valuable
advertising for the companies involved. During the
years 1890 -1891 the Sound witnessed a three
cornered struggle to claim honours for the fastest
vessel on the Sound with, typically, match races
between Tacoma and Seattle. The T.J. Potter, a side
wheeler and the Bailey Gatzert and Greyhound, both
stern-wheelers maintained a continuing struggle for
superiority with first one and then another claiming
the fastest time on the route. When built in 1890,

the owners of the Bailey Gatzert had challenged all
comers by placing a gilded broom and an effigy of a
greyhound atop her wheelhouse as symbols that she
could sweep all opposition, but particularly the
Greyhound, from the Sound. Over the course of the
next year the honours passed from one vessel to the
other with, in the end, the T.J. Potter winning the
coveted ‘Dog and Broom' from the Bailey Gatzert.
Immediately after this win she was transferred back
to the Columbia River service thus preventing any
further match races between her and the other
vessels. Not to be outdone, in a later race between
the Bailey Gatzert and the Greyhound the B.G. beat
the earlier record time set by the T. J. Potter and
claimed the return of the ‘Dog and Broom’. It was
not forthcoming however, and the trophies
remained with the T.J.Potter, now on the Columbia.
For may years these ferries were the lifeline for the
many small farms that sprang up in the region and
the ferries provided service for the farmers' wives to
take their produce to market. In addition, the
journey became an opportunity for social forums to
develop between the wives who led an otherwise
solitary existence on their isolated farms.
With the introduction of a railroad service between
Tacoma to Seattle in 1892 it was feared that the end
of the ferry service was near but, following its initial
popularity due to its novelty, it turned out that the
ferry service, although offering a travel time of
about 25 minutes longer than the train service,
nevertheless retained many of its passengers
perhaps due to nostalgia and an inborn adherence
to the ferry system they had always known. Later an
electric railway service was introduced between
Seattle and Tacoma but again after an initial loss of
passengers to the rail system, they returned to the
ferries.
The early vessels were stern wheelers bought and
brought from the Columbia River system which a
the time was more advanced than that of Puget
Sound, and also imported from the East, Long
Island Sound and the Great Lakes system. Their
journey around the horn must have been quite
dramatic because these vessels, designed for
relatively sheltered water, would have had
considerable problems during the long open-water
journey. In preparation for these trips the side
doors and openings were sealed and additional
closings were added to the sides to enclose the
decks.
Notwithstanding the relatively sheltered water of
Puget Sound compared to the open ocean, the area
can nevertheless experience quite fierce storms
from time to time, which for some of the smaller
ferries became something of a problem. In

addition, the route to Victoria and on to Vancouver
faced a sometimes difficult passage across the Strait
of Juan de Fuca. Because the Strait is differently
oriented to the Sound, which has the Olympic
mountains offering shelter from westerly winds, a
journey starting from Seattle in relatively calm
conditions could become frightening experience
when the vessel entered the Strait and was exposed
to the full force of the westerly gales that are so
common in the winter season.
Remarkably, considering the geography of the
Sound and the number of vessels operating on it,
there were relatively few accidents. As well as the
numerous ferries operating, often on routes
perpendicular to the main flow of traffic, there was
an increasing amount of commercial freight
operations which increased greatly as the area
developed. This was the days before radio
communication and radar, and the regular
operation of the ferries depended on the intimate
local knowledge and experience of their captains.
Heavy rain and fog are quite common in the area
and captains relied on this knowledge to provide a
safe and timely service with their vessels. In the
absence of visual clues they often relied on sound to
ascertain their position, and in the early years this
meant sounding their whistle and listening for the
sound to be reflected from the surrounding hills.
Later a system of ‘echo boards’ was installed in
various locations on the islands and on shore and
these brought more reliability to the sound
reflections. In later years this was colloquially
referred to as ‘Norwegian radar’, an expression
probably deriving from an older slang term
‘Norwegian steam’ meaning hard manual labour or
physical effort.
The story is told of a captain who, when
approaching his home jetty on foggy days, relied on
the barking of his dog to guide him safely to his
berth. On one occasion a waiting passenger,
annoyed at the dog’s barking, threw the dog off the
jetty onto the shore. The equally annoyed dog ran
up and down along the beach maintaining his
barking and the captain, his owner, followed the
sound of his dog and consequently ran his vessel
aground. This is one story among many that have
become part of the folklore of the Sound.
With the coming of the inexpensive automobile in
the 1920s and the subsequent demand for more
roads on which to drive them, the ‘mosquito fleet’
went into a decline, superceded by the far less
attractive vehicle ferries which persist today. The
survivor for many years thereafter was the service
between Seattle and Victoria and Vancouver which
continued until the late 1950s. These ships of the
CPR and Grand Trunk Pacific fleet retained the

sense of elegance and luxury that had been the
standard of earlier years. The last service on this
so-called triangle run was in 1975.
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With the continuing growth of the population
around Puget Sound the ferry service remained an
important means of communication and valuable
carrier of freight. In a situation that in many way
parallels that of BC, increasing labour unrest and
rising fares led the State of Washington to purchase
the existing ferry system from the Puget Sound
Navigation Company in 1951. Here also, as in BC,
there was resistance from the island dwellers to the
construction of bridges to link their communities.
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The Victoria Historical Society holds its meetings on the fourth Thursday of each month
from September to May, at the James Bay New Horizons Centre, 234 Menzies Street, Victoria.
Meetings begin at 7:30 and comprise a short business meeting
and a refreshment break followed by a talk or presentation by a guest speaker.
Visitors are always welcome and encouraged to become members of our Society.
This newsletter is published four times a year and distributed to members electronically or by mail.
It is also available on our web site and at our regular meetings at the door
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